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The Hunt Memorial Building was designed by Cram, Goodhue and
Ferguson, internationally known Gothic Architects, who have design-
ed, to mention only two, such outstanding bu1ldlngs as the Prlncif
ton Library and St. John's Cathedral in New York. o

The building was constructed by the Nashua Building Company :
in 190%. The physical appearance, size and shape of the building il 2
has not been changed. This structurally sound‘building-is made |
up of red brlck flemish bond pattern and limestone trim. The
main entrance and tower are beautifully de31gned and the general
overall exterior appearance of this imposing structure is one of
many of the Architects' outstanding gems. |

The;ﬁgygg, or "Lantern" and its clock are features which give
this building added charm.. The north, south and east wings branch
out from the central point. The west and south elevations especs
ially'give great importance, dignity and pleasant proportions to
the building. The diamond leaded windows are most atbtractive
and give the main reference reading room occupants a feeling of

CONDITION

&= "/,/\5‘\\/"

restfulness and tranquility.

The original heavy oak entrance doors with book-leaf panels,
while not currently utilized, have been preserved by permanently
securing them in an open position.

The notable elements of the building's interior involve im-
aginative design techniques utilizing space, proportion, lighting
and detail. The most 1mpre351ve rooms are: the circulation-del-
1very room (central lantern) for its skillful lighting effects;
the reference-reading room (south wing) for its sensitively
. carvéd oak wood detail; the skillful use of the stacks (north
wing) supporting the thick glass floors above is of particular
‘interest.

The seventeen (17) different levels from basement to Tower
and the seven dlfferent roofs are evidence of the dramatic and
sklllful handllng of space and scale in the design of the bulld-
ing. The total building is evidence of the true principle of
Gothic architecture - the vertical division, relation and sub—
ordination of the different parts, distinct and yet at unity with

(See ATTACHMENT A)
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ATTACHMERT A
7. DESCRIPTION (cont.)

each other, retaining the vitality of its purpose.
In summary, it is important to re-emphasize that the Hunt

Memorial Building is solid, structurally sound, and in relatively
good repair and an edifice which certainly should be preserved.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John M. Hunt Memorial Building is significant to the
City of Nashua and the State of New Hampshire architecturally
because it is one 9f the early accomplishments of the inter-
nationally known architect, Ralph Adams Cram. The building,
completed in 1905,bﬁgs designed by Cram and his partners at
the time, Goodhue aeQ/Ferguson, during the formative period of
Although the Hunt Memorial Building has
not been recognized in books as one of their better-known works),
it is significant as an example of the Gothx//archltectural styl
which Cram was anxious to revive in the United States.
Cram and Associates are most noted for their design of
ecclesiastical buildings including Calvary Church in Pittsburgh,
Saint Thomas' Church in New York City, St. Mary's of Redford in
Detroit, and the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York
City. They were also responsible for the Graduate College at

the firm's existence.

several buildings at the U. S. Military Academy at West Point;
and the Federal Building in Boston, to name a few.

Cram was born in Hampton Falls, New Hampshire and received
part of his education in Exeter. His most recognized works in
New Hampshire include: All Saint's Church, Peterborough (1913);
and several buildings at Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter (1915,
1925, 1931). The Hunt Memorial Building should be recognized,
as it is the only early Cram accomplishment in New Hampshire.

The Hunt Memorial Building is also important by virtue of
its beautiful setting overlooking the central business district
from what is commonly referred to as "Library Hill". Its

Princeton; the chapel of Rollins College in Winter Park, Florids

(See ATTACHMENT B)
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Board of Trustees, Nashua Public Library, Semi-Centennial Report
1867-1917, Nashua Public Library, 1917

Cram, Ralph Adams, Contemporary American Architects , 1931

Cram, Ralph Adams, MMy Life In Architecture, 1936

Parker, Judge Edward E., 'Histo:z_'_y; of the City of Nashua, New

Hampshire, 1897

Sanborn, Rachel and Florence Shepard,

The Nashua Public Library
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Don Stickle, Planner IT
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Nashua City Planning Board
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30 Elm Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Nashua

CODE

STATE

New Hampshire

oN GISTE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

38 recommended

Commif#sioner Department of

Title
“Resources and Economic
Development

Date June 15, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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ATTACHMENT B
8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

location is singularly impressive, both to Nashuans and visitors
to the City. It is the architectural and urban focus of all of
Main Street, reflecting a European custom of locating an important
building in a dramatic visual position in the City.

The Nashua Public Library has operated from the Hunt Memorial
Building for the last sixty eight (68) years, and although a new
library is being constructed to meet the space demands of a
larger population, this building will occupy a primary position
in the history of the Public Library's service to the community.

In summary, we feel the Hunt Memorial Building is of state
and local importance because of the firm which designed it, and
the architectural style it represents. It is also locally
important for its location and setting, as well as for the feel-
ing which the community has for it.



