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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 
ENTRY DATE 

1. NAME 
C OMMON ; 

Daniel Brooks House 
A N D / O R H I S T O RI C : 

Same 
2 . L O C A T I O N 

S ™ T ^ 9 NUMBER: ^ /Vy ^ Crx.. 

Brooks Road ^ 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

L i n c o l n /'t-'-^^-^t. 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T ; 

F o u r t h 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

M i d d l e s e x 

C O D E 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C O U N T Y : 

M i d d l e s e x 017 
3. CLASSfFlCAtlON 

FT 

CATEGORY 

(Chech One) 

• D i s t r i c t Q B u i l d i n g 

• Site • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

• P u b l i c 

B P r i va te 

• Both 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

• In P rocess 

[ I Be ing Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Occup ied 

Q Unoccup ied 

( I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n proqres.*-

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

E No 

PRESEr£T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I 1 A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 Commerc ia l 

Q E d u c a t i o n a l 

Q En te r ta inmen t 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Park 

P r i v a t e Res idence 

I 1 R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

• T ranspor ta t i on , | j Q T l - C o r n i 

• o t h e r r j ^ ^ r ^ - ^ ^ 

Comments 

O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

H a r r i e t J . Rogers 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Brooks Road 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

L i n c o l n 
tOCATtON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

S T A T E ; 

Massachusetts 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

South Middlesex Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Court House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

^ast Cambridge 
«5. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G S U R V E Y S 

Massachusetts 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth cont. 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1967 r n Fede ra l 0 State [ I Coun ty • L o c a l 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C3 

1 



7, D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

• E x c e l l e n t B Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fCfiecfc O n e ; 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

171 Moved g ] O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Daniel Brooks House i s sited on a three acre l o t located at Brooks Rd. 
i n Lincoln, approximately three hundred yards from the southern border of 
Minute Man National Park and two hundred yards north of Route 2. 

The o r i g i n a l building, completed before 1695, was a t y p i c a l late 
seventeenth century dwelling of two and one half story frame construction, 
with one room on each floor,an entrance on the west side, and a ridge 
roof. About 1700 a two story, two room addition was added to the east 
side of the main building; the resul t was the present f i v e bay wide facade 
and one bay width. Another entrance was opened i n the north side of the 
new addition, and the large chimney, which had been on the east wall of 
the old portion, was replaced by the present brick stacks on the north 
slope of the roof. I n the early nineteenth century a two story eHwith 
two rooms per f l o o r was added to the western portion of the north 
elevation and a center entrance with a country federal surround was added 
to the south facade. Presently the house rests on a foundation of rough 
granite boulders and has been sheathed with butted wooden shingles; the roof 
i s covered with black asphalt shingles. The windows throughout are six 
over nine double hung sashes. 

Inside, the Brooks House displays a t y p i c a l central h a l l plan with a large 
room opening to either side of the entry. Features of the i n t e r i o r noted 
by the Hist o r i c American Bui l d i n g Survey include exposed chamfered beams 
i n the f i r s t f l o o r main rooms, gunstock corner posts and wide, wooden 
pegged floorboards. Fine examples of seventeenth and eighteenth century 
hardware exist i n the iron door latches and hinges found i n most o i the 
rooms. 

Adjacent to the house, near the north east corner of the property, i s a 
small barn, probably of nineteenth century o r i g i n and now converted to 
a garage. North of t h i s i s a small shed i n a ruined condition, and to ' 
the northwest i s the foundation of a barn, perhaps moved and incorporated 
int o the north elL i n the early nineteenth century. The grounds include 
a small lawn, stone walls, and thick woods. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ 1 P re -Co lumb ian 1 d ] 16th Century 

• 15th Century H ^^^^ Century 

g ] 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1 6 9 5 , 1 7 0 0 , C . 1 8 0 0 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ino l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

• Agr icu l tur fe ' -

pxi A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I Commerce 

I I CorTlimunications 

I 1 - C dn s'e'rv a t i o n 

1 1 Educa t i on 

[ I Eng ineer ! ng 

|?r| Indus t ry 

[ 1 I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

[71 L i t e r a t u r e 

H M i l i t o r y 

n Mus ic 

P o l i t i c a l 

' • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

[7] Sc ience 

ITH Sculpture 

I I Socra 1/Human-

i t a r i an 

[7] Thea te r 

1 1 T ranspo r ta t i on 

[7] Urban Planning 

•[JJ Ol-her (Specify) 

American 
Revo lu t i on 

U 

Ir-

UJ 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Daniel Brooks House, described by the H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g 
Survey (1962) as, "...one of the f i n e r preserved examples of e a r l y 
American small houses," i s the a n c e s t r a l home of Lincoln's prominent 
Brooks f a m i l y and remained i n t h e i r possession f o r over two hundred t h i r t y 
years. B u i l t i n 1695 by Daniel Brooks f o r h i s new b r i d e , the house i s 
i n remarkably o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t seventeenth and e a r l y 
eighteenth century i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e s . 

