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Historic Nane Sewal | - \WWare House

Wke:  Preseat Resi dence
Original Resi dence
DESCRIPTIOQ/:

Date ca. 1840, but said to contain fragments

of a ca. 1708 house
Source

Style ~e~d 19th century vernacular

Architect NAN

Exterior wall fabric C apboard

Qutbuil diags Garage (20th century) e

Myjor alterations (with dates) !-ean-tO

portion of saltbox renoved in the early

1900s.

Moved A Cate MA

Approx. acreage Less than one acre

Setting ™"~ Sewall-Kare House stands at a

right angle toheavily travelled South

Main Street.

toward Sewal |

UM ref erence:
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The building faces south,
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ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE % Dexribe ijrportant ar chitectural features and
evaluate in tams of other bundlngs within the conmunity.)

Although much altered, this house is a survivor from the wave of settlement

that occured along South Main Street and vicinity in the late 17th and early

18th centuries. It is believed by Abbott Lowell Cummings that this building may
contain fragments of a First Period structure built ca.- 1703. Over time, however,
the dwelling has been greatly altered and now is a vernacular mid 19th century
building, rising Ih stories to a gable roof. Its main (south) facade is four
bays wide. Its front door is flanked by narrow multipane sidelights and it is

HISTORIfI"MS&IFICANCE  (Explain the role omas played in local or state
history and haw the building relates to the derdopmat of the conraunity.)

Local tradition holds that the Sewall-Ware House has significant historical

associations with the late 17th and early 18th century diarist and Massachusetts Bay
Colony Chief Justice Samuel Sewall.

The Sewall-Ware house's land was part of a 500-acre grant secured by Captain John
Hull in the 1660s. It included all of Sewall's Meadow and much of present-day
Sherborn Center. Hull resided in Boston. He was a merchant and silversmith.
Hull's only daughter, Hannah, married Samuel Sewall, who became Chief Justice of
the Massachusetts Colony but is perhaps remembered most for serving as one of the
judges of the Salem Witch Trials in the 1690s. The brook and meadow to the south
of the nominated house still bear his name. The Sewalls inherited Hull's holdings.
Visual analysis by Abbott Lowell Cummings and Harriet Forbes suggests that the core
of the present house may date to the early 18th century, ca. 1703. Judge Sewall
may have built the dwelling for his tenant, farmer Moses Adams. The first
reference in Judge Sewall's famous diary to Adams' inhabitation occurs on April 14,
1703, when Sewall mentions "the farm Moses Adams lives on,"” for which he paid rent.

(Cont'd) "
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ARCH TECTURAL. S GN A GANCE (Cont* d)

surmounted by a hood supported by small brackets. |tsside walls arethree bays
wide. Inthe center of its gable roof is awde brick chimnmey (which in turn
probably replaced the original nassive center chi rmey.?] Arear lean-to was

al so renoved in the earI?/ 20th century. The present house rests on a brick and
rubbl e stone foundation, laid without nortar.

The interior contains early remmants as well, including apartially enclosed
stairway that winds upthe front of the chimmey. The stairs are steep and
narrow,\ith treads eirght tonine inches high. Spanning the ceiling at the top
of the stairs is atinber fourteen inches square.

HSTGR AL S G\ A GANE (Cont”' d)

In 1734 the land, with house, barn, and about 200 acres of |and, was deededt o
Captain Joseph Vdre by Judith Cooper, daughter of Judge Sewal| and granddaught er
of John Hull. The Wdres lived inthis house for 150 years, from 1734 until 1876.
Meners of the branch of the fam |y born in this dwelling distinguishedthensel ves
in business, theol og%, education, nedicine, and law Born in this house were
Joseph Vdre and his brothers John and Benjamn. They distinguished thensel ves
during the Revolutionary Vér. Another brother, the Rev. Henry Vére, graduated
from Harvard in 1785 and began preaching at Hnghams First Cwrch in 1787.

In 1805 he was elected tothe Chair of the Hollis Professorship of Divinity

in Hrvard College, acontroversial appointnent because of his |iberal

theol ogi cal views. The discussions concerning his acceptability were anong the
first skirmshes of anintellectual and ecclesiastical debate that would divide
New Engl and' s church and woul d result in a separating of liberal Unitarians from
orthodox Congregationalists.

Rev. Vdre's sons had distinguishedcareers inthree different fields: Henry Jr.
was a preacher associated with Harvard University. John was a physician in
Boston, and Wl liamwas anauthor. All spent their earlyyears inthis house.

Farmer Al bert Penniman Vdre (1811-1871) wasthe last of his famly toreside in
the nomnated property. He harvested cranberries from nearby Sewall's Meadow

Staple t olnventory form at bottom



RTERA R BAALLATION
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KEY

The Sewal | -VWre House, a md 19th century structure that contains fragments
of a First Period dwelling house, retains integrity of setting, design,

| ocation, materials, workmanship, and feeling, as well as associationswth
Sherborn's earliest period of European settlenent. |[|tslocation on

Sewal s Brook and along an early roadway in southeastern Sherborn is typical
of this renote area's 17th and early 18th century devel opnent and thus
qualifies the structure for Criterion A of the National Register. In its
present form as a vernacular md 19th century building with sinple decorative
detailin? and an interior that retains fragments of an earlier structure,
the Sewal | -Vdre House fulfils Criterion Cof the National Register. The
house i s one of a nunber in Sherborn that reveal information about

buil ding techniques ina peripheral area and thus fulfils Criterion D
Finally, the building holds associations with several promnent famlies

in Sherborn, and neets Criterion B of the National Register of Historic
Places. Wiile the total acreage currently associated with the property

Is quite Iardqe (approxi mtely 21 acres), only the area imediately surrounding
the house and garage i s being nom nated.

House

A
B = Garage (non-contributing)
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Name Sherborn Multiple Resource Area

State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
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Sherborn Center Historic LX Keeper
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Attest
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e resubmission
CH nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

e appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample CD request .
Reviewer 's commer”: JgWO/) e-ircn't"NIyC<uf£*iA N-A-ANiA

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: /
Action:
RETURN.
REJECT.
Federal Agency:
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes dino

7. Description

Condition ek ae
excellent | |deteriorated unaltered

CH good I Iruins CH altered

e fair | lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph
CH completeness

CH clarity

CH alterations/integrity
CH dates

| Iboundary selection

SN _ANAN Disciplinej 2i*12.

Date J-'S.-SC
, see continuation sheet

Present Use

Chak ae
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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