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Q nationally [p statewide [3 locally. ( D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Riverton Historic District
Name of Property

llfc Classification ? 
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Riverton, Salt Lake County. Utah 
City, County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

£><] private 

D public-local 

[H public-State 

D public-Federal

D building(s) 

IEI district 

EH site 

EH structure 

EH object

Contributing 

30

30

Noncontributing 

10

10

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A_____________________

6, Function or Use ; f:.- ; . <v /:. > ; :    ^ ; '^v 
Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling____________________

RELIGION: religious facility________________

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling______

RELIGION: religious facility_____

7, Description 
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Victorian Eclectic

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Tudor 

Revival__________________________ 
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman, Prairie School____ 

MODERN MOVEMENT: Ranch Style 

OTHER: Period Revival, Minimal Traditional

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 

walls

roof 

other

STONE. CONCRETE

BRICK, WOOD, VENEER, ASBESTOS

CONCRETE

ASPHALT, WOOD

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

JSee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7



Riverton Historic District
Name of Property

Riverton. Salt Lake County. Utah 
City, County and State

ARCHITECTURE

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

E3 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

03 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[X] A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

CD E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

fi Major Bibliographical Refenencet
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

Period of Significance
1893-1953

Significant Dates
1893_______

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Various

continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8

Previous documentation on file (NFS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# _________________ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # ____ ________

Primary location of additional data:

0<] State Historic Preservation Office
D Other State agency
D Federal agency
D Local government
D University
IEl Other Name of repository:

Riverton Historical Society_____

See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9



Riverton Historic District
Name of Property

Riverton, Salt Lake County, Utah 
City, County and State

10, Geographical Data   

Acreage of Property 31.12 acres

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.

A1/2 4/2/0/3/8/0 4/4/8/6/7/8/0 
Zone Easting Northing

C1/2 4/2/0/6/4/0 4/4/8/6/2/0/0 
Zone Easting Northing

Bl/2 4/2/0/6/6/0 4/4/8/6/7/8/0
Zone Easting Northing

D1/2 4/2/0/4/8/0 4/4/8/6/2/0/0
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property.)
THE BOUNDARY FOR THE RIVERTON HISTORIC DISTRICT BEGINS AT 12300 SOUTH REDWOOD ROAD AND 
RUNS SOUTH ALONG THE REAR PROPERTY LINES OF THE BUILDINGS ON BOTH SIDES OF REDWOOD ROAD 
TO THE ALONG THE SOUTH PROPERTY LINE OF THE LDS WARD BUILDING AT 12555 SOUTH, AND NORTH 
ALONG THE FRONT OF THE SAME PROPERTY CROSSING WEST ACROSS REDWOOD ROAD AND RUNNING 
WEST ALONG THE SOUTH PROPERTY LINE OF THE PROPERTY OF 12494 SOUTH REDWOOD ROAD (SEE MAP).

Property Tax No. N/A

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
THE BOUNDARIES ARE THOSE THAT BEST DEFINE THE HISTORICAL CHARACTER AND FEELING OF THE CITY 
OF RIVERTON AND CONTAIN THE BEST CONCENTRATION OF CONTRIBUTING HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
REMAINING HERE.

continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 10

name/title Christopher B. Owen - Senior Architectural Historian, Patrick S. Roscoe - Historian, Utah SHPO Staff 

organization Michael Baker Jr., Inc. ________________________ date November 14, 2003 ____

________ telephone (801)255-4400 

_______ state UT zip code 84047

street & number 6955 South Union Park Center, Suite 370 

city or town Midvale__________________________

Additional Documentation  'VO : V';v-\:: f; -;.; yji'^'.K : : ; - f - ; ::^:-^--^. .': :. ^-' : -J.'-^.--':-'.-^.^  ^^^.=;V^-, :iV'.:-.. 
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