The f i r s t Brooks t o s e t t l e i n L i n c o l n (then p a r t o f ConcordJ L i n c o l n 
was incorporated i n 1754)was Thomas, who had est a b l i s h e d himself there 
by 1635. I t was h i s grandson who b u i l t the present s t r u c t u r e and helped 
develop the surrounding v i l l a g e , where f o r two cent u r i e s the Brooks 
f a m i l y operated a tannery, a tave r n , and a b r i c k k i l n . Unbaked b r i c k s 
used f o r i n s u l a t i o n between the house's frame and p l a s t e r w a l l s , as w e l l 
as baked b r i c k s used i n f i r e p l a c e s , chimneys, and hearths, came from the 
Brooks V i l l a g e B r i c k Yard. 

A f i f t h generation owner of the house was B r i g a d i e r General Eleazer 
Brooks, highest ranking o f f i c e r i n the area during the Revolution. 
Called "a splendid a t h l e t e , self-educated and a dangerous foe i n 
discussions," Brooks was a member of the Committee of Correspondence and 
of the P r o v i n c i a l Congress. A f t e r being commissioned by John Hancock, 
the General saw a c t i o n a t Concord, Ticonderoga, Dorchester Heights, 
White P l a i n s , and Saratoga. His extensive records and l e t t e r s docu­
menting the Revolution have survived t o give a graphic account of the 
War years. 

General Brooks' p u b l i c career spanned a pe r i o d of t h i r t y - s e v e n years, 
from 1774, when he was ele c t e d Representative t o the General Court, 
u n t i l 1801, when, as a State Senator, he resigned i n a l e t t e r t o 
Governor John Hancock and expressed h i s d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t w i t h the greed 
and immorality rampant i n p o l i t i c s . The house remained i n the f a m i l y 
long a f t e r the General's tenure, but was f i n a l l y sold i n 1929. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
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I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y 

COUN TY 

COUNTY; 

COUNTY; 'AL 

7\^^ 
COUNTY: 

11 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Alexander Cassie, Consultant for Elizabeth R. Amadon, State Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (617) 727-8470 August 14, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

40 Beacon Street 02108 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Boston 
h2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCAHON 

Massachusetts 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the des ignated State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s proper ty for i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis ter and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according to the c - i te r ia and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service. The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

I hereby c e r t i f y that th i s property is inc luded i n the 

N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r 

National | | 

Name 

State E L o c a l • 

John r i X. Davoren, Secretary of the 
CommoM/ealth and Chairman of the 
Title 

Associate Director, Professional 
Services 

i^-^'e OCT 9 ^ m 
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Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date Date 
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WORKIÎ G IIUMBL R 
1 1 • I 1 1 1 • 

TECll RL'VIEW 
Photos  

Maps / 

CONTROL liEVIEW 

HISTORIAN 

7-3 

ARCIIITECTUJIAL HISTORIAN ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j - ^ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

m<y 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

National Rogister write-up 

Fedei-al Rccji.ster entiy { " l ~ f - 7 J 

Send-back 

Re-submit 

Entered OCT 













Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

D a n i e l B r o o k s H o u s e 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Same 

NUMERIC CODE ( A f l ^ n e d by NPS) 

OCT 

2. LOCATIOM 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y 

M i d d l e s e x 

T O W N 

L i n c o l n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

B r o o k s R o a d 

3. li*AP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E „ , 

U . S . G . S . 7 h ' Q u a d r a n g l e 

M a p , C o n c o r d , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

D A T E 

1 9 5 8 

S C A L E 

l s 2 4 , 0 0 0 

REOUtREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARRO» 

v9l 

2 81973 \§ 

IcOi I^^ATIONAI 

• A 
GPO 932 .010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE KASSACHESETT8 

Date Entered 

Neune Location 

Brooks, Oa&ial, BouM Id&eola 
Mlddle««3i: County 

Also Notified 

Bon. Edward M. Keimedy 
Km. Edward W. Brooke 
Bo»> Itobert F . Drixian 

Director, Northeast Region 

Stat* Bistorle Freaervatlon Officer 
fion. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of tha Coononwealth 
Chairman, Iiassachueetta Historical 
GoimGi.88ion 

40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
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