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See instructions in How fo Complete National Register Forms
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1. Name

historic Dimock Estate
and/or common Grove Hill Mansion (preferred)

2. Location

street & number Florence Read,and Front Street N/A not for publication
city, town Northampton vicinity of congressional district 1
state N code  Mhen county HampSh're code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public 5f occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object >|A in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military ntherr

4. Owner of Property

nane Al an Verson

dret & nurbe 16 Center Street

aty, tomn Northanpton N/A vidnity o date MA
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of desds etc. HfITnp*hirp Rpgi gtry nf Dppfis

street & number 55 Ki ng Street

aty, tomn  Northampton date MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

| t he Hist ssets of the 7 N

"/r\]ven i he of II\S/Iz(:\)srslq(a:c usettg 2*22 hes ths propaty bsmcb;m*rmeclelegbl@ yes X no
date 1975 federal . state county local

depostory for arvey records Massachusetts Historical Commisson

Boston

city, town state



7. Description Dimodk Estate, Northanpton

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered X original site

_X- good ruins X altered noved date dL
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Qove Hill Mansion, aHgh Victorian mansion, i s set onahilltop overlooking the Ml
River inthe village of Leeds i nNorthanpton. The house stands about 75 feet back

from Front Street, surroxanded by residential structures, a few of which are contenporaxy
and the rest are later infill. = The property contains 3i acres of land, and includes

at the front astand of large pine treeswiich formed a distinctive part of the |and-
scape when the house was built,

Highly eclectic andidiosyncratic indesign, the brick nansion (built in 1880) incorporates
el enents of both Queen Anne and East|ake styles. Thebtiilding i s generally 24
stories high, with a T-shape floor plan enbellished b%/ nuner ous East | aki an porches and a
4) story tower at the front. Intersecting gable andhip roofs of the variousbuilding
segnent s are broken by decorative chi nmeys %one of \\4iich enfranes a w ndow); all roof
surfaces are coveredwith slate tiles.

Decorative brick and stone stringcoiirses enliven the walls, viiiile the irregularly
placed w ndows are articulated by granitesills andrusticatedlintels. Brick
relieving arches caPthe second story w ndows. \Vdoden onanent of particular note
includes the first floor porches on each side, featuring bul bous posts and a geo-
metrically formed bal ustrade; stickwork anddecorative shinglingonthe gable ends
of the south wing; a covered bal cony andopen arcade on the tower; and a
bracketed entablature with |oosely interpreted triglyphs. He exterior remains
essentially inits original condition.

n the interior. GoveHillft'lansionretains' its gtand period woodwork. The entrance
vestibul e i sdistingui shedby double doors with etched and bevel |l ed glass, oak panelling
and strapwork, and a coffered ceiling. Acentral stairway opening onto all three floors
has panel |l ed wainscoting and unusual lJ tiarved newel s and bal ustrade inthe Eastlake
nmanner. Boedisonthe first andsecond floors contain handsane fireplaces, sene

with set-in tiles, son@wthbuilt-inshelves and cabinets above. ese’ roons

have additional built-in cabinetry, woodtrimand hardwood floors; one contains

conceal ed drawers inits panelled walls. Qnthe third floor, roans are ?enerally

fum shed nore sinply. ethird floor billiard roc*n, however, has highly decorative
beariB and a cathedral -1ike ceiling, andthe central area of this floor has alarge
handsone skylight with etched gl ass.

Fifty feet northeast of the house stands anoriginal greenhouse. Approximtely 10
feet wide by 30 feet long and6 feet higji,the stncture has 14 inch thick brick bearing
wal I s and a peaked roof of glass.



8. Significan C€ Dimok Estate . Northanpton

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below . .
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . Sclence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education mllltgry . SOC a_l/ .
1700-1799 art engineering music hunani t ari an

X 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications X industry . politics/government . transportation
invention _ other (specify)

Specific dates 1880 Builder/Architect EC Gurdner

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Qove Hill Mansion retains integrityof design, materials, setting, andlocation. The
building is significant for itsassociations (1) with the devel opnment of Leeds Village
and (2) with alocaIIyJ)rom nent manufacturer and a regionally known architect,

and as an excellent andunusual exanple of itsstyle inthe area. The property thus
nmeets criteria A B and Cof the National Register.

