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1. Name of Property

historic name __Americanization Schcol_

other names/site numoer

2. Location

sueet Z nurmber _ 1210 Division Street not for publication NA__
city or town __Cceanside vicinity NA_

state _California code _ CA county _San Diego code _C73

zipcods __ 22054 __

3. State/Federal Agency Ceitification

As the designatad authority under the Mational Historic Pressrvation Act of 198€, ac amendad, | hereby certify that this _¥  nomination ____ reques:
for determiration of slicibility meets the denumertatior; standards fo- racistering propertics ‘n the iNational Register of Historic Flaces ana meets the
procedural end professiona: requirements set iorth in 3€ CFR Part €0. In my opinion, the property % mweis ___ dces nat meet the Natisnai Reg-
weally, {__ See continuation sheet for add

uenai comments.)

:Si;nénfe—v’? certi?l(/x){[; ;.;*?'ficié/ Uate

California Sffice of Historic Preservation

Stete of Federc! agency ond tureau

in my cpinion, the proparty ___ mieeis does not mest the Naticna! Register critzriz. { ___ See continuation sheet for additicna! comments.)

Signature of commentii.g or other official Date

State or Federai agency and bureau



{Amencanization Scnooi) ,
(San Diego County, CA} {Page 2}

4. Nationa! Park Saervice Certification

-~

/ Entered in tl'le .
" L/ / 9% C[{ Jational Registe

[, hergby certity that this properiyas:

V _ entercd in the Naticnal Register
___ Ssa contiruation sheet.
_ determined eligibls for the

Maticne! Ragister
___ Sse continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the

Mationel Ragister

_removed irom the Natioial Register

___ othar {explain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

5. Classification

~

Ownership of Propeity {Check as many boxes as apply)
. private
_3_ public-focal
___ public-Stats
___ pubiic-Federal

Category of Property {Check oniy cnz box)
_ bulldingis)
___ distriet
___ site
__stiuciute

__ chject
Number cf Resaurces within Froperiy

Caorvributing  Noncontiicuting

1 . buildings
o ____ sites
o ___snuctures
— cbiects
1 0 Totwd

Mumbar of contrinuting rescurces previousiy lsted in the National
Rogister _{

Narng of reiated multipie property listing (Eqter "N/A™ i€ pronzrty is net part of a misitiple property listing.)
RV
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&. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Erter categories from instructions)
cat: Education sub: School .
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructionsj
ca: WK in Progress Sub: Restor:—;-tionm_
Socialil _ ______ tivic

7. Duscription

Architectural Classificoticin (Enter catzgoriss $om instructions)
Moderne
_Other: Xslamic__

Mata:iais {Enter categoernies {rom instructions)
rcundation  CONCy
root DTher: built-un
walls __ Stucco

(0]
r
(0]

athes

Nacreddve Descripton ‘Describe the historic and curvenc concition of the propeity on ong or more centinuatio

-
o

shizets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicabte Mational Register Criteria (Mark "X" in one or more boxes {oi the c.ileria qualifying the preperty for Nationa!l Register listing)

X__ A Property is associated with events that have made 2 significant
contribution to the bread patterns of our histery.

B Property is associated with the iives of persons significant in our past.

_¥X T Properiy smbodies the distinctive characieristics cf a type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represants a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

L Property has yielded, or is likely to yieid infoimation impertant in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considsrations (Mark "X" in all the baxes that appiv.)
A owned by a reiigious institution or used for religious purpcses.
B ismoved from its original location.
C o birthslace or a grave.
I & cernetery.
E  arsconstructed building, object,or structure.
¥ acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance {Enter categorics from instructions;
_Architecture
__Educetion

_Cther-Immigration
Seocial History

Significant Pergon {Coraplete if Criterion B is marked above!

NA

Cultura! Affilisticn NA
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Architeet/Builder __ G111, Irving J.

Marrative Statement of Significance (Expiair the signticance of the property »n one or more eontinuation sheets.)

9. Majcr Eibliograghical References

{Cite the books, articies, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation shests.)

