
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, HA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

Newton, Mass. MRA  
Town NEWTON (Auburndale) 

Address 122 I s l i n g t o n Road  

Historic Ham The Eminence 

Photo (3"x3' or 3"x5', black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of fom. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersectlon(s). 
Indicate north 

(SEE ATTACHED MAP) 

Use: Present dwell ing 

Original dwell ing 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c i rca 1853 

Source Jackson Homestead Publication 

Style I t a l i a n v i l l a 

Architect Hammatt B i l l i n g s  

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings Carriage house w i t h coach-
man's quarters , 2 horse s t a l l s 
and h a y l o f t . 

Major Alterations (with dates)House r e -
modelled during 1880sj carriage 
house p a r t i a l l y remodelled in to 3-
bay garage 
Condition Fa i r 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 2^^,991 sg. f t . (5".<̂ 3 QCHK,) 

Setting On a b l u f f overlooking the 

Charles River. 

? U-(̂  
UTM REFERENCE 19.^13980.^^90880 

USGS QUADRANGLE Natick, MA. 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Bruce Femald 

Organization Newton H i s t o r i c a l Comm.  

Date 5/20/80} rev, by H. White 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

• The Eminence i s s ignif icant as the la s t remaining estate in the 
Islington Park section of Aubumdale, a neighborhood which contained a 
number of grand country estates during the late nineteenth century and ! 
early twentieth century. Because The Eminence was designed "as his own ) 
residence by Hammatt Bi l l ings (1818-187^), an early New England architect , j 
i t meets Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places. i 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the ccnnunity. j 

The Eminence i s one of two remaining examples of high-style I t a l i a n 
v i l l a architecture i n Auburndale ( the other i s located at 62 Vista Avenue , 
i n the Lasell Neighborhood H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ) . The Eminence was designed 
by Hammatt B i l l i n g s , a New England ar c h i t e c t also known as an a r t i s t and i 
i l l u s t r a t o r ' o f books. The chief feature of the design i s a three-story 
square tower with a pyramidal roof of low p i t c h . The round-headed windows, 
six-over-six sash, and the bracketed veranda with chamfered posts are a l l ' 
characteristic features of the I t a l i a n v i l l a s t y l e employed i n t h i s design. 

A late nineteenth century remodelling incorporated several Queen - ; 
Anne and Colonial Revival features, including the modillion comice, a 
two-story polygonal bay and- classical entrance porch. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnent of the connunlty. 

Confident of the market f o r suburban houses on l o t s w i t h i n easy 
access to the r a i l r o a d , William Jackson (who had e a r l i e r been active i n | 
rea l estate development i n Newton Comer) entered i n t o his most ambitious i 
venture. Along with eleveri other men, including his son Timothy, Jackson 
formed the North Aubum Dale Land Company. The company purchased and | 
subdivided one hundred twenty acres adjacent to the Boston & Worcester 
tracks. The 18^7 plan depicting the subdivision shows eighty-four houselots 
including the large parcels on which The Eminence was eventually b u i l t . 

Of i n t e r e s t was the r e p e t i t i o n of an oval park at the west end of ! 
Is l i n g t o n Road, a feature also used i n Jackson^s i n i t i a l r e a l estate 
venture, the development of Walnut Park i n Newton Comer.. For the Walnut j 
Pirk project, Jackson i n 1844 commissioned the noted landscape ar c h i t e c t 
Alexander Wadsworth. Wadsworth surveyed numerous r e s i d e n t i a l subdivisions | 
i n Boston and i t s suburbs during the raid-nineteenth century. Wadsworth i s 
best known as the designer of Mount Aubum Cemetery (1831) i n Cambridge. 
Mount Aubum i s considered America's f i r s t picturesque garden cemetery. 

William Jackson sold Hammatt*s brother Joseph E. B i l l i n g s l o t #19 
of the 1847 Auburndale subdivision (Middlesex County Deeds, Lib.609, 
fols.66-67). Joseph paid $400 f o r a spectacular s i t e high above the 
Charles River. This sale took place June 3, 1851. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES O'Gorman, James F. 
"H. and J.E. B i l l i n g s of Boston: from Classicism to the Picturesque," 
Joumal of the Society of Arc h i t e c t u r a l Historians. XLII: March, I983, pp.54-61. 
Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1895, I907. Directories: 1877, I895. 
Newton's 19th C. Architecture; Aubumdale. I98O, pp.6-8. 
Newton's Older House's; Aubumdale. Friends of the" Jackson Homestead. 

