
FORM B - BiriLDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Rn<;tn 

Area Forn no. 

C 137 
^7Ci4_ Wash ^ Wat nn .qrTo*>f Rn^tnp. M^^^^2J^^ 

locat ion i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
^<v'v-ildings 

Reading r#8) 

ess 229 West S t * e « * -

oric Majne^^^Kt^/V\ pJiAjtrH HTHTJIA. 

Orig ina l D w e l l i n g 

Present D w e l l i n g 

r s h i p : E I Private ind iv idua l 
Private organization 

Public 

Or ig ina l owner F.phrRim Wpq^^n 

;̂ __.CRIPTION; 

Date e. 1800 

Source R o o f t r e e s * Conoern-ing the. 
• Past . 

Style Fg ' j e rq ] 

Archi tec t 

Exter ior wa l l f ab r i c F r a m e / g r a n i t e 
f o 'undation 

Outbuildings Garage 

•Major alterations (with dates) 

Bay v/indow on wes t , and porch on 

s o u t h . 

Moved Ho Date 

Approx. acreage 11 ,,215 s<i....i 't; 

Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Commi s s i nn 

Date No-JS£^tS&D 1980 

r e s e r v a t i o n Sett ing Set on s l i g h t s l o p e , the 
:A A s s o c i a t e s 

main door f a c e s sou th 

(Staple addi t iona l sheets here) 



J,' . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and . . . j 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This elegant house i s one o f the few hipped-roof houses l e f t i n Reading. j 
The year of its construction is uncertain, but an early 1800's date \ 
seems l i k e l y . I t faces south, as d i d most Federal houses i n town. The | 
two-s to ry , f i v e - b a y facade i s framed by corner o i l a s t e r s w i t h unusual | 
c a p i t a l at cornice l e v e l . The windows jure f l u s h w i t h t h e i r frames to 
create a " f l a t " w a l l plane; the doorway surround has been a l t e r e d . The j 
bay windov/ has to have been added l a t e r , al though the g ran i t e o f i t s j 
foundat ion seems to be the same as the g ran i t e o f the main houses f o u n - i 
da t i on . This may argue f o r a l a t e r cons t ruc t ion date, since bay windows 
were a post-Federal f e a t u r e . The I t a l i a n a t e porch—also an add i t i on— 
has posts w i t h d i f f e r e n t c a p i t a l s than seen on the o r i g i n a l corner p i l a s t e r s . i 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history i 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Ihe house was b u i l t by Ephraim Weston, an e a r l y shoe manufacturer , 
and owner—with Jonathan Temple — o f the Dragon Corner S tore . He also 
dea l t i n r e a l e s t a t e . He i s c r e d i t e d as being among the f i r s t 
manufactuBBTB i n town who "employed any considerable number o f hands." 
Giv ing work to many Reading f a m i l i e s , who sewed the shoes by hand, 
he so ld shoes to the West Indies and to Ba l t imore , a f t e r h i s son 
opened an o u t l e t t he re . He a lso dea l t i n g r o c e r i e s . A grocery , 
store s t i l l f u n c t i o n s at Dragon Corner, though the shoemaking 
and shoemakers have disappeared. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES ' 

1830 ">ap ' • 
1854 map. A. Weston (Aaron) 

1875 Mrs. M. P.. Weston (Mary Parker, widow of Aaron) . . ' 

Bishop, Roof t rees . p . 32 
Wadlin, Concerning the Past , Chapter XXXIX 
Eaton, Genealogical H i s t o r y , p . 532 2OM 9/80 

I 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: Form No: 

r.o r.c in ~ Z-121 

Property Name: 222 ' est Q 4-

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

i s " r o r e r t ' ' i s s i rnif icc-^n (1) f o r 11 snoe-
r.skin-- i n d u s t r y ; (2) f o r i t s connection v; i th e a r l y shoe r isnufacturer 
Fphrairn l.eston, snd. the Dra~on Corner nei~hbor'rooc; and (3) as sn 
e."ar.rl9 o f Federal a r c h i t e c t u r e '..ath I t a l i a n a t e a l t e r a t i o n s . I t 
r e t a in s i n t e ' - r i t y o f locs . t ion , 
anc f e e l i n - , a.nd meets C r i t e r i ; 

!s i~n, s e t t i n - , r.-.a t e r i a l s , vrarKr.anshir 
md C o f the I :a t ional ne~is te r . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900 a 
0 « ) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er Page ? 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

81. Sanborn, Rev. Peter, House 

82. Symonds, Thomas, House 

83. Temple, Joseph, House 

84. Temple, Mark, House 

85. Walnut Street School 

Entered In the 
National Eegister 

Entered In th;j 
Natloiial fie^lBcjx 

HRtlonal Bcgtotar 

national HeglstOT 

Ectered i n tha 
Hatlonal Eogister 

86, 

87, 

88, 

Wells, Charles, House gj^tered in the 
National Begister 

Weston, Ephrain, House Entered In tha 
Natlonft.1 B'^jgiBter 

Weston, Jabez, House Entered In the 

National Begiscer 

Date/Signature 

89. Wisteria Lodge Entered In the 
Hatlonal Begister 

peeper (AAC-^Lu.,./6y.^7-z9 

Attest 

'j'^eper r7{li^^''^-\j^.,^AS^^c^ 7-/9-^' 

Attest 

/deeper rALLA..^.Ay^ 7-/9'H 

Attest 

Attest 

Attest 

l^eeper / 9 i ^ l A - w . y ^ 7 ^ > ^ r - / y - ^ ^ 

Attest 

i^lfeeper 

Attest 

-779-^ 

f ^ p e v AA<i<-^-^c.^-^X^h*--^7-z9 ~t 
7 

Attest 

tAe^pev ^^^^^^^^-V.^.^^^CK-*'..^ 7 79-t/ 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Weston, Ephrain, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

n resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
EH owner objection 
• appeal 

rU sample D request Substantive Review: 

Entered In tha 
National Begteter 

Working No. ^ 
Fed. Reg. Date: rAl,/^^ 
Date Due: 7 ' ^ ' ^ 9 
Action: __tr«CCEPT 

7 - / 9 - f / 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

• appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes d n o 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

EU ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource » j>. 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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I Rev. JAN. I. 1970 Rcv. Jan . | . (9 / ;2 P L A T 
PREPARED UNDER THE DIRECTION 

OF THE READING BOARD OF ASSESSORS BY 
NEW ENGLAND SURVEY SERVICE INC - BOSTON, MASS. 

PLAN INFORM; 

FOR 1 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


