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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Austin-Whittemore house is nearly in original physical 
appearance. The architectural plan and decor of the home itself is 
in the manner of a unique combination of Victorian and late-1800's 
modified regional architecture, The house is constructed of red 
5ficF supporting a shingled hipped roof. The brick bonds are of a 
common style.

The home is large and incorporates buggy and stable facilities 
with earthen basement plus three stories and a cupola. Modifications 
over the years tend to hide the Victorian effect particularly in 
regard to doors, windows, and walls.

Typical of early homes in this region, the Whittemore house 
proximates the Missouri River bluffs allowing for a magnificent view 
from the cupola. m 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1.884:1 five years prior to South Dakota statehood, the 
Austin-Whittemore house is one of the few surviving structures of the 
19th century in the :ViCini ty of Vermi Tli on. The archi tecture of the 
house is uniquely significant in that it reflects the influence of 
the American frontier on Victorian style. In addition, the Victorian 
style gives the home a stately permanence that merits preservation*

Historically, Horace J. Austin, builder of the house and its 
first occupant, was one"of tfile.J6Hsiln.al.,.settiers...1n..DaKQt^.Te.tr1tQry. 
Arriving in 1859 with the first influx of settlement into Dakota, 
Mr. Austin served with the First Dakota Cavalry, until the close of 
the Civil War when he returned to southeastern South Dakota as a 
professional surveyor. Further testimony to Mr. Austin's fervor 
for public service is reflected in the several terms he served as a 
Dakota legislator and that he died in this capacity in 1891.
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