street & number_ 

city or town __

telephone_________

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

The Riverton Historic District is located in the City of Riverton, a suburb south of Salt Lake City, Utah. The 
City of Riverton is a community of more than 25,000 located along Redwood Road. The historic district within 
Riverton is located roughly between the intersections of 12300 South and 12600 South on Redwood Road. The 
district is situated at the southern end of the Salt Lake Valley west of the Jordan River. The district is 
comprised of a 40 primary buildings: 39 residences and 1 religious property. Of the 40 buildings within the 
district, 30 (75%) are contributing. Of the 10 (25%) non-contributing buildings, 6 are substantially altered 
historic buildings and 4 are less than fifty years old. There are a total of 41 secondary agricultural outbuildings 
associated with the residences. Of these outbuildings, 14 (34%) are contributing and 27 (66%) are 
noncontributing, consisting of modern outbuildings and garages. Including both primary buildings and 
outbuildings, 44 (54%) are contributing and 37 (46%) are non-contributing, with a total of 81 buildings in the 
district.

There is one property listed on the National Register of Historic Places within the district, the George Henry 
Dansie Farmstead (listed 1979) located at 12494 South Redwood Road. The Dansie property also contains three 
contributing outbuildings. The original commercial area, now all modern commercial development, was located 
outside the southern end of the district at the intersection of Redwood Road and 12600 South. There are no 
commercial buildings within the boundaries of the district. There is one active church/meetinghouse within the 
district, which serves the Riverton LDS Second Ward. The landscape included in the district shows some 
remnants of historical agricultural land use including three feeder canals (one of which is modern) that connect 
to a larger system of canals, located outside the district boundaries. The agricultural land that remains is 
primarily used for small gardens and pastures for animals [photo 33]. The agricultural land outside the district 
is now used for modern residential development.

Survey Methods and Eligibility Requirements

Classification of properties as contributing or non-contributing was based on the results of a reconnaissance 
survey of the historic district area in 1990. The Utah SHPO re-evaluated the district area to update the survey 
data in November 2003. The boundaries of the historic district were drawn to include the highest concentration 
of historic resources in the vicinity. Each resource was evaluated for eligibility using the following guidelines 
and designations established by the Utah State Historic Preservation Office:

A ~ Eligible/Significant: built within the historic period and retains integrity;
excellent example of style or type; unaltered or only minor alterations or additions; individually 
eligible of National Register for architectural significance; also, buildings of known historical 
significance.
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B -- Eligible: built within the historic period and retains integrity; good example of type or style, but not 
as well-preserved or well-executed as "A" buildings; more substantial alterations or additions 
than "A"; eligible for National Register as part of a potential historic district or primarily for 
historical, rather than architectural reasons. [Additions do not detract and alterations may be 
reversible].

C   Ineligible: built during the historic period but has had major alterations or additions; 
no longer retains integrity. [May still be have important local significance].

D   Out-of-period: constructed outside the historic period. 1

Evaluations were based primarily on age and architectural integrity. Current condition (or upkeep), appearance, 
aesthetics, and quality of construction were not determining factors in evaluation. Though a building will 
sometimes appear newer than it actually is because of intrusive alterations and additions, the surveyor attempted 
to discern the oldest portion of the building by looking for signs of greater age such as composition, massing, 
fenestration, foundation materials, chimneys and landscaping.

Architectural Styles and Types by Period

There were four significant periods of construction within the Riverton Historic District. They are, in 
chronological order, the Progressive Era (1883-1917), the Era of Prosperity (1918-1929), the Great Depression 
and World War II (1930-1945), and the Post-War Era (1946-1953). Each one of these significant periods 
brought new styles of architecture into the City of Riverton. The varying architectural types within the Historic 
district identify these periods of significance. The streetscapes of the Riverton Historic District show this 
architectural diversity [photos 1-7].

The Progressive Era (1883-1917)
The oldest surviving building in the Riverton Historic District dates from 1893 and is located at 12494 South 
Redwood Road. The George Henry Dansie Farmstead [photo 10], individually listed on the NRHP in 1979, is a 
good example of Victorian Eclectic-style architecture. Decorative detailing with patterned shingles, a dominant 
front-facing gable, and an asymmetrical fa9ade with partial or full-width porch characterize Victorian Eclectic 
style architecture. Four other contributing examples built between 1883-1917 can be found within the historic 
district. Two of the residences located at 12366 and 12406 South Redwood Road display Bungalow styles; one, 
located at 12301 South Redwood Road, displays a Victorian style; and the other, located at 12461 South 
Redwood Road, is based on a central block type.