Pravious documentation on file (NPS)
__ preliminary determinaticn of individual listing {26 ZFR 67} has been
requacted.
___ previously listed in the National Register
___nrevivusly determined eligibie by the Nationai Register
___ designaied a National Historic Landmari
___racorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
___reccrded by Hictoric American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
___ Stats Mistoric Preservation Office

.___ Cther State agency

___ Federal agency

_loca! govzinment
__ University

__ Other

Name of repository:

10. Seogrophical Uata

Acreugn of Propeity _ 0. 3

UTM Referencac (Place additionzt UTM references or a continuation sheet)

‘one Fasting Nortiing Zone Casting Nordhing
. a4 : LT ,
v 1Y 465400 3672900 s
2 4

Vernai Bonietary Description {(Describe the beundaries of the property on & curtinuation sheel.)

Doundarv Justification [Explsin why the bounderies werz selected cn a cantir. atior shest.)
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11. Form Prepared By

nameiiite_Hlarry Kelsey, President
organizatior__Interdisciplinary Research, Inc. dawe_ 23 Juiy 1993
street & number__ 2104 North Craig Avenue phune_818-791-1237

city or town__ Altadena zipcods _ 91001

Additional Documentation

Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:
Consiruation Sheets

Maps
A USBS man (7.8 or 15 minute series) indicating the prooperty's location.

A cketch man teor historie districts and properties having iarge acreage C©F NUMETsUs 7esources.

Photographs
Rapresentativa black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional itzms)

Pioperty Cwner

Cormplete this itzm at tha request of the SHPO or FPG )
name _Cilty of Oceanside
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[

stregt & rumbei__ 300 North Hill Street phons_ €19+

ciiv oi town__COcearcside state_ CA_zip code 920504
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The americanication School is & single-story structure of Moderne architec~
ture, designed in 1230 and built in 1931. The thres classroows and nffice
cccupy an .rregular ccrner site approximately 2 third of an acre in size.
With entrance located at the vertex of the triangular lot, the floor plan

red to the peculiar geometry of the piace. From the main entrance at
£ the triangle the building facade procedes %tc¢ the north, rcom by
a series of graceful steps. Facing Center Sireet, the entrance tc
the neighb:rbcou, the Moderne building with its mature palm trees provides
ace ana an atmosphere of freshness and light for the area. The roofs
:11ding are flat and the walls are stucco, mimicking the rzsinforced
concrete that was typical of Gill's architectural designs. Though allowed to
detericrate in recent years, the buildinyg was never altered. The recent
resztoraticn was don2 with care, respecting the architectural inteQVity of the
gite. The original landscaping on Center Street has deteriorated to som
extent bvit is in the process ¢f being restored. The landscaping of the inn=zr
garden ;i wwoletely gone, and that area :is boing re-iandscaped under the
SUSEervVis a gualified landscape archiitect

The focnl point of the building is the froat entrance, a pair of French

K "acing the angle of the ccrner. Matcring French doors cn the opposite

the arched entryway lead directly to the garden-playground, which ic
cugh thz entrance. A recessed vanel on zither side of the front

i3 fromed by encaged piers. 4 rectangalar window in the south pana:

dee Lionht to the sn2il office inside.
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cnyg the northwest side are tirree Pda'“ ccms, receding from the corner .n
sries o. graceful steps that break what night c¢therwise have been a someo-
+ monctoncus fazcade. The originail plan envisioned two classroom wings,
encing along tne sides of the triangle, with each rnom opening onto the
erior gzrden and playgrcunca. For no very clear reason, only one wing--utha
ter 3treet side--was built. Powevb&, the desigrn is done so cleverlv that
uilding cdoes not appear to be incocapleta. In aﬂdl ion, with nc inter-
¢ waine to block the view fron DlVlSth Stre=t on the south side of the
rey, it ois pns*ib‘ to see the four pairs of French doors and clerestory
« that Torm the garder wall of each clascrooem.
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The origina la,ﬂ aring, shown i1, a phocograph of about 1536, included
palm trees in the grass verce faoing the streets, mock«orange bushes Spdbed
along the wa‘is of the buildinc, and yew trees at =ach side of the entranc

arch.
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The entrance porch, paved with red colored concrete, leads to a square
entrance room, surmounted by an octagonal drurm and topped hy a dome. Doors
on either side of this rcom lead to a storage closet and office on one side
and the separate bathrooms and showers for boys and girls on the other.

Because the school district lacked the money for a more expensive builiding,
the entires structure is built of wood-frame, covered in lath and plaster,
simulating the reinforced concrete that typified Gill's usual construction
methods. The classrooms are separated by parcition wa.ls, also of wood-frame
covered in lath and plaster. The roomws ars connected ky interior wood-panel
doors thrcugh these partition walls. The classrcoms have standard maple
flocring and wooden subflooring on doists over a crawl space.