Gove Hil| Mansion ves built in 1879-80 for Lucius D nock, anincorporator and " '
director of the Nonotuck Silk Gotipany. The conpany nanufactured silk threads and
yans from1855until 1921, wvihen i t passed out of |ocal hands. The Nonotuck Silk
Mill in Leeds was established in 1879 andis significant for itsrole inrevitalizing
the town after a disastroios flooding of the M|l Rver. Both the mll and nansion
wer e obj ects of |ocal pride. A contenporary newspaper account described the

mll as a "nodel " factory, "nassive, solid, neat andattractive," and the

nearby owner's residence as "cne of the finest houses in the Connecticut Valley."

Ihe nmansi on was designed in 1879 by EC Gardner. Anative of Ashfield, Gardner

1836- 1915) began to practice architecture in Northanpton at the age of 22.

rdner settled in Sﬂrmghel.d after the Civil Vir and maintained apractice there
until 1911  Although he designed ni nereus corrinercial buildings inNorthanpton
prior to his noveto Springfield, the O nock hotise and one H mStreet residence,
also of brick anddesigned in 1879, are his only resid"tial designs ?/et Jidentified
in Northanpton. The O nock house renains a uni que exanple of itsstyle in the
Nor t hanpt on ar ea. N

As originally conceived, the O nmock estate was once considerable: about 20
acresof landincluding the mansion, greenhouse, bans and stables (the two latter
since danolished), and nany fine trees wiiich graced the hill. GaveHill Mnsion
was a product of the marriage of O nock' s wealth and late Victorian imagination,

as well as Gardner's architectural skills. This local showpiece has recently been
allowed to deteriorate, but plans are currently underway for the rehabilitationand
re-use of the preperty.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Daily Hampshire Gazette, Northanpton, MA Sept. 21, 1880 and July 3, 1946.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 3.5 acres
Quadrangle name Easthampton Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached deed description.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
-M/A-

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

~ Wady Frentiere, I>reseivation Planner, with
namefite  Alan” Vpr-"m

organization M agsachusetts Historical Coimission date May 7, 1982
drest & numbar 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

ate-Hlstoric Preservation Officer signature VIIjUX-fi. TdUUvVAgg

tile Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Caimission dde

For HCRS use only
t hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

I > Entered In the

f o AN AAA(L-CAN — latlonal Begister date
Keeper of the National Register A

. Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 938 635



NORTHAMPTON, MASS.
Grove Hill Mansion

Item 10: Verbal Boundary Description
Deed Description, Hampshire Registry of Deeds, Book 2118, Page 49

Beginning at an iron pin set in the easterly line of Old Florence Street, so-called

in the Village of Leeds, City of Northampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, thence

N. 17 38" 20" W. a distance of 147.13 feet, more or less, along the easterly line

of sgid Old Florence Street to a point; thence

N. 7 56' 10" E. a distance of 12.66 feet, more or less, along the easterly line of said
Old Florence Street to a point; thence

N. 7° 36' 40" E. a distance of 242.38 feet, more or less, along the easterly line of

said Old Florence Street to £uiiron pin set at the intersection of said Old Florence
Street and Front Street, so-called; thence

N. 82° 01' 10" E. along the southerly line of said Front Street a distance of 299.14
feet, more or less, to an iron pin at land shown as Lot 1 on a plan hereinafter mentioned;
thenge

S. 9 28 59" E. a distance of 195.97 feet, more or less, along said Lot 1 to a point;
thence

N. 88° 27' 22" E. a distance of 103.00 feet, more or less, by land of said Lot 1 to an
iron gin; thence

S. 10 01' 50" E. a distance of 222.69 feet, more or less, to an iron pin at land

shown as Tract 3 on the plan herein after mentioned; thence S 85° 01' 30" W. a distance
of 329.49 feet, more or less, by land of said Tract 3 and Lot 4 on said plan to an

iron gin; thence

N. 88 22' 10" W. a distance of 131.41 feet, more or less, to the iron pin set at the
beginning and being comprised of Parcels 2, 3 and 5 on a plan entitled "Land in
Northamptno, Mass. Surveyed for Samue Goldman", as revised April 17, 1978 by Gordon