The Era of Prosperity (1918-1929)
Fifteen contributing single-family dwellings were constructed within the district between the years of 1918 and
1929. Of these fifteen, nine of them were built in the Bungalow style in different variations including

1 Standard Operating Procedures for Reconnaissance Level Surveys, Utah State Preservation Office (Revised October 1995), B.6.
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Craftsman and Prairie styles. Three good examples of Bungalow style architecture can be found at 12334, 
12325, and 12365 South Redwood Road. The bungalow located at 12334 South Redwood Road [photo 11] was 
constructed in 1922 and emphasizes the vernacular prairie school style with a low sloping roof and wide 
overhanging eaves that are characteristic of the style. The other, located at 12325 S. Redwood Road [photo 12] 
and also constructed in 1922, expresses detailing characteristic of the Craftsman style including exposed rafter 
tails and brackets along the eaves. Lastly, the bungalow located at 12365 South Redwood Road [photo 13] 
displays a more traditional style and form. Other styles introduced during this era are based on Period Revival

r\

styles and include the English Cottage style and a variation, the English Tudor style. There is one contributing 
example of the English Cottage style and two contributing examples of a variation known as the English Tudor 
style. The dwelling located at 12324 South Redwood Road [photo 14] is a period cottage type dating to 1929 
and is a good example of English Cottage style architecture. Steeply pitched roofs and multiple groupings of 
tall windows characterize the cottage types. There is one church building within the district, the Riverton LDS 
Second Ward building, which is located at 12555 South Redwood Road [photos 8 & 9]. The building dates 
from 1929 and is executed in a Period Revival style. It is constructed of brick and stucco and displays a more 
recent addition at the rear. One good example of Victorian Eclectic style architecture was built during this 
period and is located at 12471 South Redwood Road [photo 15]. Two other dwellings in the district were built 
during this period, a Period Revival-style dwelling at 12419 S. Redwood Road, and a house based on the 
foursquare plan at 12443 S. Redwood Road.

The Great Depression and World War II (1930-1945)
Six contributing single-family dwellings were constructed within the district during the Great Depression and 
World War II (1930-1945). Four different styles characterize the time period: Period Revival, English Cottage, 
Minimal Traditional, and Early Ranch. There are two examples of the Period Revival style in the form of 
Period Cottages. The dwelling located at 12354 South Redwood Road [photo 16], constructed in 1930, is a 
good example of this architectural type. There is one English Cottage-style dwelling constructed during the 
period located at 12458 South Redwood Road. Two examples of dwellings constructed in the Minimal 
Traditional style are present in the district. One example can be found at 12312 South Redwood Road [photo 
17]. It was constructed in 1940 and its minimal detailing and massed plan are characteristic of this style. There 
is also one Early Ranch style dwelling built during this period, an interesting example constructed of rock-faced 
concrete block, located at 12486 South Redwood Road [photo 18].

The Post-War Era (1946-1953)
Only one single-family dwelling was constructed within during the district the post-war years (1946-1953). The 
dwelling is executed in the Minimal Traditional Style and is located at 12497 South Redwood Road [photo 19]. 
It was constructed in 1948 and displays qualities of the style such as a low-pitched roof, close eaves, and little 
ornamental detail.

2 The difference between the English Cottage and the English Tudor styles is that the Cottage is sometimes smaller and of all-brick 
construction, while the Tudor implements stucco as the primary exterior surface material and is usually (though not always) larger.
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The construction materials used in each contributing dwelling mainly consist of wood frame and brick. Of the 
29 contributing single-family dwellings within the district, 18 of them are clad in brick. Some of these use 
weatherboard on the gable-ends in combination with brick. An example of this can be seen on the Minimal 
Traditional style dwelling located at 12312 South Redwood Road [photo 17]. Three dwellings are clad in 
weatherboard only while two others are clad in asbestos shingles. Two other dwellings are clad in other 
materials including stucco and aluminum siding, while one dwelling is constructed from concrete block.

