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1. Name

historic C Jean Bapt1ste\Thibodaux.|House——————————— ^~~i ~ ^j
and/or common Rosella Plantation House (has been called this since turn-of-the-century)

2. Location u-
street & number La« Hwy. 308 @ 2 miles west of town of Raceland N/A not for publication

city, town Raceland JL_ vicinity of congressional district 3rd—W. J. Tauzin

state IA code 22 county Lafourche Parish code 057

3. Classification
Category

district

JL_ building(s) 
__ structure 

site
object

Ownership
public

X private 
both

Public Acquisition
N/A jn process 
N/A being considered

Status
_ X_ occupied 

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
_ XL yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

X private residence 
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Benton Avo

street & number P. O. Box 249

city, town Raceland vicinity of state 70394

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Lafourche Parish Courthouse

street & number

city, town Thibocanx state IA 70301

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title La. Historic Sites Survev has this property been determined elegible? no

date 1981 federal _& state __ county local

depository for survey records La. State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state IA



7. Description

Condition
X excellent 

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins

unexposed

Check one
unaltered

JX_ altered

Check one
X original site 

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Rosella Plantation House is located approximately 800 feet north of Bayou Lafourche 
and 1.9 miles west of the town of Raceland.

Rosella began in the early nineteenth century as a two-story, pitched roof house 
with four rooms to a floor. The rear rooms were much narrower than those in the front. 
At some time a two-story side wing was built. In the 1880's a two-story rear wing was 
built containing a carriage area on the ground floor. In 1956 the rear wing was sub­ 
stantially remodeled and the side wing was completely rebuilt, thus obliterating all 
evidence of its original date. Also in 1956 an interior stair was added to a rear 
corner of the main block, several windows were replaced, and a mantel upstairs was 
moved from one side of the central chimney to the other. At one time there was a mantel 
on each side.

The lower story is of brick and the upper story is of pit sawn frame construction. 
All the beams are beaded and exposed. Three sets of twelve light French doors open 
onto the main front gallery. These are surmounted by unusual transoms which have 
fourteen lights set in two rows. The original shutters remain as do all the wrought 
iron ram1 s horn hinges. The unusual columns have four sets of lamb 1 s-tongue stop-chamfering 
each. This permits a separate chamfered length of column to. coincide with the balustrade. 
Many of the other original windows and shutters have been lost over the years; however, 
one noteworthy fifteen over ten sash window remains in the attic gable.

The one remaining mantel is of the wraparound type. The fascia has a simple Adams 
design. An unusual feature of the mantel is its pilasters, which are fluted along the 
edges but not in the middle.

Assessment of Integrity;

Despite the described changes and additions, the features listed in Item 8 
which contribute to Rosella's significance remain intact.

NB: A word of explanation is required concerning the alterations. In 1956 when 
the rear and side wings were renovated, new woodwork was milled to resemble 
the c.1814 millwork on the front.

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH:

Rosella Plantation House (c.1814) is a two^story Creole plantation house 
with exceptional detailing. It is located in an open rural setting near the 
town of Raceland. Despite several additions and alterations, the house retains 
those features which make it architecturally significant.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

_X_ 1800-1 899 
1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

X architecture education
art engineering
commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates c i 814 Builder/Architect Builder—Jean Raphiste
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

Rosella Plantation House is architecturally significant on the state level as a 

noteworthy example of a two-story Creole plantation house for the following reasons:

1. Despite the changes, the house survives with a number of early 
features which are rarely found in even the oldest extant 
Louisiana plantation houses. These include the 12 light 
French doors, the transoms with their double rows of 7 lights, 
and the 15 over 10 sash window.

2. Many of the features show unusually fine and elaborate craftsmanship. 
These include the elaborately chamfered gallery columns and the 
ram's horn hinges. The columns are particularly significant inasmuch 
as the State Historic Preservation Office staff is not aware of another 
comparable example in the state. It is also noteworthy that all beams 
are beaded.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF PROPERTY:

In 1810 Jean Baptiste Thibodaux signed a contract to purchase the land on 
which Rosella is situated. He paid for it in two payments, one in 1811 and one in 
1812, and the present house was completed in 1814. Following Thibodaux's death, 
his wife married Evariste Lepine in 1825. Lepine enlarged the original tract of 
land and on the eve of the Civil War there were 74 slaves living in 9 slave quarters 
at Rosella. Sugar was the main crop and the remains of two sugar mills may still 
be seen on the grounds.

With the death of Natalie Martin Thibodaux Lepine in 1880, the plantation was 
acquired by her son, Oscar Lepine. Under this new owner, Rosella reached its peak 
of productivity. Lepine began growing cotton on the grounds and built a cotton gin 
to handle the crop. Rice and cattle provided additional income.

Oscar Lepine died in 1892, but the plantation was not divided among his children 
at that time because he had requested the property remain intact until his wife, 
Rosella Folse Lepine, died. Upon her death in 1935, her grandson, Dr. T. Benton Ayo, 
inherited a portion of the property. He is presently the sole owner.



9. Major Bibliographical References___________
Historical Sketch of Rosella Plantation Prepared by Elton Plaisance, Located in
Eosella Plantation House National Register File, La. State Historic Preservation Office,

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property approx. .17 acres 

Quadrangle name $avoie,La.——— 

UMT References

Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to sketch map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Elton Plaisance
Nicholls SLaLe University, Fulk Ardiitec time Class

date June 1981

street & number
Thihodaux, IA 70301

telephone ; 504^-447-4019

city or town state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _X. state —— local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation^afid Recre^ffon Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title
Robert B. DeBlieux 

State Historic Preservation Officer date September 9, 1982

GPO 938 835
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