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AREA PCRM NO. 

76 

Town Wakefield 

Address 23 Salem S t ree t 

" H i s t o r i c Name FTnpr . c ; r . n /P r^anUH n P n n i Q 

Use: Present ? faTnilv rPsidPn^P 

O r i g i n a l P f a m i l y -rpci-j dpn<^P 

DESCRIPTIC»J 

Date 1795 

Source M e r r i l l L i s t 

Style Federal Vernacular 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric Asbestos shinp:le 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) stnr-y 
e l l n o r t h (c.1890) 

Condition Fa i r 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Less than h acre 

Setting On s l i g h t r a i s e w i t h g r a n i t e 
b lock r e t a i n i n g w a l l , i n densely 
s e t t l e d neighborhood. 

cm REFERENCE 19/3299^0/^708120 

ISGS QOADRANGLEReading,MA  

SCALE 1;25.000 

Recorded by Ar rh i t p f t n r a i PrPRprvati nn 
Associates 

Organization y/akpf lpld H l s t o r l r a l 
Commission 

"^^^ March 1985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEOT" (if applicable) 
The Emerson/Poole House, a well preserved example of the la t e Georgian 
vernacular s t y l e , was the home of a we l l known lo c a l landscape a r t i s t 
of the early-mid 19th century. Franklin Poole. The house retains i n t e g r i t y of 
lo c a t i o n , design, workmanship, f e e l i n g and association, and meets c r i t e r i o n 
".• • : C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHIIECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 
This i s a good example of the vernacular Georgian/Federal house form i n 
Wakefield. Two and one h a l f stories high with i t s low pitched gable roof 
p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t , i t has f i v e bays and a center entrance. The paired 
windows at the end bays, and narrow boxed cornice are t y p i c a l of the town's 
Federal s t y l e . The I t a l i a n a t e porch and two story e l l were added i n the 
1850s or 60s, and perhaps the door surround was altered at t h i s time. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t before 1795 by Ellas Emerson. He sold i t to Timothy 
.Poole, a house painter, and here Franklin Poole, his son was born i n I808. 
Franklin, also a house painter by trade, was interested i n capturing on 
canvas the scenes of h i s t o r i c South Reading and Wakefield. His many pictures 
a.large proportion of them i n the c o l l e c t i o n of the Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l 
Society, are important l o c a l a r t i s t i c and h i s t o r i c a l a r t i f a c t s . They are a 
remarkable research resource, as well as the work of a talented amateur 
landscapist. Poole was also a State Representative i n l847. 

The house i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the Rufus Porter paintings on the walls. 
He was an i t i n e r a n t muralist of the p r i m i t i v e school i n the Federal period 
whose work has been given c r i t i c a l acclaim. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1795 E. Emerson . . 
1830 • 
1856, Poole 
Eaton, Chester, and Eaton, Warren, Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary 
of the Ancient Town of Redding. Reading, 18yb. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Emerson—Franklin Poole House 

Wakefield MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 
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DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION ^ 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
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sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


