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To«m v, Cambridge, Mass

Address "3 Shepard Street

Historic Kare Bertram Hall,

OO (3x3* or 35 *, black &white)

staple @left side of fora Use. Present® residential
Phot o auaber 65- 15A Orisinal residential
DESCRIPTIOK:
Date 1901
Source building permit
SSTCE HAS o _ :
Showproperty's locatioa inrelatioa Neo-Georgian
to nearest cross streets aad/or
teofraphical features. Iladicat« Architect A. W. Lonafenow. Jr.
al | buildiais betveea inveatoried
\oroperty and nearest intersection. Exterior vail fabric? brick
ndi cate north.

Qut bui I di ngs NA

Major alterations (witii dates) None

(See Attached Map)

Noved no Cate MA
Approx. acreage .0285 acres
Recorded by  Therese Al duino Settiag  Qn the southern sideof
Orfaai2ation Canbridge Historical Conm the Radcliffe Quadrangle.
Dat e 1985
: Rp

(Staple additioaal sheets °h%re)
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Office of theSecretary, Bostcjn
Property Name Bertram Hall,

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued bel cw.
Architectural Significance

Bertram Hall i sa four story redbrick Neo-Georgian building with
projecting end pavillions and brick quoins. The cornice i sof wood with
dentils and t hehipped roof 1 sslate with six chimeys. The recessed win-
dows have marble trim and arejoined by a belt course below t hethird story
and i nthemddle of thefirst. Because of its position on Shepard Street,
Bertram Hall has twoprinciple facades. The Quadrangle facade i s dis-
tinguished by a center entrance with an elaborate broken pediment, flanked
by two round wi ndows with garlands. The first floor windows/doors are re-
cessed i nbrick arches and capped with fanlights. Q1 theroof are five
pedi mented dormers. The Shepard Street facade has a center entrance with
a Palladian w ndow above th© balustrade. The center dormer i s segmental.

The earliest and nmost el aborate dormitory built on t he Quadrangl e,
Bertram Hall was designed i n1901 by AW Longfellow, whose other Radqliffe/
Harvard comm ssions include thePhilip Brooks House (1898) and Agassiz
House (1904). Bertram Hall 1 ssignificant under Criterion C as embodying
the distinguishable characteristics of t heColonial Revival style.

4.

Historical Significance

Bertram Hall was thefirst Radcliffe dormtory tobebuilt on the
Radcliffe Quadrangle. Most of this land had belonged totheW llard Philips
estate purchased i n1900 by Radcliffe. Originally used forfield sports,

the Quadrangle has remained flat andrelativelytreeless.

Bertram Hall was constructed through gifts of the Cass of 1895, in
particul ar through the generosity of Ms. David P. Kinball, in nmenory of
her son. From the beginning, Bertram Hall was seen as the first stepin
a larger project that would produce several dormtories around the Quad-
rangle. As such, it marked a significant change in the phil osophy of Rad-
cliffe College, Prior to this period, Radcliffe students had been pl aced
in private hones. The new dormtory, relatively small in scale, wwthits
own di ning and reception roons, and headed by a matron, provided honme com
forts and a social setting for only twenty-five students. Constructed at
the time when Harvard's President Lowell was beginning to develop the house
system of undergraduate housing, Bertram Hall gave Radcliffe wonen the sane

advant ages of communal living as their male counterparts. As such, itis
significant under Criterion A for its inportance in understanding the
devel opnent of Radcliffe Coll ege. N

Bertram and Eliot Halls were found t obe significant under t hethemnes
of architecture and education, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzewsky to the
Review Commttee fortheStudy of Architecture of Harvard University and
Its Environs i nCanbridge.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom : >
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Bertram Hall at Radcliffe College (Cambridge

MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

*  resubmission

Q nomination by person or local government

e owner objection
e appeal .

Substantive Review: CD sample

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Working No. ANP
, Fed. Reg. Date: N.SyrzZS'/

Date Due: SIA J N ~ b
Action: ANCCEPT

*>t«r«d la RETURN.

tfatitiMQ Uttatmt REJECT_
Federal Agency:

e request *  appeal n NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent r~| deteriorated unaltered

CZl good CD ruins altered

o fair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
r~I dates

I I boundary selection

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

1986

AN ZpAN
Afferfon



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness \ -A
clarity
CD applicable criteria
CD justification of areas checked
CD relating significance to the resource
CD context
CU relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

iZiiizzzikzz:

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