Allcwed to deteriorate during tire 194Cs, the building was abandoned as a
schonl ivn 1551, Used for a time as a warehouse, it was firpally allowed %o
beccme derelict. An appraisal made in 1971 described the building as "an ola
frame and stucco structure, which provides no functional utility, and is
precently abandoned and boarded up." The appraisei recommeﬂded that the
preperty be sold for redevelopment. In fact, the Xmericanization Schcol was
sold to a privaete developer in 1972 an pherea’*ar slated for destruction.

Whar the own2rs reguested vermission te demolishh the building, the city

X th an initial plan to move the structure. Finally, in 1980, the
ior: School was purchased by the City of Oceanside for use as a

ris time the leaky »wof had allowed water intoe the building, ruining
‘le flocrs and the lath~ana—plastor walls. Vandals looted and
the doovs and intericr fittings. However, the basic struc-

k

ture was su“nd and the construction details were sufficiently well dccument-
ed to allow the building tc be restored very nearly to its criginal condi-
tion. The work cf restcration is nearly complete. It was all done in a
painstaking and profescional marner by a coalition of neighborhood residents,
civic organizations, iccal government officials and staff, worklﬁq under the
guidance of professional architects, designers, and builders, in close con-
sultation with the State Office of Historic Preservation. This was a commun-
ity rostoration proiect az it ought to ke done.
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The Americanization School is significant under Criteriocn C
in the area 2of architecture as an example of Irving J. Gill’s
mature work in California. The building is a smalil jewel in
Gill‘’s Southern California legacy, sc much of which has been
destroved through demclition and alteration. The Americanization
School is basically unaitered from its date of constructionr and
epitonizes Gillil‘’s interest in simplified geometiric forms. The
lesign is also reflective of the new trends in zlementary school
architecture in the 1%20s which used light, colcr, and natural
surroundings to ernhance the intellectual and “OClaL developnent of
the students. The Americanization School is also significant
uander Criterion A in the area of education, immigration and social
histeory in Oceanside for the association with the Americanization
movement, which encouraged all immigrant groups to abandon their
native languages, learm English, and adopt the social practices of
their new communities. Jhe Americanization S<hocl in Oceanside
was created to meet the needs of the targz population of
non-Englicsh spzaking grade schocl students, children of the
Mexican lavorers living or wintering in Oceauside.

The wall of Trench dsors in each classroom of the Americanization Scheol
Y

provides a cliear expression of Irving Gill's idea that light and natural
landscaping weres integral parts of good architectural design. Gill's plan
for the imerican zation Scheol iz also cleosely related to the emerging tnomes
of other architects of his zime. The Psachtree Schocl (1929) designed by
Lcuis De Soissons for the planned community of Welwyr Garden City {(England;
featured ciassrooms «ith Franch doors openiny onto an outdoor play area.” o
semewhat s.milar pian was adopteﬁ py Johannez Duiker for the Openiuchtsciami
Cclicstraat {19230) in Awmsterdam {Natherliands). Ucilizing Gill's favorite
puilding material, reintorced concrete, Deiksr constructed a multi-stery
bailding for the crowded urkan site. <Classrooms had large expanses of steal-
framad ¢glass o one side, facing multiple I'rench dcors that opened ontdo a
ground~flcor play area or arn upper-level terrace where childrsan could‘plan
and lecscr: ~ouia be given. Decigned in a vee shape, Dulker's Cpen AlrX

o - am TR O RS e . ——

Maurice De Solssons,
Healthv Living {Cambridge, En

wolwvn Garden City: A Tcwn Decsigned for
{ 1gland: Publicaticns for Compa-
nies, 1988, 42, ¥o.
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Schocl {Openluchtschool) was positioned diagonally across the lot, with the
classroom deoorsg facing south.™

The extent to which Gill's work is related te that of Duiker and De Sois-
scns is ztill unclear;' put it seems cbvious that Giil will have to be given
more credit than he has received in the past for his early work in modernist
scnool desion. Thomas Hines, for example, credits the Hessian Hills Scheol
(1931) of Howe and Lescaze at Croton-on-Hudson, New York, as "the most noted
early example of mcdernist school design in America." Even so, Hines insist-
ed that Richard Neutra deserved credit for what he called a more thorouch
development <«f "the indcor-outdoor relationship.” RNeutra's ideas for a Ring
Plan School appeared in his 1932 show at the Museum cof Modern Art, a show
that toured a number of American cities, including Los Angeies. Interested
educators retzined Neoutra to design an addition for the Corona Avenue Schocl
in Bell, a structure that was completed in 1934. The unique element in
Neutra's design seems to have been his use of "z siiding glass wail which,
when opened,; truly brought the outside in.¥

