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1. Name of Property

historic name Gallinger Municipal Hospital Pgsychopathic Ward
other names/site number B;i1dings 20-23, District of Columhia General Hospital

2. Location

street & number Regervatrion 13 ,19th and Massachusetts Ave., S E LI not for publication
city, town Washington Lx /| vicinity
state nC code 11 county n ¢ code n0O1 zip code 200N

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[:l private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public-local [ district 4 Q0 __buildings
[ public-State [Isite sites
[:] public-Federal.. - - : - D structure . structures
. [Jonject. -.. objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NA listed in the National Register _ 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [:J request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In ? opinion, the p ) ertys not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

% )

Ao
Signature of certifying official / Da

13 1980

i

State or Federal agency and bureau

{ L
In opinion, the pm%y [Zl]nzgk does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.
X Vo .

Signature of commentir)b or other pfficial Date J AN i 3 53":3;‘

State or Federal agency and bureau

. 5. National Park Service Certification / yd
E:r’ey,oenify that this property is:
ntered in the National Register. % M
[:] See continuation sheet. Ay 4 z 7 C
[:]determined eligible for the National \ /
Register. ] see continuation sheet. 7

[]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

["Iremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) * Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Health care/hospital health care/clinic

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation __concrete

C() lonial Revi zal walls Brick
roof slate—
steel

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Summarz

The Gallinger Muncipal Hospital Psychopathic Ward is composed of four two-story Colonial
Revival steel frame and brick buildings laid in flemish bond. The group was designed to

be integrally related and to function as one unit. The buildings face the northeast and are
located at the D.C. General Hospital complex lying between the terminus of Massachusetts
Avenue, S.E. at 19th Street and the Anacostia River. The exterior of the building group

has the appearance of a campuslike Colonial Style enclave, and although altered by brick
infill and minor exterior additions, the architectural character of the ward remains intact
and conveys the original intent of the design and its historical associations with
Washington's social and medical history.

[x] See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[:] nationally |:| statewide E] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x]A [_]B [x]Cc []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ 18 [Jc [o [Je [JF [JG na

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1920-1938 1920-1922
Sacial Histao ry
Health Z Medicine
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Ashford, Snowden/

Mynne, George E

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Summary

The Gallinger Municipal Hospital Psychopathic Ward (Buildings 20-23, D.C. General

Hospital complex) is locally significant for its strong historical associations with

the modern development of public welfare and mental health programs in the District of
Columbia between 1920 and 1938. It also possesses architectural importance as a significant
example of a type-and period of American psychiatric ward design executed.during.the. -
“firkt quarter of the-twentieth century. The property meets National Register of Historic
Places standards for the evaluation of historic properties under criteria A and C and
possesses local significance in the areas of social, medical,and architectural history.

See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet

E] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested ‘ [:] State historic preservation office
[:lpreviously listed in the National Register [ ]other State agency
Dpreviously determined eligible by the National Register [ ]Federal agency
[:]designated a National Historic Landmark [ Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [x ] Other
[:] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: )
Record # —A'N-C—ﬁB’—S‘llte—lﬂwlﬁ-amma—A = i )2 Z . i Ve * SE

Washineton, D.C. 20003

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _Approximately three acres

UTM References

Alng 328531 laslarslaitig Bl ) Loty bty
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

(o3 EE N I I ATV I NI R (o0 I N I T NN B I BN AT

[]see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Gallinger Muncipal Hospital Psychopathic Ward is shown by the bold
blue line on the accompanying Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1964. (copy ‘to scale)

DSee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The boundary includes only the historic four wings of the ward and is drawn to exclude
non-contributing outbuildings. Although the ward was planned to anchor a hospital campus,

the hospital grounds contaim- buildings that do not meet the National Register age criterion
or have lost historic and architectural integrdty:.