Within the district, there are 14 contributing outbuildings that are associated with individual dwellings. These 
contributing outbuildings include secondary structures and agricultural buildings. Two examples of 
contributing garages are located at 12419 [photo 20] and 12470 [photo 21] South Redwood Road. An example 
of an agricultural outbuilding and garage can be found at 12406 South Redwood Road [photo 22]. These 
outbuildings are located on 12 different properties. There are three outbuildings on the Dansie property located 
at 12494 South Redwood Road. This property is a farmstead with two sheds and one barn [photo 23].

Along with the outbuildings, there are some other agricultural remnants within the district boundaries. These 
include two early feeder canals that connect to a larger canal system including the nearby South Jordan Canal 
and Utah and Salt Lake Canal. They are located at 12317 [photo 24] and 12509 [photo 25] South Redwood 
Road. One consists of a brick irrigation pipe cover and the other, a headjgate with metal cover and two valve 
handles. There is a more recent feeder canal located at 12390 South Redjwood Road [photo 26] consisting of a 
modern concrete ditch. These structures are not counted as part of the districts resources.

Non-contributing buildings and outbuildings are not concentrated in any one area but are scattered throughout 
the district. There are 10 non-contributing single-family dwellings within in the district that are either less than 
50 years old or have been substantially altered. The Ranch style dwelling located at 12345 South Redwood 
Road [photo 27] is an example of a non-contributing building less than 50 years old. The Minimal Traditional 
style dwelling located at 12390 South Redwood Road [photo 28] is an example of an historic non-contributing 
building with substantial alterations including modern replacement windows, vinyl siding, and a modern front 
door. New dwellings have been constructed in the district on empty lots created by the loss of older structures 
or property being subdivided into smaller lots [photo 29]. Modern agricultural buildings [photo 30] and sheds 
[photo 31] have replaced many of the historic agricultural outbuildings. Modern garages [photo 32] have also 
been added to some of contributing dwellings.

While the Riverton Historic District contains both historic and modern buildings and outbuildings, the district 
retains integrity to convey a visual sense of the overall historic environment and arrangement of historically and 
functionally related properties. Of the 39 dwellings within the district, 26 provide good examples of the various 
architectural styles that make up the community. The majority of the non-contributing outbuildings within the 
district is located on properties of contributing dwellings and are secondary outbuildings. The contributing 
dwellings make up a concentration of buildings that are united historically by physical development and 
together convey a visual sense of related significant properties of community and architectural importance. 
Other areas along Redwood Road within the community of Riverton and even in other communities located
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along the same road lack the cohesiveness and concentration that the Riverton Historic District displays due to 
substantial modern residential and commercial infill between historic properties. Even though these areas may 
have individually significant properties, the addition of modern development between properties detracts from a 
unified concentration.

The contributing buildings within the Riverton Historic District along Redwood Road convey an historic and 
architectural cohesiveness in their design, materials, workmanship, and association. Historical setbacks have 
been maintained and alterations to contributing properties are minimal. Surrounding modern residential 
development does little damage to the integrity of the district and only affects the agricultural land in areas 
outside the district. The historic landscape has been slightly altered by the removal of some mature trees and 
foliage but does not affect the rural feeling associated with the historic community.

