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See instruct ions in How fo Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

1. Name 

t HCRS use only 

elved JUL 6 1982 
date entered 

historic Dimock Estate 

and/or common Grove H i l l Mansion (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number Florence Read, and Front Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Northampton vicinity of congressional district 1 

state ^ code ^^•^ county Hampshire code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public 5f occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 

. object >IA in process X yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military ntherr 

4. Owner of Property 

name Alan Verson 

street & number 16 Center Street 

city, town Northanpton N/A vicinity of state MA 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. HflTnp^hirp Rpgi gtry nf Dppfis 

street & number 55 King Street 

city, town Northampton state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the ^ ^ ^ ^ . , , 
" '̂̂ Commonwealth of Massachusetts #22 has th.s property been determmed eleg.ble? yes X no 

date 1975 federal . state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state 
MA 



7. Description Dimock Estate, Northanpton 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

_X- good ruins X altered moved date dL 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Grove H i l l Mansion, a High Victorian mansion, is set on a hilltop overlooking the Mill 
River in the village of Leeds in Northanpton. The house stands about 75 feet back 
from Front Street, surroxanded by residential structures, a few of which are contenporaxy 
and the rest are later i n f i l l . The property contains 3i acres of land, and includes 
at the front a stand of large pine trees wiiich formed a distinctive part of the land­
scape when the house was built. 

Highly eclectic and idiosyncratic in design, the brick mansion (built in 1880) incorporates 
elements of both Queen Anne and Eastlake styles. The btiilding is generally 24 
stories high, with a T-shape floor plan embellished by numerous Eastlakian porches and a 
4J story tower at the front. Intersecting gable and hip roofs of the various building 
segments are broken by decorative chimneys (one of \\4iich enframes a window); a l l roof 
surfaces are covered with slate t i l e s . 

Decorative brick and stone stringcoiirses enliven the walls, viiiile the irregularly 
placed windows are articulated by granite s i l l s and rusticated lintels. Brick 
relieving arches cap the second story windows. Wooden omament of particular note 
includes the f i r s t floor porches on each side, featuring bulbous posts and a geo­
metrically formed balustrade; stickwork and decorative shingling on the gable ends 
of the south wing; a covered balcony and open arcade on the tower; and a 
bracketed entablature with loosely interpreted triglyphs. Hie exterior remains 
essentially in i t s original condition. 

On the interior. Grove H i l l ft'Iansion retains' i t s ĝ and period woodwork. The entrance 
vestibule is distinguishedby double doors with etched and bevelled glass, oak panelling 
and strapwork, and a coffered ceiling. A central stairway opening onto a l l three floors 
has panelled wainscoting and unusually tiarved newels and balustrade in the Eastlake 
manner. Boactis on the f i r s t and second floors contain handsane fireplaces, seme 
with set-in t i l e s , some with built-in shelves and cabinets above. These' rooms 
have additional built-in cabinetry, wood trim,and hardwood floors; one contains 
concealed drawers in i t s panelled walls. On the third floor, roans are generally 
fumished more simply. The third floor b i l l i a r d roc*n, however, has highly decorative 
beariB and a cathedral-like ceiling, and the central area of this floor has a large 
handsone skylight with etched glass. 

Fifty feet northeast of the house stands an original greenhouse. Approximately 10 
feet wide by 30 feet long and 6 feet higji,the stmcture has 14 inch thick brick bearing 
walls and a peaked roof of glass. 



8. Significance Dimock Estate . Northanpton 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Specific dates 1880 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

Builder/Architect E.C. Gardner 

religion 
. science 
. sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 
. theater 
. transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Grove H i l l Mansion retains integrity of design, materials, setting, and location. The 
building is significant for i t s associations (1) with the development of Leeds Village 
and (2) with a locally prominent manufacturer and a regionally known architect, 
and as an excellent and unusual example of i t s style in the area. The property thus 
meets criteria A, B, and C of the National Register. 

