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The Ponder House is a fine example of a late Xigigrlan townhouse.
The structure is three stories high, including the mansard roof, and
has a five-bay east frontgge. To the west is located a slightly lowen,
- four~bay rear wing at cross-axis to the main house block.=

The house plan includes a center hall flanked by two south rooms

and a large north room, which fills the depth of the house. The wing

- is composed of a hallway, enclosed stairway, and rear room. Vertically,

the house is stacked room on room. The fireplaces in the main house
are located on the center partition walls, as the north and south end
walls are each filled by a bay window. Interior detailing inecludes
deep crown moulding, marble mantelpieces, and wainscots beneath the
windows. Besides the crown moulding, fine plasterwork can be observed
in the rosettes supporting the chandeliers.

The frontage of the Ponder House is marked by the center extensidn

- "m}ﬂ!

of the hall, empha5121ng the entry A large verandah strefches acrosg
the first floor facade. Set on brick foundations, the entire house id
of frame construction, sheathed in weatherboarding, and surmounted

by a slate mansard roof. Details include decorated segmental arches

spanning the windows, a bracketed cornice, and an arched window pair

located on the second story above the dual-door entry. =

338

SNOITLONWYLSNI

The Ponder House has been altered to accommodate a mortuary; however,

the necessary additions have occurred to the rear of the bulldlng,Jﬁmék %J/fﬁ},

have not seriously injured the quality of the main house block.
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Governor James Ponder was a menber-of one of the oldest familieg

in Broadkill Hundred. His ancestor John Ponder was born in England
and emigrated to Maryland in 1674. Before 1719 the Ponder family
had been established along the Broadkill River at what is now Milton

James Ponder, born in 1819, was the son of John Ponder, a
Milton businessman, land owner, and shipper. He received a formal
education at several of the academies in the state, and entered into
business with his father in 1843. By the time of his father's death
in 1863, James Ponder had become a successful merchant, shipper, and
mill-owner. He was also said to be the most extensive land holder
in Sussex County.

Among his public offices James Ponder served as a member of both
the State House of Representatives and the State Senate. 1In 1867
he was chosen as Speaker of the Delaware Senate. During his term

as Governor, from 1871 to 1875, Ponder built his house on Federal

L

Street in Milton.
At the close of his term, Ponder moved to Wilmington, where he
served as director of the Farmers'! Bank. In 1879 he returned to his

house and business activities in Milton, where he died in 1897.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
80-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

National Register.

/Z:’Zie“/\v% \ élf/&jﬁfz i

/
{/

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

The recommended

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is: ’_
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Hx'g oric Preservation

National [] State K] Local [] . ) L
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Dr. E. Berkdley Tompkins
Title Director, Div. of Historical Y 4

and Cultural Affairs Keeper of Thé National Regifter
pate = 1A~ Date 4 23 7 3
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