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In 1883 the original Calumet was hyflt by the Close Bros, and Co, on the cormer of
Hiawatha and Main Street, This Italiagate brick hotel was a three story structure
with the main entrance on the cotner of the block. In 1885 an addition was made to
the Calumet along Hiawatha Avenue, at a‘'cost of $15,000, This addition on the south
~side of the Calumet was done in the same Italianate style:as the original building.

In December of 1886, the Calumet was totally destroyed by fire, 1In 1888 the new
Calumet W:s/?inished on the same site as the old Calumet, The basic style is
Romanesque¥with crennellated cornice, Jasper and Sioux Quartzite are the primary
building materials: Jasper being the light pinkish material on the exterior and Sioux
Quartzite is the darker red stone used as trim around the windows, foundation, and
entrances. o N LT e

The new Calumet was both a bank and hotel, The bank entrance was located on
the corner of the bkock and the entrance to the hotel was from Main Street through
a Syrian arch., A hall led to a reception lobby, Off of this lobby was a large
dining room, From this point a grand staircase of fine wood craftsmanship led to
the sleeping rooms on the upper floors. These rooms were arranged in a typical double -
loaded corridor, A bank ogcupied the northeast corner of the building, :

In approximately 1910 an addition was made on the south end of the Calumet and
a fourth story was added bringing the total dimensions to 50' x 140', The same
building materials were used so as not to detract from the original structure,

Today the interior spaces have been altered but the staircase remains intact
and the lobby-reception area is intact, The building functions primarily as
apartment rentals and what was the bank is at present a real estate office,
Aluminum combination windows have been installed on second and third levels and
window openings have been reduced by wooden in-fill panels,
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The Calumet Hotel stands as the most visible building in a framework of historic -
buildings in Pipestone constructed around the turn of the century of stone indigenous
to the area, The fact that Sioux Quartzite and Jasper were available to the early
settlers provides for an architectural character that is quite handsome because of
the natural beauty of the building stone, '

None of Pipestone's many pxze-1900 buildings can claim so vital a link to the
past as the Calumet Hotel, It was not uncommon during the early 1900's for evening
trains to discharge scores of traveling families in Pipestone for the overnight stay
before their journey resumed in the morning.

‘In the early days when Pipestone was first being settled, the land real estate
business was booming, One of the largest real estate firms in the world, the Close
Brothers, was located in Pipestone., In order to accommodate the large number of
_ people coming to Pipestone, the Close Brothers decided to build a hotel, This hotel
,was the original Calumet Hotel built in 1883 for a cost of $25,000., Less than a year .
later, a $15,000 addition was made to the Calumet on the southeast side of the building.
The original hotel was situated on the same site as today's Calumet Hotel although it
"was considerably smaller,

On the morning of December 15, 1886, fire broke out in the hotel's kitchen and ,
"in less than two (2) hours, the bulldlng was destroyed, 1In the fire, a local minister
had died and as a result of this fatality, immediate action was taken to establish
a village fire department. The Calumet blaze led to an even more important step, - Plans
for a water works system were initiated in January and the system was completed in
1888, Just about the time the new Calumet was finished.

City offici;é;rand civic leaders at that time were aware 6f how important the
Calumet was to future of Pipestone, '"Dollars and Cents" logic clearly establlshed
the need for a hotel, The new building was erected on the same site,

Today the Calumet Hotel is under increasing scrutiny in terms of its economic
viability, but its contribution to the appearance of the community cannot be questloned
Construction costs do not permit the high quality of craftsmanship that went into the
construction of the Calumet, The stone that was used in so many of Pipestone's early
buildings is no longer used today. Because of the size and location of the Calumet,
it is important that it be preserved in order to retaln the character of the central
bu81ness district, : SRR -
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National Register of Historic Places Calumet Hotel
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Continuation Sheet Name of property
Pipestone Co., MN
County and State
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RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Calumet Hotel
REFERENCE NUMBER: 7%01066

ADDRESS: 104 West Main Street
CITY/TOWNSHIP: Pipestone

STATE: Minnesota

SIGNIFICANT DATE: 1888

ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

COMMENTS: The correct address is 104 West Main Street, not 104 South Hiawatha Avenue. It was
built in 1887-1888 and housed a bank and a hotel that could accommodate 50 guests. In 1899, an
addition was constructed on the south end of the building. An original oriel window and exterior
balcony were removed in 1912. In 1913 a fourth floor was added, making the total number of guest
rooms, 90. By 1978 the hotel had deteriorated to such a point that it was deemed unsafe and closed by
the State Fire Marshall. It was purchased in 1979 by Greg and Mike Hasara. After extensive remodeling
and rehabilitation, including the reconstruction of the oriel window, it was re-opened in 1981 as a hotel.
Pipestone County Star, 30 September 1887; 30 November 1888; 19 May 1899; 22 February 1900; 26

August 1913
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balcony were removed in 1912. In 1913 a fourth floor was added, making the total number of guest
rooms, 90. By 1978 the hotel had deteriorated to such a point that it was deemed unsafe and closed by
the State Fire Marshall. It was purchased in 1979 by Greg and Mike Hasara. After extensive remodeling
and rehabilitation, including the reconstruction of the oriel window, it was re-opened in 1981 as a hotel.
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