Grove H i l l Mansion was built in 1879-80 for Lucius Dimock, an incorporator and " ' 
director of the Nonotuck Silk Cotipany. The conpany manufactured silk threads and 
yams from 1855 until 1921, vihen i t passed out of local hands. The Nonotuck Silk 
Mill in Leeds was established in 1879 and is significant for i t s role in revitalizing 
the town after a disastroios flooding of the Mill River. Both the mill and mansion 
were objects of local pride. A contenporary newspaper account described the 
mill as a "model" factory, "massive, solid, neat and attractive," and the 
nearby owner's residence as "cne of the finest houses in the Connecticut Valley." 

Ihe mansion was designed in 1879 by E.C. Gardner. A native of Ashfield, Gardner 
(1836-1915) began to practice architecture in Northanpton at the age of 22. 
Gardner settled in Springfield after the Civil War and maintained a practice there 
until 1911. Although he designed nimereus corrinercial buildings in Northampton 
prior to his move to Springfield, the Dimock hotise and one Elm Street residence, 
also of brick and designed in 1879, are his only r e s i d ^ t i a l designs yet identified 
in Northanpton. The Dimock house remains a unique exanple of i t s style in the 
Northanpton area. .̂v ....... 

As originally conceived, the Dimock estate was once considerable: about 20 
acres of land including the mansion, greenhouse, bams and stables (the two latter 
since danolished), and many fine trees wiiich graced the h i l l . Grave H i l l Mansion 
was a product of the marriage of Dimock's wealth and late Victorian imagination, 
as well as Gardner's architectural skills. This local showpiece has recently been 
allowed to deteriorate, but plans are currently underway for the rehabilitation and 
re-use of the preperty. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Daily Hampshire Gazette, Northanpton, MA Sept. 21, 1880 and July 3, 1946. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 . 5 a c r e s 

Quadrangle name E a s t h a m p t o n 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached deed description. 

Lis t a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 
-^t/A-

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Wendy Frentiere, I>reseivation Planner, with 

name/title Alan Vpr-̂ nn 

organization Magsachusetts Historical Coimission date May 7, 1982 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

ate-Hlstoric Preservation Officer si gnature V l l j U X - f i . T d U U v A g g 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Caimission date 
For HCRS use only 

t hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 
I >. E n t e r e d I n t h e 
f A^..•^^^(jL-'C^^ — latlonal Begister date 

Keeper of the National Register ^ 

: Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

GPO 938 6 3 5 



NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 
Grove H i l l Mansion 

I tem 10: Verba l Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 
Deed D e s c r i p t i o n , Hampshire R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Book 2118, Page 49 

Beginning at an i r o n p in set i n the easterly l i n e of Old Florence Street, so-called 
i n the Vi l l age of Leeds, C i ty of Northampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, thence 
N. 17 38' 20" W. a distance of 147.13 f e e t , more or less , along the easterly l i n e 
of sgid Old Florence Street t o a poin t ; thence 
N. 7 56' 10" E. a distance o f 12.66 f ee t , more or less , along the easterly l i n e of said 
Old Florence Street t o a point ; thence 
N. 7° 36' 40" E. a distance o f 242.38 f ee t , more or less , along the easterly l i n e of 
said Old Florence Street t o £ui i r o n p in set at the in te r sec t ion of said Old Florence 
Street and Front Street , so-called; thence 
N. 82° 0 1 ' 10" E. along the southerly l i n e o f said Front Street a distance of 299.14 
f ee t , more or less , t o an i r o n p in at land shown as Lot 1 on a plan here inaf ter mentioned; 
thenge 
S. 9 28' 59" E. a distance of 195.97 f e e t , more or less , along said Lot 1 to a point ; 
thence 
N. 88° 27' 22" E. a distance o f IO3.OO fee t , more or less , by land of said Lot 1 to an 
i r o n g in ; thence 
S. 10 0 1 ' 50" E. a distance of 222.69 f e e t , more or less , t o an i r o n p in at land 
shown as Tract 3 on the plan herein a f t e r mentioned; thence S. 85° 0 1 ' 30" W. a distance 
o f 329.49 f ee t , more or less , by land o f said Tract 3 and Lot 4 on said plan t o an 
i r o n g in ; thence 
N. 88 22' 10" W. a distance of 131.41 f ee t , more or less , t o the i r o n p in set at the 
beginning and being comprised of Parcels 2, 3 and 5 on a plan e n t i t l e d "Land i n 
Northamptno, Mass. Surveyed f o r Samuel Goldman", as revised A p r i l 17, 1978 by Gordon 
E. Ainsworth <5b Associates, I n c . , recorded wi th Hampshire County Registry of Deeds at 
Plan Book 108, Page 38 t o which plan reference i s hereby made f o r a complete and accurate 
descr ip t ion; 

