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The Northside Village Historic District i slocated i nthenorthern part of Charlton along
the former Stafford and Worcester Turnpike (nowStafford Street) and two spur roads,.
Northsi de Road and Cenetery Road. The district consists of approximtely 70 acresi n
arural setting and includes 13 buildings and 4 sites. The buildings aremstly resi-
dential, reflecting thearea's agricultural past, and, with theexception of two 20th
century houses, date from the 18th and early 19th centuries.

Beginning at theeast end of thedistrict i stheJohn Gorton House (#1)built i n 1794
by thehatter John Gorton. The house i stypical of theone-room deep, two-story houses
built i nthearea. | tisfive bays wide and has a center chimey. |tscenter entrance
is flanked by pilasters supporting a five-light transom and sinple entablature. The
original wall covering of clapboards has been covered with siding.

The Jonot han Wheel ock House (#2), built i n1735, i stheoldest house i nthe district.

The house retains itscentral chimey and original doorway, although the clapboards

have been covered with ashestos shingles. The west second-floor roons were renoved after
a serious fire i nthe1940's, leaving t hebuilding with an unbal anced appearance.

The Nathaniel Brown House (#3), c. 1795, i salso a frame house now covered with asphalt
siding. The two-story house rests on a | owstone foundation and has a'lean-to addition
and a one-story ell tothewest. The original doorway has been replaced by one of
Victorian design.

.The Rider Tavern (#4), 1797-1799, i sa nine-bay, hip-roofed structure which has already

been described i ndetail i na separate National Register nomnation form Inmportant
features of this building areitstwo quoined entrances, theoriginal stenciling i n the
second-floor ballroom and evidence of an early roof garden.

The Haywar d- Bacon House (#5) was built c. 1826 by Asa Bacon, a tanner. As originally
constructed, thehouse had a center chimey which was removed during interior alterations
in the1870's, giving way tothetwo small chimeys now present. The building i sfive
bays wide with a ridge roof and has a center, six-panel door. The windows are two-over-
two lights innost of thehouse, with eight-over-twelve sash i nthegables which survived
the late 19th century remodeling. There aretwelve-over-twelve lights i nthew ndows
in thewestern ell. Tradition indicatesthat this ell was once attached t othe Rider
Tavern and noved t ot he Haywar d- Bacon House after thetavern ceased t obe a public house.

The Waters-Mrton House (#6) was built i nthemd-18th century. |t i stwo and one-half
stories with aridge roof and a one-story ell running north which connects thehouset o
a one and one-half story barn. The white clapboard structure rests on a drystone foun-
dation, and t hecorners have pilasters which termnate at theroof line with a capital
supported by modillions. There aredentils at theeaves, and two |arge brick chimeys
rise fromtheroof, fifteen feet from each gable end. The main entrance was renoved
from t hesouth facade i nthe 1930's and a new entrance with sidelights and a broken

pedi ment placed on t heeast end.

The Fife House (#7)i sa one-story ranch house built i n 1967.
continued
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The Mary Waters House (#8), built i n1790, i sa two and one-half story house with a
central chimey and a small rear kitchenell. The walls areclapboard on the front
and sides, while therear i sfinished with natural wood shingles. The windows havet he
typical local treatment of keystoned lintels on thefacade and sides. Wndows aresix-

over-six on thefront, thesides aresix-over-sixand twelve-over-twelve, and t he back
wi ndows are twelve-over-twelve. The center doorway has a six paneled door flanked by
pilasters, with a shallow carved Tudor rosette on each pilaster neck, supporting a
classical pediment. The front yard i senclosed with a white picket fence standing on
a granite base.

The Indian Mortar Farm (Ebenezer Hammond House) (#9), c. 1800, i sa two and one-half
story house which faces east with itsgable endtothestreet. Akitchenel | extends
to thewest. The walls arecovered with white clapboard and wi ndows have twelve-over-
twelve sash. The center entrance i sframed with heavy quoins and topped with akey-
stoned lintel and simple cornice. To thewest of this farmhouse arevarious farm build-
ings such as wagon sheds, barns, swinehouse, and other appurtenances, al | paintedred.

