


NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

A wel |l preserved and very high style exanple of Italianate design,
this house stands out anong a nunber of similarly styled housesi n
the surrounding neighborhood. It retains integrity of location,
setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and
meets criterion Cof theNRHP on thelocal level.

ARCH TECTLRAL SIGN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns"of
other buildings wthin the oonmunity.

This i savery high style Italianate house i nan area of town where a

nunber of fine Italianate houses were built and remain. | twas
originally T-shaped i nplan with itsgable endtothestreet, a
common house plan from t heGeek Revival period onward. It i s 27

stories i nheight and has a wi de eaves overhang supported on paired,
scrolled brackets suggesting Italian villas. Wndows have cornice
lintels andsills arefooted. The one story wing porch has panelled
pillars as supports”"and scrolled brackets. The arched gable w ndow
is an Italianate motif as well.

H STOm CAL SIGNFI CANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the
building relates t othe devel opnent of the conrunity.
Avon Street was laid out i n1848 on |and owned by t heheirs of Lenuel
Sweetser, who had lived on Main Street and owed a |large sectionof
land stretching from Main t oNorth Avenue. Sweetser was a shoe
manufacturer who was influential i ntheBaptist Society andi n the
founding of t heSouth Reading Acadeny. Wthin a decade of his death
I n1835thetown's population was growing rapidly. Between 1840 and
I 1850 i t grew by 900, and t headdition of Avon Street t ot hetown
. center provided house lots for many new residents. Opened during a
period of relative prosperity, Avon Street was built up with high
quality honfes which helped shift thebalance of devel opment of finer
residences towards t hewest side of town, a situation which continued
thoughout t hesecond half of thel9th century.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 5, Page 57,

Hurd, DO Hamilton, (ed.). History of M ddlesex County, Massachusetts,
vol I, Philadelphiav 1890.

Maps of 1857 (M Bolles), 1874 (Oliver Perkins), 1889 (S. A Clough).
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