being a por t ion of the premises described i n deed of James C. O'Donnell, Special Master, 
dated June 15, 1973 and recorded wi th Hampshire County Registry of Deeds at Book 1710, 
Page 121; Lot 2 contains approximately 20,559 square feet o f land. Lot 3 contains 
approximately 21, 195 sqixare feet o f land and Lot 5 contains approximately 2.86 acres 
o f land wi th the bui ldings and other improvements thereon. 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 
Unn*4 States DvpartMMrt mf M* iMtorier 

National Pait Smniee 

Grove HiU Mansion CDimock Estate), Hampshire 
County, MASSACHUSETTS, 

Working No. 77^/^^- /93c^ 
F«d. Reg. Dat^r J?, /• ?J 
Date Dua; ^'^ 
Action: _ ^ ^ C C E P T Z ^ ^ ^ 3 ? 

resubmission Interea In the RETURN 
nomination by person or local government national EegisteC R E J E C T . 
owner objection Federal Agency: 
appeal 

Substantive Review: sample request . appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
Cmftory 0«ni«i»l>l<) atatin >t«—m I 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

has iMs property been dMecwtned eligible? 

7. Descr ipt ion 

Cmm̂tVkmm Cliitk em Chech one 
sicenent deteriorated uruttered origtnat srte 
good ruins altered 
(air uneiposed 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 

- boundary selection 



6 . S i g n i f i c a n c e 

ap«cHlc M M M M O T * r c M « M t 

Stat#ff i9i i t ef SA^itMleafioo ' 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
c la r i t y 
app l icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

I of no«ntr«ated property . 

ngls neoie. 

UH^ Refefertoea 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tin (valuMMl Hgn>ncmK» ot tM« proparty aittMn tht « • ! • 

nalk>oal Mat* local 

t HiatDftc PffaaarvafkMi Offtcaf a^Qnaturw 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t ached sheet 

















A L A N V E R S O N 
A T T O R N E Y A T LAW 

l e C E N T E R S T R E E T , S U I T E 812 
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHtJSETTS 01060 

T E L E P H O N E (413) 686-1348 

February 11, 1982 

huiJ i V VJO2 

MASS. HJSX. CQMMt 
Ms. Candy Jenkins 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street '• 
Boston, Massachusetts -2108 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: 

Enclosed i s an application for registration of a building on the 
National Historic Register, along vdth photographs. Ms. Ann Tomasik 
i s quite familiar vdth the bioilding and has assisted i n preparation of 
the application form that I am now submitting. I have also submitted 
to Mr. Orfant an application for ce r t i f i c a t i o n of a rehabilitation project 
on the bmlding. 

The timing of t h i s project requires that construction begin on May 
1, and i t v d l l therefore be necessary, of course, that the registration 
and certif i c a t i o n processes have been approved by the state Historical 
Commission prior to that time. I am hopeful that you w i l l be able to 
assist me by having your Board act on th i s application for registration 
within t h i s time frame. 

I would be very appreciative i f you woiiLd give me a phone c a l l to 
discuss th i s matter after you have had an opportunity to review the 
application. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

Enclosures 



294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

lllllll 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nanination forms: 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Becket: 

Billerica: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

l/^ortliampton: 

Westfield: 

Becket Center Historic District (local) 

Manning Manse (local) 

Allen House (local) 

South Common Historic District (local) 

Washington Square Historic District (local) 

Wamesit Canal and Whipple M i l l Complex (local) 

Dimock Estate (local) 

Landlord Fowler Tavem (local - DOE: 11/79) 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the 
nomintion forms. 

Sincerely, • 

Candace Jewing 
Registraticai_^irector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 


