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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 18M-3 on the west side of the court square by John H. Poston, 
the,..tiiree_buildings known as the Poston Block have remained basically 
.unchanged since their erection. Constructed of brick on a foundation 
'.of feuiiessee limestone, the buildings have two jstoj?ie.s. and a full 
basfeh't.-i, The over-all dimensions are 59 T 7" x M-5 T . There are five

eys;9 and a J^rick.parapetseparates jeach building. The 
gal^/e endtha_s_.a__,stepped parapet. Painted on this end is the 

sloggyjy F^Couts' Son, Furniture and Undertaking, Est. 18M-5." 
Gouts xtois th£ son-in-law of Mr. Poston. The windows are double hung 
'with wooden lintels and sills.

On tne interior, the three buildings are connected by interior doors. 
Each building contains stairs leading to the second level and the 
basement. Hardwood flooring has recently been laid over the hand 
hewn floor joists, which are eleven inches by three inches, twenty 
inches on center. The walls are painted plaster on masonry bearing 
walls. The ceiling is painted plaster on wood lathe. The doors are 
two and four panel recessed doors.

The building is now occupied by the Torina Cigar Manufacturing 
Company and a plumbing repair shop.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The city of Clarksville developed as a river port town where dark 
leaf~toDaccb was the principal export. The town grew from the river 
bank up to the Public Square, upon which the Poston Block is located, 
The buildings--ante near the river front and played a significant role 
in local

This block of three buildings is a j?are survival of early commercial 
architecture in Tennessee. It is the oldest block of buildings 
used"Tjbr. business purposes in Montgomery County. The buildings bear 
a" resemblance,to Philadelphia business houses, and since Poston had 
business ties' with Philadelphia, the Philadelphia prototype seems 
reasonable.

Because of its architecture and its commercial importance, the Poston 
Block warrants preservation.



Beach, Ursula S. , Along the Warioto (Nashville, 196M-)

Beach, Ursula S., "Preserving Historic Clarksville," 
Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 2, 1967.
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Herbert L. Harper, Director of Field Services
ORGANIZATION DATE

Tennessee Historical Commission 2/8/72
STREET AND NUMBER:

M-03 7th Avenue, North
CITY OR TOWN:

Nashville

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate. this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been ^ 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State n Local , {3j|

Name v ^«A>W C *A/R>MP-*--x. <- -

9
Title Director of Field Services

Tennessee Historical Commisj

Date 2/8/72

STATE CODE

Tennessee

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, -Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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