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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (describe important architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)
This elegant house is one of the few hipped-roof houses left in Reading.
The year of its construction IS uncertain, but an early 1800's date
seems likely. It faces south, as did most Federal houses in town. The
two-story, five-bay facade is framed by corner oilasters with unusual
capital at cornice level. The windows jure flush with their frames to
create a "flat" wall plane; the doorway surround has been altered. The
bay windov/ has to have been added l|ater, although the granite of its
foundation seems to be the same as the granite of the main houses foun-
dation. This may argue for a later construction date, since bay windows
were a post-Federal feature. The Italianate porch—also an addition—
has posts with different capitals than seen on the original corner pilasters.
HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the deveopment of the community)

Ihe house was built by Ephraim Weston, an early shoe manufacturer,

and owner—with Jonathan Temple—of the Dragon Corner Store. He also
dealt in real estate. He is credited as being among the first
manufactuBBTB in town who "employed any considerable number of hands.”
Giving work to many Reading families, who sewed the shoes by hand,

he sold shoes to the West Indies and to Baltimore, after his son

opened an outlet there. He also dealt in groceries. A grocery ,
store still functionsat Dragon Corner, though the shoemaking

and shoemakers have disappeared.

BIBLICGRAFHY and/or REFERENCES

1830 ">gp "o
1854 map. A. Weston (Aaron)
1875 Mrs.M. P.. Weston (Mary Parker, widow of Aaron)

Bishop, Rooftrees. p. 32
Wadlin, Concerning the Past , Chapter XXXIX
Eaton, Genealogical History, p. 532 20M 9/80
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Weston, Ephrain, House (Reading MRA)
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n resubmission

O nomination by person or local government
EH owner objection

e appeal

Substantive Review: ru sample D request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
CU good EU ruins
o fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
| Idates

| Iboundary selection

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below
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8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness

e clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource »
e context

CU relationship of integrity to significance

CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
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