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Town Quincy, MA/ Nl [
Address 20 Sterling Street

Historic Nane MA

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", blackand

vrtiite) indicate address of Use:  Present Two-famly dwelling
property on back of photo. o _ .
Staple toleft side of form Original Two-fam |y dvelling
DESCR PTT QN
Dat e 1911

Source Building permt
Style Col oni al Revival- American Four-Square

Architect  unknown
ketdi Myp: Drawnap shew ng jxoperty's location

n relation tonearest cross streets and/ or Exterior Wall Fabric  clapboards
reographical features, indicate all buildings o

etween inventoried property and nearest Qutbuildings  two-car frane garage (1920s)-
ntersection(s). . : .

ndi cate north noncontributing(jy:»

Mpjor Alterations (with dates) none

S ATTACHD MP .

Condi tion God
Mved o Dat e
Acreage Less than one acre: 9,113 sq. ft.
Setting The house i ssituated ona prom nent
comer site i nasettled Montclair nei ahborha
of one and two-fam |y dwellings.

Tm REHERENCE 19/ 332,030 E 4,681, 750 N * Recorded by Fannin and Lehner/ J. Johnson

BGS QrONGE Bost on Sout h, M\ Organi zation Quincv Historical Comm ssion

3CALE 1: 25,000 Date June 11. 19Rfi/ Nt.y 1Q@87



NATI ONAL REA STER CRUQOQA Snr mENT (if applicable)

The Col oni al Revival house at 20 Sterling Street i s anong t he best preserved

of several Anerican Four-Square houses, built as two-famly residences, i n
Quincy i nthenineteen teens. Associated with the devel opment of Quincy's
residential subdivisionsduring theearly twentieth century, the house possesses
integrity of association, design, materials, location, andfeeling. #20

Sterling Street fulfills Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic
Places onthelocal level.

ARCH TECTARAL SIKIFICM CE  Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the oaoBunity.

SE | NVENTARY FORVIAONTT NUATI ON SHET

HISTORICAL SOHHCWICE Qplain the role owners played in local or state history ard hewv the
building relates to the devet“raent of the camunity.

| - oo ryv . e " o o
SE | NVENTARY FORMIGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENES o

Assessors Records. ' - *

Bui I ding permt, garage.

H Hobart Holly, Quincy Historical Society.

Quincy City Directories.

John Ransdell. "Historic North Quincy." (written about 1934), typed manuscri pt

at Quincy Historical Society.
Daniel M Wlson. Three Hundred Years of Quincy 1625-1925. 1925, p.280-1.



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: : Fam No

MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL GOMMSSI ON
O fice of the Secretary, Bostcfi
Property Name:”*5|er|jnJ

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich i s being continued bel or.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 20 STERLI NG STREET

This handsone two-fam |y dwellin% at 20 Sterling Street was built for
Henry J. Grass at a cost of $4500 in 1911. Gass was an active
carpenter and devel oper in both the Montclair and Atlantic areas andi t
is unlikely he ever lived here. By 1923, the property was i n the hands
of John L. Berlow. a baker, who used i tas a summer residence.

This house at 20 Sterling built in 1911 is_tKBical of the two-famly
dwel | ings that appeared 1 n North Quincy neighborhoods inthe 1900s and
nineteen teens. The house was one of several built inthe area bK
Henry J. Grass. Grass was one of the devel opers nost active inthe
subdivision of the Montclair neighborhood. Developnment of North Quincy
farms for residenital subdivisions was advanced by the arrival of the
Od Colony Railroad in Quincy in 1845 by the creation of an extensive
network beginning in 1888. As in the adjacent North Quincy

nei ghborhoods of Atlantic, Wollaston, and Norfolk Downs, rmuch of the
construction of nodest suburban houses occurred i nMontclair inthe
first two decades of the twentieth century.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fam No:

incy, MA
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCMASSON Quincy,
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: ~  5fer||n® (.

Indicate each item on inventory foim v*ich is being continued beow.

ARCH TECTLFRAL SI GNI FI CANCE 20 STERLI NG STREET

The Colonial Revival residence at 20 Sterling Street i sa fine exanple
of theAmerican Four Square style. Popular 1 nQuincy i nthe nineteen
teens, this node was a frequent choice for builders of two-famly
dwellings i nNorth Quincy neighborhoods of t heperiod. The housei s
set onatypical Quincy granite foundation, has a hi proof with a wde
overhang. The roof i spunctured by hip dormers. The squareness of the
massing i srelieved by t he presence of angul ar two-story bay w ndows on
the front andside elevations. The house i sfronted by a balustraded
porch supported by four colums over a latticed base. The doori s
framed by sidelights. The fenestration i sregular, conposed of one
over-one sash windows. A two-car garage (1920s) at therear of the
property i s noncontributing.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY House at 20 Sterling Street

NAME

MULTI PLE  Quincy MRA

NAME

STATE & GOUNTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k L,
DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 07/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 22/ 89
DATE CGF 16TH DAY: 9/ 07/ 89 DATE G- 45TH DAY 9/ 21/ 89

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89001377
NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDIL: N PER D N PROGRAMUNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAl VER N
>N CCEPT RETURN "REJIECT flchnIff pPpATE """oS| *Hegi Bt er
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

RECOM / CRI TER A
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATH FECERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current

DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GN FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui l der/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her SRR SNV S B AT
Bl BLI GERAPHY
GEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch nmaps NES naps phot ographs presentation

OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nmay bedirectedt o
Phone

Si gned ] Dat e '












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000289



