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The Nathan Bedford Forrest Boyhood Home as it presently stands consists of two separate 
log structures joined by a frame addition. A second frame ell is attached to the 
rear of the one-story log portion.

The log portions of the dwelling are of cedar logs, hand=hewn or split with half dove­ 
tail notching. The spaces between the logs are filled with small pieces of limestone 
and daubed with a lime-clay mixture. The rafters, visible in the attic or sleeping 
loft, are cedar poles, joined at the apex with pegs; there is no ridge-pole. The 
purlins are vertically sawn slabs of un-barked cedar. The present roof is of gal­ 
vanized or tinned sheet iron, but nail holes in the purlins and a number of hand-split 
and dressed shingles indicate an earlier wood roof.=The dry laid foundation, chimneys, 
and massive stone steps are of a very hard, cherty limestone.

The interior of the house is well finished with paneling, wainscoting and decorative 
mantels. The ground floor ceiling joists in the two-story wing are beaded along their 
lower margins.

From the historical evidence and on examination of the structure, it is possible to 
tentatively outline the sequence of construction. The log portions of the building 
probJably date from the 1820s, with the two-story section, which appears to be of 
slightly rougher construction, possibly being constructed first. These two log 
sections were in all probability the only structures extant when the Forrests acquired 
the house. The economic status of the Forrest family was in those years not very high 
and it is unlikely that they made any alterations to the house during the three years 
of their ownership.

In 1833 William Forrest sold the property to Stephen W. Rainey. Oral accounts state 
that the Raineys made extensive alterations to the house. The present appearance of 
the house for the most part probably results from these alterations. The changes 
include the construction of the frame connector between the two log structures and the 
division into two rooms of the downstairs of the two-story log portion. Other changes 
probably include the addition of paneling, wainscoting and decorative mantels. The 
door to the right of the fireplace in the two-story section was closed from the inside 
at this time by the paneling and wainscoting, though it remains visible on the exterior. 
The alterations done at this time were apparently an attempt to change the simple 
frontier cabins into something larger, more comfortable, and more pretentious.

No historical evidence is available concerning the framed addition to the rear; however 
the use of wire nails, balloon framing, and built-up framing members suggests that it 
dates from the late nineteenth or early twentieth century.

At the present time the structure is .deteriorating rapidly. Most of the clay daubing 
has been washed out of the spaces between the logs, the windows are gone, and water is 
entering the building at numerous places. Recently the house has been used for tobacco 
storage. The two log portions of the building with the connecting addition appear to be 
structurally sound and restorable.

There are also a number of outbuildings — a log barn, a smokehouse, and a log shed. 
These are probably not contemporaneous with the Forrest occupancy but are good exam­ 
ples of nineteenth-century farm outbuildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The most talented military leader that Tennessee, and perhaps the United States, ever 
produced was General Nathan Bedford Forrest of the Confederate Army. Born in Bedford 
(now Marshall) County, Tennessee, in 1821, Forrest's only military experience prior to 
1861 was an abortive attempt to join the army of the Republic of Texas when he was 
twenty years old. During the period from 1841 to 1861 Forrest settled in the Memphis 
area and became a prominent and wealthy citizen, businessman, and planter, amassing a 
substantial fortune dealing in slaves, livestock and cotton.

In 1861 Forrest, at forty years of age, joined Captain Josiah White's Tennessee Mounted 
Rifles as a private. However, his prominence in civilian life dictated that he be given 
a command of his own. In a few short weeks he received a commission as a lieutenant 
colonel and was authorized to raise his own company. Over the next four years Forrest 
acquired a reputation of invincibility among both his own men and the enemy. Though 
often misused and mistrusted by the professional soldiers of the Confederate high command 
for the strong streak of insubordination that Forrest often evinced, he always enjoyed 
the respect and begrudging admiration of his opponents. This was perhaps best illustrated 
by the sobriquet "that Devil Forresfe" frequently applied to him by General Sherman. 
Sherman elaborated:

He had never read a military book in his life, knew nothing about tactics, could 
not even drill a company, but he had a genius for strategy which was original and 
to me incomprehensible. There was no theory or art of war by which I could cal­ 
culate with any degree of certainty what Forrest was up to. He always seemed to 
know what I was doing or intended to do.

Of Forrest's younger years, only the barest outlines and several anecdotes are known. 
His grandfather, Nathan Forrest, settled in what became Marshall County in 1808 when 
William Forrest was ten years old. William Forrest married in 1820 and Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, named for his grandfather, was his first born child. The house in which 
General Forrest was born, according to a source interviewed in the nineteenth century by 
one of Forrest's first biographers, was torn down. In 1830 William Forrest acquired a 
tract of land from a Mr. W. S. Mayfield. The log and feame structure which still stands 
on this property is the only home still existing associated with Forrest. It was young 
Forrest's home for three years. In 1833 William Forrest sold the property and moved his 
family to Mississippi.

General W. T. Sherman, The Memoirs of General William T. Sherman, Vol, 
1943), p. 164.

1, (New York,
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The house also possesses architectural significance. According to tradition the 
earliest portions of it were built by W. S. Mayfield in the early 1820s. It is a 
substantial log and frame structure typical of many such structures of the late pioneer 
period in Tennessee. While most houses in the more settled sections of the state in the 
1820s were brick or frame, the farmer or craftsman of the rural areas was still likely 
to build with logs. Often when prosperity increased, rather than bmild a new and more 
imposing house, improvements and additions were made to the log structure. This was 
done to the Forrest home probably in the 1830s by the Rainey family, who acquired the 
property in 1833. The Nathan Bedford Forrest Boyhood Home is thus highly representative 
of the folk architecture of a particular time and place in Tennessee history.