The Riverton Historic District provides a historic streetscape that conveys different periods of significance in 
the growth of the community. A variety of architectural styles comprise the building stock within the district 
and every contributing property serves as an example to each style. The non-contributing buildings and 
outbuildings have little effect on the overall integrity of the district.
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Statistical Summary of Riverton Historic District

Evaluation/Status
(40 primary buildings) 
(41 outbuildings) 
Total (81 resources)

Contributing 
75% (30) 
34% (14) 
54% (44 total)

Non-contributing
25% (10:6 altered; 4 out-of-period)
66% (27)
46% (37 total)

Construction Dates
(contributing 
primary buildings 
only)

1890s
3%

1930s
3%

1900s
10%

1940s
13%

1910s 
23%

1920s 
47%

Original Use
(contributing 
primary buildings 
only)

Residential 
97%

Religious 
3%

Architectural Types
(contributing 
primary buildings 
only)

Victorian Bungalow/Early 20th Century 
14% 47%

WW II/Post War Era 
13%

Religious 
3%

Period Revival 
20%

Other 
3%

Architectural Styles
(contributing 
primary buildings 
only)*

Victorian Bungalow/Early 20* Century 
10% 50%

WW II/Post War Era 
10%

Other 
12%

Period Revival 
19%
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Riverton Historic District, a linear district along Redwood Road in Riverton, Utah, is eligible under 
National Register Criterion A for it association with the historical development City of Riverton and under 
Criterion C for the district's intact architectural diversity. Although a small area, the district is significant under 
Criterion A because it remains the best depiction of the historical development of Riverton and maintains the 
highest concentration of historical resources. Riverton was not developed like most early settlements of Utah 
that followed the grid pattern prescribed in the Plat for the City of Zion. Instead it developed along Redwood 
Road, a major thoroughfare in Salt Lake Valley, in a linear fashion as an agricultural community. This early 
agricultural settlement along Redwood Road eventually grew into more substantial residential, commercial, and 
public development. With a growing community, churches, schools, parks, and stores were all constructed in 
community to serve residents; however, the district area conveys the most historically intact residential aspect of 
Riverton. The Riverton Historic District is also eligible under Criterion C for its variety of architectural styles. 
Each different style introduced in district identifies a specific period in the history of Riverton and the majority 
of the buildings serve as good examples of their intended style. These buildings make up a concentration that is 
united historically by physical development. Unlike most of the sections along Redwood Road in the 
community of Riverton, this concentration has little or no modern infill between historic buildings and 
maintains a cohesive historic streetscape. The district is a contributing resource to the City of Riverton.

History and Development of Riverton

The first settlement of the southern end of the Salt Lake Valley in the area now known as Riverton occurred in 
the 1850s. One article from a compilation of news articles of Riverton History from October 1936 states, "The 
first residents of Riverton lived in dugouts along the river banks. One of the reasons for their locating here was 
for the ease and convenience with which shelters could be provided and the other was for the protection against 
the Indians" (Garside 1936). Archibald Gardner is said to have been one of the first settlers to the area. He 
settled on a plot of land located along the South Jordan River where water was readily available. In the next few 
years, Gardner sold portions of his property to new settlers seeking land for agricultural purposes. Until 1870, 
settlement primarily occurred along the flats near the river due to close proximity and easy access to water. In 
1870, the first large canal project was initiated by local settlers with the goal of creating new agricultural areas. 
Before that, settlement was relatively slow due to the inadequate irrigation system constructed by early settlers. 
The South Jordan Canal was completed in 1876 and was constructed by local laborers using basic tools. It was 
later connected to the larger Utah and Salt Lake Canal completed in 1881. Smaller irrigation structures were 
created and branched off these main canals to serve the nearby communities. Two of these smaller feeder canals 
can be found in the Riverton Historic District at 12317 and 12509 South Redwood Road. The use of irrigation 
structures created more land for agriculture and areas for settlement on the bench-lands above the river.
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The construction of Redwood Road occurred in the 1860s after it was first surveyed in 1853. It was laid out by 
the official surveyor for the Mormon Church, Jamie Fox, and extended from North Temple to 2100 South. It 
was later extended past 2100 South as people moved to the south and west of the Jordan River for both 
commercial and residential opportunities. It currently serves as a major north-south arterial road in the Salt 
Lake Valley.

Stories on the origin of the name Redwood Road vary. One theory from a local county history speculates that 
the army which resided in the valley at Camp Floyd, south of Salt Lake City, constructed a redwood fence along 
both sides of the road to stop residents' complaints of soldiers causing property damage to the local homes on 
their way home from downtown (Sillitoe 1996:63). Another theory, and probably the most accepted one, is that 
the name came from the redwood stakes that Fox used to mark the location of the roadway during the survey 
(Rogers 2000:3). After the establishment of this roadway, the Redwood Line became the meridian line for all 
future surveys west of the Jordan River.

