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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boise City National Bank is a four-story rusticated sandstone building in the
Richardsonian Romanesque style. Its Eighth Street facade is three bays wide,

- dominated by a central portal with Romanesque columns and an elliptical arch.
Foliated ornamentation bands the spandrels. Large rusticated round arched windows
flank the entry. The Idaho Street side is seven bays wide. Each bay has a round
arched opening: the four eastern most being windows, the fifth provides egress
to the upper stories, and the 3 western archways form an arcade for the entry
to an Idaho Power Company office.

A11 openings have modern aluminum frames and the upper story windows' transoms
have been enclosed. The third story contains pairs of round arched windows with
accented extrados moldings resembling .eyebrows. - - .

The building stands on a raised foundation and terminates with a crenellated parapet
supported by a round-arched blind arcade. The cornice between the third and

fourth stories terminated the original 1891 structure. The fourth story and four
western most bays were added in 1904-05. In 1913 the first story was given its
present appearance when the original corner entry was removed in favor of the major
entry on Eighth Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boise City National Bank is architecturally significant as one of the best
extant commercial examples of the Richardsonian Romanesque Revival style in the
west. Constructed of Boise sandstone quarried at Tablerock, and erected three
years after Richardson's Marshall Field Warehouse in Chicago, this bank building
is an outstanding local landmark.

Originally the bank was to be a $13,000 structure, but architect James King con-

- Vinced the bank trustees that a more substantial building should be erected. Thus
$40,000 was allocated for the construction of this building whose style and 20
Inch sandstone walls were "to give an idea of solidity, strength and permanence."1

James King was an important Boise architect of the 1890s. He designed the National
Register Moore-Cunningham house and the walls and administration building of the
state penitentiary. The Boise City National Bank is the only surviving example

of his commercial work.

Tourtellotte and Co., the foremost architects of their period in Boise, designed
the 1904-05 addition and the 1913 remodeling. Both these alterations maintained
the original building's spirit and appearance, and the crenellated parapet is a
distinct enhancement of the original. (Charles Hummel, its designer, was German
born and trained.)

1 Idaho Daily Statesman, August 23, 1891, p. 6, c. 1.




FEIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Idaho Daily Statesman, August 23, 1891, p. 6, c. 1; Novemberw26, 1905, p. 14, c. 1-3.

[QJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre.
UTM REFERENCES

all,1] |516,43,8,0 14,82,9375 sl ) Ll L, “ L] l
ZONE EASTING QBTHING

ZONE EASTING NORTHING

lllll 1|||1| L 0[:']' |Jl|1|1|1]

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property consists of the Simplot building and its 1éﬁhron“£he\$outﬁwest corner

of Eighth and Idaho. (oI,
JBMgC'/ﬁJ & ’u%m,al) /é'zw:/-’tﬂ Mocéa Zr\/ S Dec /}l(ww /I%Jc?jf

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Don Hibbard, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE -
I daho State Historical Society /4[ Sing /9;8
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE
610 North Julia Davis Drive - ... 384-2120
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Boise Idaho -

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:

NATIONAL ___ STATE_X LOCAL ___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 442«14& l/)/%/ }/”/(;;,NL /j}g/

DATE

TITLE

State H1stor1c Preservat1on Officer ;

'“asnsnrasﬂAﬂONALneeuren
:::, _/ DAYE lj % t r‘ ’ x . :
S 9y ETh — e -

g \

GPO 892.453




