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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alabama City Library is a small rectangular brick building of
eclectic design with an interesting blend of neo-classical and Victorian
elements. :

The structure is three bayed across the facade and two bayed on the
side elevations with two end-exterior chimneys which pierce the overhanging
eaves. The roof is hipped and the eaves are supported by wooden brackets
which rest on a brick string course. A water table capped with stone
zngircles the Tlower section of the building at a height of approximately

eet.

A semi-circular, three-tiered marble portico with six Ionic columns
is located in the center of the facade. These columns support the
entablature which is ornamented with a dentil course and small brackets
which support the cornice. The entrance is located in the center of the
portico and is flanked by pilasters and side Tites.

Windows are round arched with hood moldings which are emphasized
by the use of alternating black with red brick. The Tower sash of the
windows consists of 8 lites while the mullions of the upper sash are
curved to form interlocking lancet arches. Below each window are venti-

lators with flat arches.

The interior consists of one large room which is elaborately paneled.
Mantels are located at each end of the room and are flanked by wooden
window seats. A small section of the rear of the building encloses the
bookshelves and the librarian's desk is located in front of this section.

In recent years additions have been made to the rear of the
building. [
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tﬁé Howard Gardnef Nichols Memorial Library was one of the
earliest free public library buildings constructed in the state.

The 1ibrary was %ui]t and supported by the J. Howard Nichols
family of Massachusetts as a memorial for a son, Howard Gardner
Nichols who was accidentally killed in 1896 while supervising the
construction of the mill and mil11 town of the Dwight Manufacturing
.Company, a family concern.

For several years after the death of young Nichols, the family
worked with their architect and carefully assembled materials for
the Tibrary; almost all of the building material including the
brick was shipped from New England.

Construction was completed in 1902 and the 1ibrary which was
opened to the public was absolutely free of charge and was furnished
with a large number of books, magaz1nes and newspapers. Hours
were from seven to nine each evening and from one to three on
Sunday afternoon.

In the 1920's the 1ibrary was moved to the Alabama City Post
Office and the building was used for a variety of purposes until
it was purchased by the Northeast Alabama Genealogical Society

in 1973. )
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ADDENDUM - Alabama City Library
8. Significance

The Alabama City Library is a turn-of-the-century structure which
draws freely from several styles of architecture. Although newspaper
articles of the era attribute the design to a Boston architect hired by
the Nichols family, further research has failed to uncover his name.

The structure faces the apex of a triangular lot across from which
is located the Dwight Manufacturing Plant, a large red brick building. The
streets which radiate from this triangular lot contain small unpretentious
white frame houses, constructed for the plant workers. Visually, the bui]dinp
relates to the houses around it by virtue of its s%ze, but its Tocation,

materials and styling make it the focal point of this small area.
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