The linear settlement pattern in Riverton along Redwood Road differs from other early Mormon settlements. 
Typical Mormon settlements were based on a square grid system laid out in blocks with the center being 
occupied by church and public buildings. The Redwood Road pattern consists of a narrow north-south grid with 
an LDS chapel as the focal point, four acre blocks with one house per acre on each corner, and streets as much 
as 88 feet wide (Bartholomew 1995:1). The settlement of Riverton on Redwood Road is located on a north- 
south axis, but settlement is confined to the corridor on either side of the road. It is known that under Brigham 
Young, new immigrants were instructed to settle the corridors, which radiated from downtown Salt Lake City. 
Redwood Road is one of these corridors that connects to downtown Salt Lake City and leads south through the 
valley. The construction of the South Jordan Canal and the Utah and Salt Lake Canal in the 1870s and 1880s 
parallel to Redwood Road created new agricultural land in this corridor. It is speculated that with the 
construction of major canals on both the east and west sides of Redwood Road, development occurred in a 
linear pattern to take full advantage of these irrigation systems.

The building stock within Riverton and particularly reflected within the district boundaries is comprised of a 
variety of architectural styles. The diversity of residential buildings is important to the different periods of 
significance. The earliest dwellings in Riverton consisted of dugouts along the river flats and log cabins 
scattered on the bench land. After the appropriation of water by a system of canals was established in the area, 
settlement could take place on a larger scale on the bench land located above the Jordan River. Between the 
years of 1847 and 1882, known as the Settlement and Canal Building years, the architecture that was built 
consisted mainly of Classical styles. Victorian Styles along with early bungalow styles were introduced into 
Riverton between the years of 1883 and 1918, also known as the Progressive Era. Within this period, the Queen 
Anne and Victorian Eclectic styles were predominant in the area. Early twentieth century styles began to appear 
between 1918 and 1929. This period of significance is known as the Era of Prosperity, and produced styles such 
as the bungalow, Craftsman (Arts and Crafts), Prairie School, English Cottage, and other Period Revival styles. 
Other past styles were constructed during this period, but to a lesser extent. The bungalow style is represented
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in many different variations in the district. Variations include both Craftsman and Prairie School styles with 
features such as low-pitched gabled or hipped roof, wide overhanging eaves, and full or partial-width porches 
(McAlester 1992: 439 & 453). English Cottage and other Period Revival styles were also being used during this 
period. The Great Depression and World War II period (1930-1945) introduced the Minimal Traditional style to 
the district while lingering Period Revival styles continued to contribute to the building stock of the period. The 
single religious property in the district, the Riverton LDS Second Ward at 12555 South Redwood Road, was 
constructed in a Period Revival style. The Post-War Era between 1946 and 1953 continued with construction of 
Minimal Traditional style dwellings, while the Ranch Style also became popular in single-family dwellings 
during this period.

The Progressive Era (1883-1917)
The structuring of Riverton's local government was heavily influenced by the Mormon Church and was similar 
to that of neighboring rural suburbs. The community was centered on the Mormon faith and the local wards of 
the Mormon Church sponsored many activities relevant to education and culture (Bashore 1994:469). In 1879 
the first established church meetinghouse was constructed in the community of Riverton and also served as a 
schoolhouse. As membership grew, a larger meetinghouse was needed. In 1908, architect Richard Kletting 
completed a Romanesque style domed meetinghouse north of the historic district to meet the needs of a growing 
congregation. The church, originally located behind the present Riverton School, was heralded as the one of the 
finest rural LDS meetinghouses. The building lasted only about thirty years when it was demolished in 1940. 
In 1886 there were 223 members (35 families) of the LDS in Riverton. By 1900 there were 571 members (92 
families) (Bashore 1994:469).

