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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house, while not in its "originel", smaller state as first built
in 1852, remains complete with all its later and very important additions
and alterations. It has always had excellent maintenance, which will doubt-
less be continued by its new (Weptember, 1969) owner, The Preservation
Society of Newport County.

The original part of this large Victorian dwelling was built in 1851-
1852 by Seth Bradford, a ccntractor, with perhaps design suggestions from
the owner, W. S. Wetmore. It is constructed massively of rough-Fall River
granite asnlar, as have been the various enlargements. Later,: George .
Peabody Wetmore made these many enlargements and 1m0rovemcnts, c. 1870 187h,
employing the already well known architect Richard Morrlé hunfaﬂ~ :

i

Hunt extended the house considerably, changed its uz ;n entren é?f
vest to north, added a porte-cochere and other stone ado;nmeptg,pﬂ t
and impressively changed the roof-line--and in fact the Wuole nassln °nd
silhouette. (The architect's drawings for these changes have latelv been

found in the house.)

Internally, Hunt at this time introduced many additional rooms--
including a ballroom, much new trim and ornamentation, which made use of a
wide variety of woods and called upon the talents of Frullini, a FFlorentine
decorative artist, of John LaFarge, the American designer oif stained glass,
and also of French parquetry craftsmen.

(Comment: Winslow Ames is of the oninion that the published attribu-
tion of the glass to Jcha LaFarge is difficult to sustain on grounds cf
style. If documentery proof that lLallarge desipgned the glgss in the windows
is ever found, it vould be his most early and Anglo-German worli. His
earliest gloss was probably for Trinity in Boston, after Chatecu-sur-ler. )

]

4

v

The dining-room wing and the adjacent service wilyg were re ’ged by
full stcrey to bring them up to the height of the manscrd over the 1872
stair. The dave 18u3, though here given with caution, way be too late.
Alan Burnkam gives 1859-1079 as the termini of Hunt's deslings with Veimore.
The only dated material in the Frullini scrapbook ncw in the hands of th
Preservation Society of Newnort County is a couple of designs for tables
by Frullini dated 1871'-' Ames inclincs to believe the Frullini work in
dining voom and (other) library was prooebly done as soon as 1ts complexity
permisted after the 1872 structure wes complete; hence 1874 is plausible;
1883 is the date of some correspondence of Wetnore with Frullini in which

Vetmore mercly suggests further enlargement. A careful inspection of Newport

nevwspepers from 1871 through 1869 is needed.

Avout 19C0, the Americen srchitect-decorator Ogden Codman instzalled
some French boiseries in private portions of the hcuse.

The grounds, of approximately twenty acres, are surrounded by a
ruggedly handsome wall, of granite like the house, with some sandstone trim.
This wall enclosos no eleborate gerdens or parterres, but rather & vast
lawn with e variety of old and sfendid trees and green planting.

33

SNOI1 1LJ3NnNdLS NI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Number all entrles)

Chateau-sur-Mer
7. Description

Between the main house and its Bellevue Avenue gete is an attendant's lodge
adjoining an ornamental arch of brownstone across the drive. In the north-

east portion of the gruunds there is a large, long stable complex of brick.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

———se—r=1
' &) &
Chateau-sur-Mer is highly important in several rgéﬁézz§3:= Y
vigourous statement in our national architectural history; &5 ¢ j
example of R. M. Hunt's earlier work; as a much-needed part of the
sequence of period houses open to visitors in Newport; as a conspicuous

member of the architectural and landscape parade which, alone, makes
Bellevue Avenue known.

The house began life as an "Italian Villa" and now stands sub-

stentially as it was remodelled and enlarged after 1870 by Hunt. It is an
important and solid point of departure from the "summer cottages" built
before the CiviliWar to the competitive palaces of the Gilded Age. Set

in an ample picturesque landscape with superb specimen. trees, the house
forms with its walls, gates and approaches a rugged and consistent whole.
The building itself is remarlkable for its combination of large scale with
large dimensions, for its translation of wood detail into massive granite
and for its use of uniquely bold three-dimensional metal ornament at the

crest of its high mansard roof.

H.-R. Hitchcock calls the exterior '"more

stern than splendid" and goes on:

wall surfaces, the monolithic trim..

"The virtues of this house, the rugged

.derive from the buff Fall River

granite of which it is built.

The monoliths,...the more than industrial

regularity of the rock-faced ashlar walls, have surely something impressive
about them. But it is not an impressiveness which was long to be capitaliz
by American architects" (Rhode Island Architecture, 1939, p. 56).