The John G bbs House (#10)was built by a machinist i n1826. The two and one-half
story clapboard house rests on a |l owfoundation and a one and one-half story shedel |
extends tothesouth. The paneled entrance has sidelights, and t hew ndows aresi x-
over-six with plain surrounds.

The Deacon Daniel Streeter House (#11)was built i n 1782 and i sa clapboard building with
aridge roof with two small chi meys. Wndows have six-over-sixsash, and the central
doorway has sidelights and transom |ights.

The Northside School (District #2 School house) (#12) was built i n 1848 and stands on
the site of theformer Baptist Meetinghouse of 1745. The white clapboard buildingi s

the only Greek Revival structure i nthedistrict. Wth itsgable endtothe street,
the school house has four pilasters across thefront. Between thetwo mddle pilasters
is arecessed entry with two doors on each side wall. The building i sfive bays deep

and has a ridge roof of slate. A small chimey i s located at therear, and abovet he
pedi ment i sa belfry conposed of cornerboards enclosing louvered panels on each side.
Above this rises a stepped spire with aniron and gilt weathervane with sunburst motif.

The George Lanprey House (#13) was built i n 1947 and i sa two-story clapboard structure.
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The Northside Village Historic District i ssignificant as an exanple of village devel-

opment from anagricultural Qrigin tomercantile prosperity. Thedistrict i salsoim
portant foritsassociations with well-known local citizens.

The ol dest house i nthedistrict i stheJonothan Wheel ock House (#2). The majorityof
the structures i nNorthside Village stand on Wheelock's original honme | ot. Wheel ock
served as town treasurer andfought i ntheFrench andlndian War. He taetan the village
tanning industry andalso hada distillery andoperated a tavern i nhi s house. Jonothan
and Martha Wheel ock's daughter was thefirst child born i n Charlton.

In 1796t he Wheel ock House was bought by John A Haven, a housewright or builder. Several
new buil dings constructed i nthevillage after Haven's arrival areattributed t o him
Haven was t he | eading organizer of t he Southwestern Worcester County Architectsand
Builders Association i n 1817.

Nort hwest on t hebrook anda short distance from t heWeel ock House i stheSite of the
Wheel ock- Morey Distillery (A). This ginstill, brewery, malt-house, andcorn mill

was begun by Jonot han Wheel ock's sonEli i n1792. Leonard Mrey later joined hi mas a
partner andthetwobegan t he nearby tavern later bought by theRider brothers.

By 1877thedistillery was i nruins, andno above-ground avidence i s found today.

The large, three-story Rider Tavern (#4) dom nates thevillage andsits promnently at
the intersectionof Stafford Street andNorthside Road. Begun i n1797, the tavern

was purchased by Isaiah andW lliam Rider i n1801. The tavern was originally built
with a flat roof onwhich there was a garden supplied with water conducted through
hol low logs from a spring i nthehill north of thebuilding. A barroom dining rooms,

parlors, bedchambers anda 20x60 foot ballroom nade t he Rider Tavern the center of
village activity. Thetavern was a major stop along theStafford andWrcester Turn-
pi ke andwas visited by theMarquis de Lafayette as he was returning t oHartford from
the laying of thecornerstone of t he Bunker Hill Nonument.

I saiah Rider was an incorporator of oneof thefirst woolen spinning mills in the
country andrepresented Charlton i nthe General Court i n 1813 and 1815-19. Hi s brother

Wiiliam also served i nthe General Court i nl8l12and 1814andwas thefirst postmaster
of Charlton.

The Waters-Morton House (#6) i soneof thenost important buildings i nthe district.
The house was greatly enlarged i n1778by Israel Waters, one of the leading citizens of

continued
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the village. The house was also t heboyhood home of Dr. William T. G Morton who
introduced t heuse of ether as an anesthetic i na surgical operation at Massachusetts
General Hospital i n1846. The Waters-Morton House i st heonly remaining dwellingi n
which t he renowned doctor [ived.

