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DESCRIPTION

(Check  One)
Excellent B Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION )
fCfiecfc One; (Check One)
Altered . Unaltered 171 Moved g] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Daniel Brooks House i ssited on a three acre | ot |ocated at Brooks Rd.
in Lincoln, approximately three hundred yards from t he southern border of
M nute Man National Park and two hundred yards north of Route 2.

The original building, conmpleted before 1695, was a typical Ilate
seventeenth century dwelling of two and one half story frame construction,
with one roomon each floor,an entrance on t hewest side, and aridge
roof. About 1700 a two story, tworoom addition was added t ot he east
side of thenmain building; theresult was thepresent five bay wide facade
and one bay wi dth. Another entrance was opened i nthenorth side of the
new addition, and thelarge chimey, which had been on t heeast wall of
the old portion, was replaced by the present brick stacks on the north
slope of theroof. I ntheearly nineteenth century a two story eHwith
two roons per floor was added t ot hewestern portion of the north

el evation and a center entrance with a country federal surround was added
to thesouth facade. Presently thehouse rests on a foundation of rough
granite boul ders and has been sheathed with butted wooden shingles; theroof
is covered with black asphalt shingles. The windows throughout are si x
over nine double hung sashes.

Inside, theBrooks House displays atypical central hall plan with alarge
roomopening toeither side of theentry. Features of theinterior noted
by theHistoric American Building Survey include exposed chanfered beans
in thefirst floor main rooms, gunstock corner posts and w de, wooden
pegged floorboards. Fine exanples of seventeenth and eighteenth century
hardware exist i ntheiron door |atches and hinges found innobst oithe

r ooms.

Adjacent tothehouse, near thenorth east corner of theproperty, i s a
smal | barn, probably of nineteenth century origin and now converted to
a garage. North of this i sa small shed i na ruined condition, andt o
the northwest i sthefoundation of a barn, perhaps noved andincorporated
into thenorthelLintheearly nineteenth century. The grounds include
a small lawn, stone walls, and thick woods.
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I 1-Cdnsermvation n  Music 1 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Daniel Brooks House, described by theHistoric American Building
Survey (1962) as, "...one of thefiner preserved examples of early
American small houses," i stheancestral hone of Lincoln's prom nent
Brooks family andremained i ntheir possession for over two hundred thirty
years. Built i n 1695 by Daniel Brooks for his newhbride, thehousei s

in remarkably original condition with significant seventeenthandearly

ei ghteenth century interior features.

The first Brooks t osettle i nLincoln (then part of ConcordJ Lincoln

was incorporated i nl1754)was Thonmas, who hadestablished himself there
by 1635. | twas his grandson who built thepresent structure and hel ped
develop t he surrounding village, where for twocenturies the Brooks

fam |y operated a tannery, a tavern, anda brick kiln. Unbaked bricks
used for insulation between t hehouse's frame andplaster walls, as well
as baked bricks used i nfireplaces, chimeys, andhearths, cane fromthe
Brooks Village Brick Yard.

A fifth generation owner of t hehouse was Brigadier General El eazer
Brooks, highest ranking officer i nthearea during the Revolution.
Called "a splendid athlete, self-educated anda dangerous foe i n

di scussions," Brooks was a nenber of t he Conmittee of Correspondence and
of theProvincial Congress. After being comm ssioned by John Hancock,
the General sawaction at Concord, Ticonderoga, Dorchester Heights,
White Plains, andSaratoga. Hi s extensive records andletters docu-
menting theRevolution have survived t ogive a graphic account of the
VWar years.

General Brooks' public career spanned a period of thirty-seven years,
from 1774, when he was el ected Representative t ot he General Court,
until 1801, when, as a State Senator, heresigned i na letterto
Governor John Hancock andexpressed hi sdisillusionment with thegreed
and immorality rampant i npolitics. Thehouse remained i nthe famly
long after theGeneral's tenure, but was finally sold i n 1929.
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