Agriculture in Riverton was important to the growth of the community. The farms in Riverton slowly changed 
from subsistence fanning to large commercial farms specializing in products such as alfalfa, sugar beets, 
tomatoes, and wheat (Bashore 1994:470). Livestock was important to agriculture in Riverton. By the 1890s 
modernization in equipment led to a more scientific and business-like approach to agriculture and more farmers 
were attracted to the Riverton area (Bashore and Crump 1994:45). Two large farms during this period within 
the Riverton Historic District were located at 12494 and 12301 South Redwood Road. These properties still 
show signs of their agricultural pursuits. The Dansie Farmstead, for example still has three historic agricultural 
outbuildings on its property. The change to commercial farming created many small businesses in the area to 
market these products. A commercial district was created at Redwood Road and 12600 South, immediately 
north of the historic district, to sell local products from the nearby farms. Some of the local facilities included a 
post office, bank, harness store, barber and beauty shop, cobbler, and general merchandise store (Sillitoe 
1996:94). United States Census records from 1900 and 1910 show that majority of the residents from the 
historic district were occupied as farmers, farm laborers, shepherds, and carpenters. The main industries listed 
were labeled as general farm or stock ranch. The introduction of electricity in 1912 provided lighting to many 
of these businesses and residences in and outside the historic district.
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The Era of Prosperity (1918-1929)
The introduction of the railroad in 1914 continued the growth of agriculture in the community by providing 
product transport to neighboring communities. The Salt Lake and Utah Railroad's Orem Line was completed in 
1916 and went through Riverton west of Redwood Road (Crump and Bashore 1989:4). It was located 
immediately to the west of the Riverton Historic District. It was used as both a commuter and material transport 
line, and improved access to the downtown area. The line was discontinued in 1945 and soon after the ties and 
rails were removed. An article in the December issue of the Deseret Evening News (1917) describes the success 
of agriculture in Riverton:

"Riverton is a community devoted to agricultural and stock raising pursuits. It has many 
improvements, including a water system, electric light and power, telephone and telegraph 
communication, and a school district under the Jordan district. The community supports a 
substantial bank, a number of stores, and a canning factory through which products of the farms 
are canned and prepared for the market. Riverton is a community of flock masters, of dairy 
herds, of apple orchards, of alfalfa and beet fields, and grain fields that enlarged by thousands of 
acres of dry farms with possibilities of yielding wheat enough for the entire county."

New technology contributed to a rapid growth in agricultural production and to the size of local farmsteads. 
The availability of the automobile to a wider range of consumers also allowed for an easy commute to the 
surrounding area (Crump and Bashore 1989:5). The construction of commercial elements also attracted new 
residents to the area and contributed to the increase in population. Many new jobs came with these 
improvements to the area. The United States Census record from 1920 shows some residents of the historic 
district taking jobs in the railroad and the surrounding mines located in the foothills to the west of the historic 
district. The majority still were fanners but many more opened home stores to sell their product. Others even 
became involved in the commercial district at the intersection of South Redwood Road and 12600 South in 
merchandising and specialty stores.

Many new homes were built during this period within the Riverton Historic District; most were new homes for 
family members already living in the historic district. Families such as the Dansie's, the Butterfield's, and the 
Madsen's all built homes for their children on portions of their land. Many began working on remote fields 
located outside the historic district and freeing up more land in the historic district for new construction (K. 
Bashore 9/25/03). The Riverton LDS Second Ward located at the southern edge of the historic district was also 
constructed during this period in 1929, introducing another aspect to the predominantly residential/agricultural 
character.