[_]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte William B. Bu thr\%

organization _Consultant date __July 18, 1988
street & number 6_Browms Court, S.E telephone 202-546-2453

city or town —Washington ) state D, C zip code _20003

iy
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Although Ashford was an sxperisnced and competent architect, the
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Fine Arts ecstablished in 1910, In the Ie-or“latir 1 forming the agency Congr
mandatad that the commission would advise the Iaderal governtnent in {is

selection of designs and models for statues, founfains, and monuments.
President Willlarn Howard Taft immediately evpanded the commizsion’s

duties by exscutive order in 1910 o include desigh review of all plans for
public buildings erected in the District of Columbia and specifically requestad
that the District Comtnissioners subtnit plans for municipal buik ,hn*; b the
commission for adwvice and criticism. Charles Moore, a prominent fine arts
advocate in Washington since his days as political afde to Ssnafor James
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In 1944 the District Commissionsrs requestad ZU Elizabeth
supserintendent Dr. Winfred Overholser to mt;&ﬂthe DSy
make recommendations [or irmprovetnents.

Thm‘ fhw tnait ytuhlﬁ-m was Etz i ,tur:zs..l becanse fh~ 2*»1111 imu Wwas
bt

{ozpitals

3%
hmrrit Hrﬂf" *n::i

"}

;.ﬂJLL,mﬂ ‘ne arectad a 11 that ‘:‘he old ward e converted ; .
irondcally, a member of Overholser's inspection team was Dr. Samus
Hamilton of MNew Tork, who had initially praised the decion in

.
i
article ﬂ f 8 Modernn Hospital What had beent 3 model

o . : 11
the sminent psychiatrist in the 19205 was now outmeded and a 'p
ing inconvenience” by the end of World War 113 ~ 8 PRy

aston sh NewW DS
facility was built at the ‘10 pital it 1955, and the old ward underwen
intetior conversions in 1962 and 1975, In the 1-«’7‘0: *he— tilding 121"5:-'2:&1'1'1'3-
part. of Area C Cotmimutiity Health Center ﬂ'x-‘ Iii'idri'-‘*'-‘ﬁl—-u! of the
T‘b‘:.--;lﬁhk:{b. of Hutman Re&:iﬁun"é‘*'- atid until *‘-‘awhhf s functionad as 3 drug
and alochol rehakdlitation center and vener dizeaze clinic. The ev’ ior of
Thw old tailding has suffered vears of neglsc «1 arly discernitde =
the dignity of itg original Colonial Revival a tnaterial historical

rﬁlﬁxﬁlrd f“lI fhhﬂ iigtlmlﬁm 311":3, 31’: ]‘Elr: iiﬁen_.
medical refortners in Washington,

eration of social and
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Dr. White's reputation as an  innovative and  outstanding
:5:1_.p%fiiztem:i%nt. and pevohifatriast i well L(z'l.‘:s"sv-*' md 11:».u.-::~-11 the works
ifed 1 i For z hi g hospitals and their

M g et Of tmenfal iilness of
-untz act ‘;'a'r.i::—n’r.c,} See i}r&én, Washing '.1, 11. ;.;:;. 5 ‘{? 1611 am indebted to
Frank K. Millikan *--sfllx‘a i:e «-ru;rsa.ni:.l" completing a dissertation at Georgs
Washington Uni titled, "The History of St Elizabeth Hospital, 1852-

x,ﬂ.uvsw..e; atdent oad at the factlity and itz role i

18“;»{:;:;5;3:.:3?_:;1}5;_ DL General, 1909-1314," Subjsct Clipping Fils

-

na Division, NG Public Li brnrv

90r. Percy Hickling, “Report of the Paychopathic Ward,” in Eeport of
the Cornfnissioners of the Dl*-‘TZ ict of Columbia, (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 192%), pp. 102-10%; and also "Hosnitals, D General, 1920-
1935 ‘"nhmt Clipping File, 'eﬁ;ass:;zing;tsxﬁ::m:a. Division, D. C. Public Librar v
For an overview csf the working relationship of pesychopathic wards and
tra 1:' ial institutions for the mentally i, zee Bell, Treating

UFor a discussion of administrative and professional services at
FJallinger Memorial Hopsital in the 1920s, see "Report of the Gallinger

Mumnicipal Hospital,” in Report nz the Board of Pubdic Welfare, {(Washingfon
Governtent Printing Office, 1929), pp. 06-64 For the mnportancs of the
nursing school o the hospital's operations, see Toulz, The Capital City School
ﬁf E’Im‘:mu, :h:mtex 4. For background information on the signficance of the
edical and peychiatric instn ::tmn at %391'1%-1"‘.1 hocpdtals
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