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(Check One)

] Excellent [J Good X] Fair [C] Deteriorated

CONDITION [ Ruins [J Unexposed

(Check One)
] Altered KX Unaltered

(Check One)
XX Original Site

] Moved

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The 01d Post Office in Cumberland (1902-1904) is an excellent example
of Georgian Revivaltas designed by a "creative eclectic,” James K.
Taylor, Supervising Architect of the United States Treasury from 1897 to
1912Z. Rather than the Georgian, or more correctly, Colonial Revival, as
practiced by other architects relying on American examples, the 0ld Post
Office is perhaps closer to the original eighteenth-century English
models (City Hall in York, for example). An American version of an
English neo-Palladian building, the source for the 0ld Post Office could
probably be easily found in the same architectural pattern books--those
by British architects like James Gibbs and Colon Campbell--which inspired
eighteenth-century American houses like Mount Airy (Richmond County,
Virginia, c. 1765, and innumerable other Maryland and Virginia examples),
as well as public buildings like those by Peter Harrison (the Market
House, Newport, Rhode Island, c. 1761).

Similar to the central block of a five-part 'country house'" (Tryon
Palace iquew Bern, North Carolina, a reconstruction, is a good example
of this), the 01d Post Office is a simple, three-story rectangular block.
The upper two stories are brick raised from a monumental stone base.

The three center bays of the symmetrical, five-part facade are defined
by four engaged Ionic (Roman) columns, on the second and third levels,
and form a pavilion which is topped by a full entablature and a pediment
complete with bull's~eye window. This pavilion is quoined as are the
corners of the main block. There are rusticated surrounds on each main
doorway; splayed lintels, or full entablature (on the pavilion windows);
window balustrades (on second level windows); and a roof balustrade.

Somewhat similar in style, materials, etc., to the post office by the

when the Federal Government took some care and expense in the design
and construction of its buildings. The 01d Post Office's exterior
integrity should be maintained (and perhaps cleaned) for its attractive
and dignified appearance make a stabilizing focal point in this part
of downtown Cumberland.
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same architect in Annapolis, the Old Post Office is indicative of a period
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Education [ Political [(] Urban Planning
3 Prehistoric [] Engineering ] Religion/Phi. Other (Specify)
(O Historic [ Industry losophy U. S. Postal
[ Agriculture ] Invention [7] Science Department hiStOI’y
Architecture [ Landscape 1 Sculpture
O Art Architecture ] Social/Human-
[0 Commerce [J Literature itarian
O Communications T Military ] Theater
[J Conservation [} Music "1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE N .
The Public Safety Building, or 01d Post Office, isy e
Countians, the sole example of late nineteenth, earRy Xy
Georgian Revival architecture in the county.

The building, originally the United States Courthouse and Post Office,
was built during the tenure of James Knox Taylor (1859-¢. 1929) as
Supervising Architect of the United States Department of the Treasury,
the department responsible for the construction of federal buildings.
From 1897 to.1912 while Taylor was Supervising Architect, his office de-
signed approximately three hundred structures. Taylor's buildings, as a
rule, are neo~classical or neo~Georgian which echoes the eclectic tone

of American architecture of the turn of the twentieth century. Although,
perhaps not as well known as his contemporaries, Daniel Burnham or Stanford
White, his architectural career merits more attention than it has re-
ceived. Taylor's appointment as Supervising Architect, the sheer volume
of his work for the federal government, his tenure at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology as Chairman of the Architecture Department,

testify to his rank among the architects of his time. The post office on
Church Circle in Annapolis, included within the National Historic Landmark
district, another of Taylor's works, reflects the same architectural

style as his Cumberland Post Office built in 1902-1904.

An Act of Congress--approved on February 20, 1895--provided for the
erection of a federal courthouse and post office in Cumberland. Four

years later the federal government, through the office of the Supervising
Architect, purchased a site from John H. Holzshu, a Cumberland real estate
dealer and Republican politico, for $20,000. Holzshu's name, along with
that of one of his close associates, U. S. Senator George L. Wellington

(a Maryland republican), figures prominently in the official correspondence
about the purchase of suitable Cumberland property for the post office.

Not incidentally, Holzshu was the postmaster for Cumberland under President
William McKinley,

Construction began in 1902 after the Maryland legislature had permitted
the United States to purchase land in Cumberland and after Congress raised
the maximum cost limit from $75,000 to $125,000. ' Opened in mid-1904 the
building was the sixth location of the Cumberland post office department
since the first one which was opened in a log building in 1795.°

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET




MHT AL-€3

Recorders: Nancy Miller, Historian, Maryland Historical Trust, 2525
Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, March 1971. William D. Morgan,
Maryland Historical Trust, April 1971.

Allegany County Land Records, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Carroll, David H. and Thomas G. Boggs. Men of Mark In Maryland. 4 vols.
Johnson's Makers of America Series Biographies of Leading Men in
the State. Baltimore: B. F. Johnson, 1911
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THi& CENTEZR POINT OF A PROPERTY
o|R ___OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES __ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ) » ” [ ] ”» [+ ’ » o » ”
" R O 39° 39" 09 78° 45" 48
SE o ’ " ] 13 »
SW o ' d 2. ' . . |
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERDN:e~half acre
ILIST ALL STATES AND CO S FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
e ' . oY - o
STATE: Q 11 l? CoDE | couNnTY coDE
AP, A
S CODE | COUNTY: CoDE
CODE | couNnTYy: cope
COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:
Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register

ORGANIZATION DATE

Maryland Historical Trust May 12, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Lﬂg apolis

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State KX Local [7] APR 1‘6 1373

e OSomely Sty | ™

OrIando Ridout 1V ATTEST:

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Hreservation

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland

pate May 12, 1971

GPO 931.894
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Public Safety Building

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

By 1926 Taylor's structure was no longer adequate for federal needs.
Within seven years a new federal building replaced the 1902-1904 edifice.
In December of 1934, the City of Cumberland bought the earlier, vacant
structure which became the Public Safety Building, the headquarters of the
Cumberland police.

#9. REFERENCES continued

Hinkle, Helen E., Chairman, and Hazel G. Hansrote, Co-Chairmen, Allegany
County Committee of the Maryland Historical Trust, Cumberland,
Maryland. Data form, March 20, 1971. Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland.

Lehman, Donald, Records Officer, Public Buildings Service, General Services
Administration, Washington, D. C. Interview, March 1971.

Records of the Public Buildings Service, Letters Received, Cumberland,
Maryland, Post Office 1890-1910, Federal Records Center, Suitland,
Maryland.

Records of the Supervising Architect, Department of Social and Economic
History, National Archives, Washington, D. C.

Thomas, James W. and T. J. C. Williams. History of Allegany County
Maryland . . .. 2 vols. n.p.: L. R. Titsworth, 1923,

Withey, Henry F. and Elsie Rathburn Withey. Biographical Dictionary of
American Architects (Deceased). Log/Ag;-les: New Age Publishing,
1956.
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