


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

A w e l l preserved and very high s t y l e example of I t a l i a n a t e design, 
t h i s house stands out among a number of s i m i l a r l y s t y l e d houses i n 
the surrounding neighborhood. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n and 
meets c r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms "of 
other buildings within the oommunity. 

This i s a very high s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e house i n an area of town where a 
number of f i n e I t a l i a n a t e houses were b u i l t and remain. I t was 
o r i g i n a l l y T-shaped i n plan w i t h i t s gable end to the s t r e e t , a 
common house plan from the Greek Revival p e r i o d onward. I t i s 2^ 
s t o r i e s i n height and has a wide eaves overhang supported on p a i r e d , 
s c r o l l e d brackets suggesting I t a l i a n v i l l a s . Windows have cornice 
l i n t e l s and s i l l s are footed. The one s t o r y wing porch has panelled 
p i l l a r s as supports"and s c r o l l e d brackets. The arched gable window 
i s an I t a l i a n a t e m.otif as w e l l . 

HISTCmiCAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comrunity. 

Avon S t r e e t was l a i d out i n 1848 on land owned by the h e i r s of Lemuel 
Sweetser, who had l i v e d on Main Str e e t and owned a large s e c t i o n of 
land s t r e t c h i n g from Main t o North Avenue. Sweetser was a shoe 
manufacturer who was i n f l u e n t i a l i n the B a p t i s t Society and i n the 
founding of the South Reading Academy. Within a decade of h i s death 

" i n 1835 the town's population was growing r a p i d l y . Between 1840 and 
i 1850 i t grew by 900, and the a d d i t i o n of Avon S t r e e t t o the town 
: center provided house l o t s f o r many new r e s i d e n t s . Opened during a 

period of r e l a t i v e p r o s p e r i t y , Avon Street was b u i l t up w i t h high 
q u a l i t y homfes which helped s h i f t the balance of development of f i n e r 
residences towards the west side of town, a s i t u a t i o n which continued 
thoughout the second h a l f of the 19th century. 
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