Directly north of t heWaters-Morton House i stheSite of t heTannery (B) which long
figured as t heleading enterprise i nNorthside Village. A tannery was i noperation

at this site prior t ol1l770when it was purchased by Ebenezer Davis. After its purchase
by Israel Waters i n1778, it was expanded. The bark mill stood at t heoutlet of

Snow s Pond t ogrind t hetanbark, and two boot and shoe shops were connected withthe
tannery.

The Mary Waters House (#8) was built c. 1790 by Israel Waters for hi smother Mary.

The first physician i nthevillage owned this house i n 1798.

The Indian Mortar Farm (Ebenezer Hammond House) (#9)formerly had i nits front yard
a large mortar stone used by thelndians t ogrind meal. Other houses i nthedistrict
include t heJohn Gorton House (#1),thehonme of a hatter; theJohn G bbs House (#10),
the home of a machinist; andt heDeacon Daniel Streeter House (#11), whose owner was
active i nt henearby Baptist Church.

Opposite t heStreeter House i st heNorthside School house (#12), or District #2 School.
Built i n1848 on thesite of t heBaptist Meetinghouse, theschool has i nits belfrey
a bell which was originally i ntheMeetinghouse. The bell was purchased i n 1801
fromtheol dchurch at thecorner of Brattle and Clark Streets i nBoston where it had
hung since its purchase i n1719 from Whitechapel Foundry i nEngland. | n1845 t he
bell was recast i nRevere Foundry. School was held i nt he Northside School house

bet ween 1848 and 1950. | t served several years after that as t heAmerican Legion Post
home and i snowvacant.

Also i nthedistrict i sthesite of the Red School house (C), a one-room school house
which was built c. 1795. Another site i sthat of the Rider Store and Post Office (D).
This building was originally an appendage of t heRider Tavern, and was noved across
the Stafford Street and operated by a series of owners including James Morton, father

of Dr. Wlliam T. G Morton. The building was later used as a dwelling and renoved
about 1900.
#10:

running east 500' parallel toStafford Street, thence north across Stafford Street and
east along thenorth side of Stafford Street t ot hepoint of beginning.
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Beginning at apoint at thesoutheast corner of theproperty line of #1 and
proceeding north 625, then west 1125 totheeastern property line of #4,
then north 625" toa point 1300" north of Stafford Street, then west 1000
and across Cenetery Road, then proceeding southerly 437" and then westerly
parallel toStafford Street for a distance of 750", then westerlyby south-
westerly for 1000', then southerly 625 to Stafford Street, then easterly along
the northern edge of the Stafford Street right-of-way for a distance of 250",
then southerly 500", then easterly 2000', then southerly 500' to a point 875
south of Stafford Street, then proceeding east 750", then running northby
northeast 687" along theeastern property line of #4, then east 250', then
north 300" to Stafford Street and proceeding 850" east along Stafford Street
to thestarting point.
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Map Key:

1. John CGorton House, Stafford Street, 1794

2. Jonot han Weel ock House, Stafford Street, 1735

3. Nathaniel Brown House, Stafford Street, c.1795

4. Rider Tavern (NR), Stafford Street, 1797-1799

5. Haywar d- Bacon House, Stafford Street, c.1826

6. Waters-Mrton House, Cenmetery Road, m d-18th century

7. Fife House, Stafford Street, 1967

8. Mary Waters House, Stafford Street, 1790

9. Indian Mortar Farm (Ebenezer Harmond House), Stafford Street, c.1800
10.  John G bbs House, Northside Road, 1826

11. Deacon Daniel Streeter House, Northside Road, 1782

12. Northside School (District #2 School house), Northside Road, 1848
13.  George Lanprey House, Northside Road, 1947

Site of t heWeel ock-Mrey Distillery

Site of t he Tannery

Site of t he Red School house

o 0O w »

Site of theRider Store and Postal Office
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PAUL GUZZI

Decenter 10, 1976

V&. Beth @ osvenor

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Beth:
Encl osed pl ease find thereconputed boundary description for the Northside

Villa?e Historic District, Charlton, Massachusetts. | hope that thisi s
satistactory. |f youshould have any questions, please contact ne.

Sincerely,

Joseph R O fant
Nat i onal Register Editor

XC

enc.
JRJ edh
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