8/85 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostoi 

CcHiDnunity: 

Newton, Mass. MRA 

Form No: 

4004 

Property Name:i22 I s l i n g t o n Road 

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiidi is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.cont. 
Hammatt B i l l i n g s and his brother Joseph were two architects of 

small renovm. Together and separately the Blllingses designed a 
large number of buildings i n New England, beginning with the Boston 
Museum (1845-1846) and ending with the o r i g i n a l buildings f o r 
Wellesley College (I869-I875). Hammatt began his study of architecture 
with Asher Benjamin, and worked f o r a time i n the newly established 
Boston o f f i c e of Ammi B. Young. Hammatt was also a talented a r t i s t 
and i l l u s t r a t o r of books. Joseph (c.1821-1880) and Hammatt began 
t h e i r collaboration with a major commission, the Boston Museum, 
designed i n the I t a l i a n a t e mode. 

By the 1850s the brothers were no longer collaborating. Joseph 
joined Charles Sleeper i n partnership from 1851-53. Together they 
designed the f i r s t b u i l d i n g of the Aubumdale Female Seminary (1851), 
Bragdon H a l l (demolished 1970s). 

HISTORI'CAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 
On November 18, 1853 Joseph sold the land to Thomas H a l l , a 

magnetical instrument maker, f o r $3,000. I n a l e t t e r dated I915 and 
w r i t t e n by H a l l , he recalled that "...Mr. Hammatt B i l l i n g s started 
b u i l d i n g the house i n 1852. He had the frame up and roof on when his 
wife was taken insane & to the Hospital. I bought the House and 
finished i t and Ocupied i t i n 1853 ( s i c ) . " Although t h i s l e t t e r was 
v/ritten over 60 years a f t e r the events described, i t i s accurate i n 
i t s dates. In a l e t t e r of March 11, 1852, Hammatt mentioned the' 
" i l l n e s s of Mrs. B i l l i n g s " to Charles E l i o t Norton (Harvard University, 
Houghton Library, bMS Am 1088 (471) ). 

I t i s possible that Joieeph B i l l i n g s acquired the bu i l d i n g because 
of Hammatt's constant f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

The I s l i n g t o n Point area became home to several a f f l u e n t Aubumdale 
men, v/ho apparently not s t a i s f i e d w i t h the size of the i n d i v i d u a l l o t s , 
purchased them i n blocks of f i v e or more. William Fowle, a mayor of 
Newton and owner of the Aubumdale Watch Company, b u i l t his estate 
"Tanglewood" on the south side of I s l i n g t o n Road. Ezra Winslow-built 
" I s l i n g t o n " on the peninsula created by the I815 flooding of Ware's 
meadow. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

For NPS us* anty 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MRA 
State Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

41. Dupee Estate 
Entered in the 
Batioaal Eeglster-^eeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 

42. E l l i o t t , Charles D . , House , m tha^ p e e p e r ,^y^f^<A>^i . ,^A$y^^ ^ / / ^ - ^ 

Attest 

43. Eminence, The 

44. Estabrook, Rufus , House 

Entered In the I -eeper 
latiorial Ksglster 

Entercil i n the ° f ^ e p e r 
Jfatlon^.l EeiTlBter 

Attest 

•^feeper ^^-T^^^l^tw^^^^^-^^ 

45. Evangelical Baptist 
Church 

Attest 

46. Farquhar, Samuel, House Entered I n the 
national Register 

47. Fenno, John A., House 

4g. F i r s t Unitarian Church 

49^ Fu l l e r , Capt. Edward, 
Farm 

50. Gane, Henry, House 

Attest 

Jintcrsd m the / i^eper 

Attest 
Entersa 

.tlonal'segio^^- IfKeeper ^A^^^^^^.^^^^^-^^—^ 

Attest • 

keeper //Ij/^^u^iA^'^^^^^ 

Attest 

peeper fpiij^^-'^^^A^'A--^ 

Fntersd i n tlr.o 

.Ĥ at-* ongf n.̂ r* "'Tr 
Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

^ ^00 n7<5 

Eminence, The (Newton MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample CH request 

Working No 
Fed. 
Date 

Ente-acl in theAaion: _L=h(CCEPT 
IIa;.V:.nij. £ o s l s t « t RETURN 

REJECT. 

ing No. . 
Reg. Date: > JUL Z 3 ^ / j/3./B; 
Due: " f / U ^ ' 

Federal Agency: 

[Zl appeal CZ NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CZno 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZl good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CZ ruins 

I 1 unexposed 

Check one 
• unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CZ summary paragraph 
CH completeness ' 
CZ clarity • :.-,̂ . ,̂  ' .̂ 
CZ alterations/integrity ' 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CZ completeness 
CZ clarity 
CZ applicable criteria 
CZ justification of areas checked * 
[Zl relating significance to the resource , -
• context *:r*3':^^ • 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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City of Newton Assessor's Maps. Sheet 
Metric Series. 1979 
Scale: UTM grid line Interval - 100 meters (328 feet) 

Newt on, Mas s. l l . R. A. 
122 I s l i n g t o n Road, Aubumdale 
"The jSminence" 
41-26-1 