The interiors present a continuum of the "character" that the last
quarter of the XIX Century liked before its taste became academic. In
particular, the stair composition, the three story skylighted hall and the
former billiard room later called the library or morning-room, whose
poverfully articulated wood detail reflects the influence of Charles
Eastlake, are irreplaceable. "Inside," says Vincent Scully, "Hunt pro-
duced his most impressive interiors...The stair hall...is a magnificent
cavern wherein the solemn staircase, palnted underneath with landscape
scenes, mounts in dark and bemused majesty" (Downing and Scully: The
Architectural Heritage of Newport, Rhode Island, rev. ed., 1968, p. 139).
Almost unmatched in the United States are Frullini Virtuoso carved details
in the library (not Hunt's billiard room) and the almost Wagnerian dining
room. Some of the furniture (in part acquired by the Preservation Society

of Newport County) was designed by Hunt for the house, and he chose and
imported certain mantelpieces and other furnishings. By 1873 the ball-

AU
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Chateau-sur-Mer
8. Significance (continued)

room was already considered "the first ballroom of consequence in .. New-
port." The work of ‘enlargement and decoration, which continued into 1876,
and was also resumed in 1883, includes stained glass by John LaFarge,* the
lofty dining-room with walls of stamped and gilt Spanish leather by tle
Florentine craftsman Frulini, and other contrfibutions to the atmosphere of
tough but disciplined splendour. There are some later interior additions,
such as a remarkably convincing French boiserie by Ogden Codman, inserted
- soon after 1900 to suit the educated and elegant tastes of the Misses

this and otherwise maintained Chateau-sur-Mer magnificently intact.

William H. Jordy,

Winslow Ames, 1968.

Revised by Richard B.
" Harrington, 1969,

% See Winslow Ames comment under Descrigtion.‘

Maude and Edith Wetmore, the last private osners, who made no changes bteyond | -
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

DESCRIBE THE ORIGINAL (If known) AND PRESENT CONDITION

Victorian. Constructed of rough Fall River granite, laid in a kind of ashlar and left
unstuccoed, so that the very massiveness of the house is enhanced by the visual weight
of its stone walls, The building can be considered in very good condition. Attached
are floor plans of the first and second floor and an inventory of its physical makeup
as noted in the Tax Assessor's records, Newport, Rhode Island.

The original part of the building was built in 1851-52 for William S. Wetmore by a
local contractor, with perhaps some suggestions from Wetmore. After his death, George
Peabody Wetmore, later Governor of Rhode Island and United States Senator, made many
additional improvements. By 1873 the new ballroom was considered to be the first private
ballroom of any consequence in fashionable Newport. Richard Morris Hunt is believed to
have designed  the morning rgom:and dining room. Frulini, the noted carver of Florence,
Italy, did much .of the- 1nter10r work,, especially in the. 11brary and..dining.room., Ogden
Codman w3s: belleved to be theuarchitect for the sitting room. .. .The ~dining. .room is of
 Italian walnut, pollshed and carved into every conceivable shape from the finest vines
and flowers to large heads of men and beasts. The floors are composed of thousands of
pieces of choicest wood. Skilled workmem from France were brought to do the work, and
in all about $300,000 was expended for interior and exterior improvements from about
1873 to 1876.

., . B ) o, K Lot e A .'"' ",.’;.;4(._7*‘_
‘. f |T| ‘ o e o r‘ . ! .- 2

- - 0 - ’ , . . PR .
Lo 1 . .. . . . . .

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
INCLUDE HISTORY, PERSONAGES, EVENTS, MAJOR SOURCES OF INFORMATION, ETC.

Because of the names of Hunt, Codman and Frulini, the building is worthy of preservation.
Another artisan is represented, John LaFarge, who made the stained glass window which
dominates the staircase connecting the first with the second floor. Many famous per-
sonalities were entertained here or were guests of the Wetmores. Among them was George
Peabody, who became one of the greatest philanthropists of this nation.

Major sources of information is the book noted above, '"The Architectural Heritage...,"
and newspapers in the files of the Newport Historical Society. The newspapers give
good accounts-of the building progress, and of course, social activities.

'TﬁéJiéét'éwé'dcéﬁbénté‘%é}é{the Misses Maude A. K. Wetmore and Edith M. K. Wetmore. Miss
Maude died November 3, 1951; Miss Edith died March 10, 1966. The two sisters, agreed by
will_;orgqu_thg property gg“theﬁfgeﬁggyggﬁqp Society of Ney England Antiquities. . . -.

9. CERTIFICATION

FORM PREPARED BY: (Name, organization) STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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Rhode Island As the designated State Liaison Officer for the National
S Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I
e T Ve T hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National

Register and certify that it has been evaluated according
| HEREBY CERT”}&}'AT THIS pROF’ERTYp‘C'—UDED IN THE to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National

NATIONAL REGIST K 4
Lot ( /8

M/ i . Park Service
Chlef Office of Archeology and Histgrig _

>

Preservatlon. J < 2%/9
I ol ///./.,u 7 7MM/(,:\“ ( NAME W < - Wﬂ/
(Keeper of the N uonal Register)/ Ado lph T. Schmidt

DATE 6;%;225’LA6?76F)//'54;‘¢/ ntee: State Liaison Officer




Chateau-sur-Mer -- Newport, R. I.
First floor plan as noted in tax
assessor's records
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Chateau-sur-Met -- Newport, R. I.
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Chateau-sur-Mer -- Newport, R. I.

Physical makeup of inventory as noted in tax
assessor's records
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Chateau-sur-Mer -- Newport, R, I.

Real estate of the property as noted inthe

tax assessor's records
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