The Great Depression and World War II (1930-1945)
The Great Depression and World War II led to a decline in Riverton's population. Two severe droughts at the 
turn of the nineteenth century and during the 1930s affected farmers, forcing some to move to southern Idaho in 
search of better conditions. The Great Depression hit local farmers and businesses hard and caused the closure 
of the Jordan Valley Bank in 1932, with many of its patrons losing their life savings (Crump and Bashore
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1989:5). In the 1920s and later, in the 1930s, farmers dealt with declining prices and deflation in agriculture as 
a whole. The United States Census record of 1930 still shows many farming in the district area, but the 
numbers working in other industries were growing. For example, many more ore miners and poultry plant 
workers are listed as residents of the historic district. Many farmers lost land and residents lost their homes due 
to difficulty in repayment of mortgages and property taxes (Bashore and Crump 1994:126). This decline in 
agriculture slowly changed Riverton from a farming community to a suburban community. Many independent 
farmers worked part time on some of the larger remaining farms and also worked second jobs to secure a 
sustainable income. The initiation of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) helped some of the local 
residents by providing low paying jobs for labor in street and sidewalk construction. The entrance of the United 
States into World War II continued the declining trend and a shift away from subsistence-based agriculture in 
Riverton.

Only seven contributing dwellings were constructed within the historic district during this period, including 
another home of local resident Thomas Butterfield. Most of this new construction was housing for family 
members who married and were starting families of their own. As success in agricultural production declined, 
subdivision of parcels within the district became more common. Many of the locals became laborers on larger 
commercial farms located outside Riverton and abandoned most personal agricultural pursuits.

The Post-War Era (1946-1953)
The displacement of land in the community of Riverton from agricultural to residential use increased during the 
years following World War II, and population expanded with the availability of land for housing development. 
Most of the remaining local farmers sold their land at prices many times higher than what they originally paid 
(Crump and Bashore 1989:4). Farmers also sold off portions of their land to different buyers and early 
farmsteads slowly became surrounded by more modern housing. This can be seen in the modern fence lines and 
block walls located on the sides and the rear of many of the properties within the historic district. As parcels 
were divided, new fencing was installed and concrete block walls were constructed to divide the new 
neighborhood communities from the older residential areas. Many associated agricultural outbuildings were lost 
during this process.

Only one contributing dwelling was constructed during this period within the historic district. Many of the 
original residents of the area moved to escape the early beginnings of suburban development. New family 
construction within the historic district was limited and the only home was built on the Dansie property. The 
Riverton LDS Second Ward also began changing to accommodate a growing population in the community of 
Riverton. Additions were added on the rear and side facades and a rear garden was replaced with a parking lot.

Developers bought out much of the agricultural land beginning in the 1960s and farmers took their profits and 
moved to neighboring states where land values were far less in comparison. One author states, "Land in 
Riverton simply became too expensive to use for farming" (McConnick 1986:52). Changing percentages of 
agricultural land use in Riverton best express the drastic decline in farming. In 1960 when developers first 
started buying agricultural land, 94% of Riverton was dedicated for agricultural use. By 1988, only 54% of land
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in Riverton was used for agriculture (Bashore and Crump 1994:168-69). Even today, new commercial and 
substantial suburban residential developments are being constructed on land that was once agricultural. Much 
of the surrounding area outside the Riverton Historic District has conceded to modern commercial and 
residential development. The population of Riverton grew dramatically with the construction of large housing 
developments. U.S. Census statistics show that the population in Riverton in 1960 was almost 2,000, but by 
1990 it had reached over 11,000 residents. In a compilation of news articles of the history of Riverton, one 
reporter for the Salt Lake Tribune noted that, ".. .from the requests to develop land, the population growth is 
about like a filled balloon ready to explode, as more pressure is applied" (Sorenson 1976:B-4). By 1994 the city 
government initiated efforts to slow the growth rate of Riverton. Their solution was to rezone undeveloped 
land, requiring new building lots to be at least one-third of an acre, in hopes of gaining time to plan for 
increased traffic, the overcrowding of schools, and the continuing threat of urban sprawl (Sillitoe 1996:266). 
This transformation has dramatically affected the feeling and association related to the original farming 
community established during the mid-nineteenth century. However, these qualities are very much retained 
within the district area.

In Summary, the Riverton Historic District is eligible under Criteria A and C as a significant resource in the 
areas of exploration/settlement and architecture between 1893 and 1953. The significance of the Riverton 
Historic District can be seen through its ability to convey the spectrum of important periods in the community's 
history with its settlement characteristics and architectural examples.
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