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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fifth Ward (Monserrat) School is at the northeast corner of Fifth and York Streets.

It is a three-story brick structure with recessed, round-arched fenestration on all three
floors. The foundation is also brick. A horizontal string course at the spring of the
arch unites the rhythm of the arched forms on each floor. A string course underscored

by dentils separates the first and second stories. Another string course separates

the second and third stories. The third story is topped by an extended cornice underscored
by dentils. A slightly projected portion of the main facade, containing the fenestration,
is surmounted by a pediment. The window sills on the second and third stories appear to

be of cast iron. On the north and south facades are bays with the round-arched fenes-
tration on each floor. ' - o o T

The basic style of the building is a modified Renaissance Revival mode which was very
popular in Louisville in the mid-nineteenth century. The exterior remains unchanged
from contemporary engravings with the exception of the fact that the windows have been
filled in with wood panels except on the first floor of the front. In addition, the
front section of the first floor has been painted white.

The site has a cast-iron fence on a limestone curb on the Fifth Street side. A stone
retaining wall is along the York Street side of the property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Monserrat School is representative of the educational facilities in‘'the City of
Louisville in the mid-nineteenth century. It was designed by the well-known archi-
tectural partners, Isaiah Rogers (1800-1869) and Henry Whitestone (1819-1893), in a
modified Renaissance Revival mode.

The school structure is located in an area which now has a very mixed land use; however,

originally it served a wealthy residential section in the nineteenth century. Located

just south of Broadway, this was an area filled with substantial limestone and brick

residences and churches (View 1). The architect, Whitestone, designed numerous structures
~in the vicinity.

Whitestone had come to Kentucky from Ireland to work with Isaiah Rogers on the Capitol
Hotel in Frankfort, Kentucky in 1852. 1In 1853, they came to Louisville to work on the
remodeling of the major hotels in town including the Galt House and the Louisville
Hotel. 1In addition, they received commissions for numerous public, commercial, and
residential structures.

The Fifth Ward School had been opened in September of 1854. It had been completed at a
cost of $18,000 and was a three-story, brick structure. According to a notice in the
Louisville Daily Journal of March 26, 1853, sealed proposals would be received in the
office of E. E. Williams for three school buildings including one in the Fifth Ward.
This was by order of the Building Commissioners. This was one of the first school
buildings known to be constructed south of Broadway.

On June 17, 1855, a fire destroyed the school building. The fire had begun in the
chair factory of B. Olyer, a frame building at Fifth and York on the south side of the
"great southern ditch." According to newspaper accounts, the structures were seventy-
five feet apart, but there was a lack of water as there was not a public cistern within
a quarter-mile of the school. The wooden cornice under the metal roof caught fire, and
the school building was severely damaged.

The school comprised six compartments--three for boys and three for girls on separate
sides of the school, There were three male teachers and four female teachers with a
total student enrollment of three hundred. No one was injured from the fire, and the
children's books and the library of Neodelphic Society were saved.

It was reported in the Louisville Daily Courier of July 16, 1855, that the city
authorities closed their contracts on the Fifth Ward School, and Mr. J. [ sic_§ Rogers,
the architect, had the superintendence of the plans and construction. The newspaper
commented that it "will be the best constructed and most admirable school house in the

city."
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The school house has also served the community for purposes other than education.

It was used as a hospital during the Civil War. From 1937 until June of 1975, the
building was used for the Natural History Museum of the Louisville Free Public Library.
It is now being used by the Library for storage of books and other library materials.

The Monserrat School is significant in that it is one of very few remaining educational
structures from this early period of expansion of educational facilities in the City
of Louisville. In addition, it represents the movement of the city southward in the
mid-nineteenth century. Architecturally, the structure is an excellent example of the
work of the well-known firm of Rogers and Whitestone and is one of a rapidly dwindling
few buildings from the decade of the 1850s in the City of Louisville.
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Annual _Report of the Board of

Trustees, ., Louisville: Bradley
and Gilbert, 1860,

View 1. Front and south gide

of school, looking northeast,
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<¥ap 2. Fifth Ward School
ouflined in blue. 7