E. Ainsworth ¥ Associates, Inc., recorded with Hampshire County Registry of Deeds at
Plan Book 108, Page 38 to which plan reference is hereby maede for a complete and accurate
description;

being a portion of the premises described in deed of James C. O'Donnell, Special Master,
dated June 15, 1973 and recorded with Hampshire County Registry of Deeds at Book 1710,
Page 121; Lot 2 contains approximately 20,559 square feet of land. Lot 3 contains
approximately 21, 195 sgixare feet of land and Lot 5 contains approximately 2.86 acres
of land with the buildings and other improvements thereon.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Unn*4 States DvpartMMrt mf M* iMtorier
National Pait Smniee

Grove HiU Mandon CDimodk Estate), Hampshire
County, MASSACHUSETTS,

Working No. 777NN /93ch
F«d. Reg. Dat*r J?, /e ?J
Date Dua; NN
Action: _ANCCEPTZA~AANANBZ?
resubmission Interea In the RETURN
nomination by person or local government national EegisteC REJECT.
owner objection Federal Agency:
appeal
Substantive Review: sample request . appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

*Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Cmftory Occni«i»|>1<) atatin >te—mll

4. Owner of Property
5. Location ofLegal Description

6. Representation inExisting Surveys

has iMs property been dMecwtned eligible?

7. Description

amfvam Cliitk em Chech one
sicenent deteriorated uruttered origtnat srte
good ruins altered
(air uneiposed

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

- boundary selection



6. Significance

ap«cHlc M M MMOT *rcM«Mt

Stat#ffi9iit ef SANitMleafioo

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

| of no«ntr«ated property .
ngls neoie.
UH” Refefertoea

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Tin (valuMMI Hgn>ncmK» ot tM« proparty aittMn tht «s!e

nalk>oal Mat* local

t HiatDftc PffaaarvafkMi Offtcaf a”Qnaturw

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning

this

Signed

Comments for any

Date

item may be continued

Certification

nomination may be directed to

on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504
























ALAN VERSON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

le CENTER STREET, SUITE 812
NORTHAMPTON, MASSACHtJSETTS 01060

TELEPHONE (413) 686-1348

February 11, 1982
huid i1 V vJo2

M. Candy Jenkins

Massachusetts Hi storical Comm ssion MASS HISX. COMMt
Office of the Secretary of State

294 \ashi ngt on Street ‘e
Bost on, Massachusetts -2108

Dear M. Jenkins:

Enclosed i s anapplication for registrationof abuilding on the
National Historic Register, along vdth photographs. M. Ann Tonasik
is quite familiar vdth thebioildingand has assisted i npreparation of
the application formthat I amnowsubmtting. | have also submtted
to M. Ofant anapplication for certification of arehabilitation project
on the bm ding.

The timng of this project requires that construction begin on My
1, andi tvdll therefore benecessary, of course, that the registration
and certification processes have been approved byt he state Historical
Conm ssion prior tothat time. | amhopeful that youwill beableto
assi st ne by having your Board act onthis application forregistration
withinthis time frame.

| would bevery appreciative i f youwiild give ne a phone call to
discuss this matter after you have had anopportunity toreviewthe
application. Thank you for your cooperation.

Very truly yours.

Encl osur es



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

i Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 2594 Wasl\r/llingtonh Street
HISTOR'CAL OgiBOSH, assachusetts M L 3 H Ly
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of thelnterior
Vashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:

Encl osed you will find thefollow ng nanination forns:

Becket : Becket Center Historic District (local)

Billerica: Manni ng Manse (1 ocal )

Lowel | : Al len House (local)

Lowel | : South Qonmon Historic District (local)

Lowel | : Washi ngton Square Historic District (local)

Lowel | : VWnesit Canal and Wi pple Mi Il Gonplex (local)
|/ ™ortlianmpton: O nock Estate (local)

Vestfield: Landl ord Fow er Tavem (local - DOE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible bytheState Review Board and have been si gned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qaners were notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30 - 75 days before theneeting and were af f or ded
the opport]yni tytocomment. Conments received todate areattached to the
nonintion forns.

Sincerely, .

CGandace Jewi ng
Registraticai _"irector
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Cl)/ sac



