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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boise City National Bank is a four-story rusticated sandstone building in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style. Its Eighth Street facade is three bays wide, 
dominated by a central portal with Romanesque columns and an elliptical arch. 
Foliated ornamentation bands the spandrels. Large rusticated round arched windows 
flank the entry. The Idaho Street side is seven bays wide. Each bay has a round 
arched opening: the four eastern most being windows, the fifth provides egress 
to the upper stories, and the 3 western archways form an arcade for the entry 
to an Idaho Power Company office.

All openings have modern aluminum frames and the upper story windows' transoms 
have been enclosed. The third story contains pairs of round arched windows with 
accented extrados moldings resembling eyebrows.

The building stands on a raised foundation and terminates with a crenellated parapet 
supported by a round-arched blind arcade. The cornice between the third and 
fourth stories terminated the original 1891 structure. The fourth story and four 
western most bays were added in 1904-05. In 1913 the first story was given its 
present appearance when the original corner entry was removed in favor of the major 
entry on Eighth Street.
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The Boise City National Bank is architecturally significant as one of the best 
extant commercial examples of the Richardsonian Romanesque Revival style in the 
west. Constructed of Boise sandstone quarried at Tablerock, and erected three 
years after Richardson's Marshall Field Warehouse in Chicago, this bank building 
is an outstanding local landmark.

Originally the bank was to be a $13,000 structure, but architect James King con­ 
vinced the bank trustees that a more substantial building should be erected. Thus 
$40,000 was allocated for the construction of this building whose style and 20 
Inch sandstone walls were "to give an idea of solidity, strength and permanence." 1

James King was an important Boise architect of the 1890s. He designed the National 
Register Moore-Cunningham house and the walls and administration building of the 
state penitentiary. The Boise City National Bank is the only surviving example 
of his commercial work.

Tourtellotte and Co., the foremost architects of their period in Boise, designed 
the 1904-05 addition and the 1913 remodeling. Both these alterations maintained 
the original building's spirit and appearance, and the crenellated parapet is a 
distinct enhancement of the original. (Charles Hummel, its designer, was German 
born and trained.)

Idaho Daily Statesman, August 23, 1891, p. 6, c. 1.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Idaho Daily Statesman, August 23, 1891, p. 6, c. 1; November,26, 1905, p. 14, c. 1-3

UTM REFERENCES

A|l.l| 15| 6, 4| 3, 8, 0| 14.812.91 3. 7, 5|
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Cl I I 11,1
Jr

, t i

,.
ZONE EASTING, - NORTHINGpj . i i i . i . . i iTr.i . .

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property consists of the Simplot building and its land on the southwest corner 
of Eighth and Idaho.a ^ '
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