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property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of fom.

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location
In relation to nearest cross streets and/or
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between Inventoried property and nearest
Intersectlon(s).
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UM REHEENE 19."13980.}#‘90880

UGS QUACRANGLE Natick, MA.
SCALE 1:25,000

Newton, Mass. MRA
Tomn NEWVTON (A uburndal e)

Address 122 Islington Road

Historic Han The Eminence

Use: Present dwelling
Original dwelling

DESCRIPTION
Dae circa 1853

Source Jackson Homestead Publication
Syle Italian villa

Architect Hammeatt Billings

Exterior Hall Fabric clapboard
Outbuildings Carriage house with coach-
mgn's va ters, 2 horse stalls

an ha(; oft.

Major Alterations (with dates)House re-
modelled during 1880s] carriage
house partially remodelled into 3-

bay garage
Condition Fair
MOﬂj no Date

Agegge 27,991 sg. ft. (B'<3QCHK)
Setting On a bluff overlooking the

Charles River.

Recorded by Bruce Femald
Organization Newton Historical Gam
Dae 5/20/80} rev, by H. White



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (1 applicable)

« The Eminence is significant as the last remaining estate in the
Islington Park section of Aubumdale, a neighborhood which contained a
number of grand country estates during the late nineteenth century and
early twentieth century. Because The Eminence was designed "as his owmn
residence by Hammatt Billings (1818-187~), an early New England architect,
it meets Criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

—— N ® —

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  Destribe Impartant ar chitectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the ccnnunity. J

_ The Em nence i s one of tworemaining exanples of high-style Italian
villa architecture i nAuburndale ( the other islocated at 62 Vista Avenue

in the Lasell Neighborhood Historic District). The Emnence was designed _
b?/ Hammatt Billings, a New England architect also known as anartist and [
illustrator'of books. The chief feature of the design isa three-story

square tower with a pyram dal roof of | ow pitch. The round-headed w ndows,
six-over-six sash, and the bracketed veranda with chanfered posts are all '
characteristic features of the Italian villa style enmployed I nthis design.

A late nineteenth century remodelling incorporated several Queen -
Anne and Col onial Revival features, including the modillion com ce, a
two-story polygonal bay and- classical entrance porch.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owmeas played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the devdopnent of the connunlty.

Confident of the market f or suburban houses on lots within easy
access tothe railroad, Wlliam Jackson (who had earlier been active i n
real estate devel opment i n Newton Conmer) entered into his nost ambitious [
venture. Along with eleveri other men, including his sonTimothy, Jackson
formed the North AubumbDal e Land Conpany. The conpany purchased and |
subdivided one hundred twenty acres adjacent t othe Boston & Worcester
tracks. The 187 plan depicting the subdivision shows eighty-four houselots
including the large parcels onwhich The Em nence was eventually built.

G interest was the ref)etition of an oval park at the west end of !
Islington Road, a feature also used i nJackson®s initial real estate
venture, the devel opment of Walnut Park i n Newton Comer.. For the Wl nut j
Pirk project, Jackson i n 1844 conm ssioned the noted | andscape architect
Al exander Wadsworth.  Wadsworth surveyed numerous residential subdivisions |
in Boston andits suburbs during the raid-nineteenth century. Wadsworthi s
best known as the designer of Mount Aubum Cenetery (1831) i n Canbridge.
Mount Aubumi s considered America's first picturesque garden cenetery.

W lliam Jackson sold Hammatt*s brother Joseph E Billings lot #19
of the 1847 Auburndal e subdivision (M ddlesex County Deeds, Lib.609,
fols.66-67). Joseph paid $400 f or a spectacul ar site high abovet he
Charles River. This sale took place June 3, 1851.

B Bl Q3R and/ or REHENES O Gor nan, Janes F.

"H and J.E Billings of Boston: from Classicismt othe Picturesque,"”
Joumal of the Society of Architectural Historians. XLII: March, 1983, pp.54-61.
Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1895, 1907. Directories: 1877, 1895.

Newton's 19th C Architecture; Aubundale. 1980 pp. 6-8.
Newton's O der House's; Aubumdal e. Friends of the" Jackson Honest ead.
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE. cont .

Hammatt Billings and his brother Joseph were twoarchitects of
smal | renovm. Together and separately the Blllingses designed a
|l arge nunber of buildings in New England, beginning with the Boston
Miseum (1845-1846) and ending with the original buildingsfor
Wel | esley College (1869-1875). Hammatt began his study of architecture
with Asher Benjam n, and worked for atime inthe newmy established
Boston office of Amm B Young. Hammatt was also a talented artist
and illustrator of books. Joseph (c.1821-1880) and Hammatt began
their collaboration with a major conm ssion, theBoston Miseum
designed i n the Italianate node. .
By the 1850s t hebrothers were no |onger collaborat|n(}11 Joseph
joined Charles Sleeper in partnership from 1851-53. Together they
designed thefirst building of the Aubunmdal e Femal e Sem nary (1851),
Bragdon Hal |l (demolished 1970s).

HSITCR ' CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

h Novenber 18, 1853 Joseph sold the land t o Thonas Hal |, a
magnetical instrument maker, for $3,000. In a letter dated 1915 and
written by Hall, he recalled that " M. Hammatt Billings started
building the house i n 1852, He had t heframe uE and roof on when his
wife was taken insane & tothe Hospital. | bought the House and
finished i tand Ocupied i ti n 1853 (sic)." Although this letter was
viritten over 60 years after the events described, i tis accuratei n
I ts dates. | n aletter of March 11, 1852, Hammatt nmentioned the'
"illness of Ms. Billings" t o Charles Eliot Norton (Harvard University,
Houghton Library, bMs An 1088 (471) ).

It 1 s possible that Joieeloh Billin%s acquired the building because
of Hammatt's constant financial difficulties.

The Islington Point area became hone t oseveral affluent Aubundal e
nmen, v/hoapparently not staisfied with the size of theindividual |ots,
purchased them i n blocks of five or nore. WIIliamFow e, a mayor of
Newt on and owner of t he Aubundal e Watch Conpany, built his estate
"Tangl ewood" on the south side of Islington Road. Ezra W nslow-built

"I'slington" on the peninsula created by the 1815 flooding of Ware's
neadow.

Staple tolnventory form at bott gy
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Eminence, The (Newton MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CZ resubmission

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: > JUL Z 3 *

Date Due

N N0 n/<5

Ente-acl in theAaion: _L=h(CCEPT
RETURN

Ila;.V:.nij. £oslst«t

e nomination by person or local government

CH owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CH request [Z] appeal

CZ NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes CZno

7. Description

Condition Chaek oe
excellent | | deteriorated e unaltered

CZ good CZ ruins altered

o fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZ summary paragraph
CH completeness

CZ clarity ..

CZ alterations/integrity
| Idates
| Iboundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
CZ completeness

CZ clarity

CZ applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked *

[Z] relating significance to the resource .

e context *rx3UAN e

< relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception
e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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