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The Dillaway School is located in the RojdDury Highlands section o£ Boston and is 
also a short distance away from the Dudley Station transportation and commercial 
center. I t is located on the Kenilworth Street, a loop street away from through 
tra f f i c . I t is surrounded by a paved schoolyard. 

The Dillaway School is built of brick with stone trim. The central portion of 
the building is two stories high with a "mansard" type of roof; the "mansard" 
is not continued on the rear elevation, which has a plain brick third story. There 
are two slightly projecting three-story wings with hipped roofs. The plain brick 
surface of the building is set off by prominent string courses and other contrasting 
detail. The building is stylistically eclectic, but Renaissance motifs predominate, 
especially in the central entrance bay, the arches over the second-story windows 
and the symmetrical massing and fenestration of the building as a whole. 

The facade of the Dillaway School faces northwest on Kenilworth Street. The 
entrance bay projects slightly from the central section of the building, as does 
the portion of the third-story "mansard" roof over i t . The main door to the 
building is recessed within the entrance porch. On the f i r s t floor level, 
there are simplified pilasters made of stone blocks supporting a stone entablature. 
Stone brackets inside the door frame also support the entablature. The same kind 
of pilaster treatment is continued in the second floor of the entrance bay, 
which contains three windows surmounted by large lunette. The glass in the ^ 
lunette displays the name of the school. The entrance bay has i t s own comice 
slightly above that of the rest of the central portion of the facade. There is 
one smalT dormer. • , 

The main facade is cbrtpletely sytoetrical. On either side of the entrance bay, 
there are four windows each at basement, f i r s t floor and second-floor levels. 
There are stone arches over the second-floor windows and stone string courses 
above and beneath the windows on both floors. At roof level, there is one recessed 
window at the extreme end on either side. On either side of the central section 
of the building is a slightly projecting, three-story wing. The string courses 
of the central section continue across the wings and the windows are of the same 
type, although wider. At the roof level, each wing has a Baroque style dormer 
with scrolls, containing an oculus. 

The end elevations of the Dillaway School are symmetrical in massing and asymmetrical 
in fenestration. The central sections contain the staircases and project 
slightly from the wall and are surmounted by two chimneys. There are two windows 
each between basement and first-floor,first-floor and second-floor, and second-floor 
and third-floor levels. The topmost pair of windows is surmounted by a large 
lunette similar to the one on the main facade of the building, except that the 
original small-paned glass is visible. Over the lunette and above the main 
comice is a small oculus. The fenestration of the facade is continued on the 
half of the end elevations closest to the street. The other half is a plain ..̂^ 
brick wall surface with no windows. '* 
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The rear elevation of the Dillaway School consists of a central block corresponding 
to that on the facade and the two wings which project considerably further in the rear 
than they do in the front. Each of the wings has four windows on each floor, and there 
are rounded projections with windows on the insides of the wings. There is a curving 
bay (plain brick except for the f i r s t floor) in the center of this elevation. There 
were originally two lunettes on the second floor. There are only minimal window 
openings in the center portion of this elevation. , •. 

There have been virtually no significant exterior alterations to the Dillaway School. 
On the second floor of the entrance bay, a large lunette window has been blocked up. 
Currently, the building is being renovated and converted to residential use. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Dillaway School is significant as a fine exanple of late 19th-century schoolhouse 
construction. I t is also important as one of the few surviving school buildings by 
Boston's f i r s t city architect. I t retains integrity of location, design, and workmanship. 

The architect, George A. Clough, son of a Maine shipbuilder, was associated f i r s t 
with the Boston firm of Snell and Gregerson. In 1875, he became the f i r s t City 
Architect of Boston and held the office for ten years. Through annexation, Boston 
had by 1875 expanded to almost its present size. New schools and other buildings 

I were needed to keep pace with the enormous growth of residential construction. 
Clough is said to have designed more than 25 school buildings in Boston. Except for 
the Dillaway and the Prince School on Newbury Street, few of these remain standing. 
Clough is also credited with being the f i r s t to introduce the German method of 
school planning in his 1877 designs for the Boston Latin and English High Schools. 
Tlie Gennan method frequently featured classrooms arranged around an open courtyard. 
The Dillaway School is an example of the Gennan method as applied to smaller school 
buildings, in which adequate light and ventilation are ensured by the size and 
arrangeHEHt of the classrooms and windows. Clough designed schoolhouses elsewhere 
in the state. He was also the architect of the Suffolk County Courthouse and St. 
Mark's Church in Brookline (NR) • 
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