No dsoukt imzortant in zneir own right, Neutra's plans for the Corena Avenue
Schocl ray well owe something to Giil's wmuch eavlier Awericanization Zchool
and to thes Nevada Avenae Gchool which Gill al %o dezigned in 1231. Classroons
in both buildings featurad a long wall of French dcors cpening ornto a land-
scaped play 3?32. Wita zchool finances cur*allaﬂ by the financial rroglemc
0% *he Creat Depression, Gili’s Americanization Schonl and Nevada Street
Schoel had to ke Luis*ru ‘ted in stages, as funds became availiable. 2nd whils
it is not readilv apuarenc to the caszual viewer, tha scscond wing of the
Averizarizaticn School waz never built. Even so, Giil'ls 1922 Oceanside

xS e T S KRS G GRS R G e SEP CAD LR SN G A W

-
°

W. A. L. Buren et al., Het Nieuwe Bouwen: 2msterdam, 1929-
1960 (Amstersdan: Delft University Press & Stedelijk Musaum,
1983}, 32-32, 38.

The qguestion will dcocubtless be considered in Bruce Xamrer-
¥

1ing's forthcoming bicgraphy of Gill, which the Sar Diego
Historical 3cciety plans to publish as soon as funds are
available.

Thomas Hines, Richard Neutva ang the Search for Modern
Ar“hlté ture: A Biography and History (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1982), 163-64.
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school buildings are surely amcng the very earliest in America to use multi-
ple classrocm dosrs that "truly brought the cutside in." The same spirit was
reflected in Gill's use of kright colors for the classrooms and attractive
landscaping to creats a pleasant and lively learning snvironment.

The Amaricanizaticn School is one of the few crigiral Irving ©ill buildings
to retain i1ts architectural integrity. Giil designed numerous other build-
ings for Cceanside, inciuding a Civic Certer, a complex of municipal buildg-
ings for which Gill drew the plans in 1929, revising them in 1934. ortions
of hig plan were completed in 1930 (fire and pclice statloﬂs), and other
(city hall and 1ubrary3 were constructed in 1934. Hiz simple, durable
designs aynea¢vu tc commercial owners as well, and local builﬁerg beg%n te
folleow Gill's uncluttered design principles. Gill’s usther commissions in
Oczanside inclLded work on a newspaper office located close to the civic
center and complementing the designs he had established for thic complex of
al buildings.“ Some, sp°c1allsts maintain that #all of the ku 1ld1nwo
2n badly remodeled. n? In a certain sense this is true, but it is alsc
true to say that Gillfs civic center bujldings have bzen mellowed by time and
Nature, dust as he noped they would be. And, whethier conscicasly or

ﬂ

ginal Skatches fmv the Americanizeticn Zchool, sign
a emer 193G, can be seen 1in the
e ect 1on, University oi Califorrnia tanta
lans Tor the ini*tial k;nderq“ ten rcom and later
in the Nevada 3treet Scheccl are in +he San Diego
al Society, M3S 1004-13(AV(B) ().
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i11: Oceanside Buildings, {Oceansidz: Oceanside
Society, 1892}, unpaginated pamphlet.

David Zekhard and Robert dinter, I Guide to Architecture in
rn California (Los Angeles: Los Angeles County Museum

- -

of Art, 1365),; p. 127.

See iz statement 1in The Craftsean (May 191i6), guoted in
ther McCoy, Five California Architects (New Vork: Praeger
Pumllgnersf 1973}, p. 61,
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not, architects and builders in Oceanside since Gill's time have followed his
insistence on emphasizing "the straight line, the arch, the cube and the
circle~-the mightiest of lines."

The construction of the Americanization School in Oceanside is a result of
the city's unique response to an unusual array of economic and social prob-
lems. Prior to the First World War large-scale agriculture in California
relied to a great exten® on immigrant groups from Asia for cheap and easily
exploitable labor. This changed with the advent of war, as thousands of
Mexican field workers came to the state for seasonal jobs on farms and ranch-
es. Largely unemployed during the winter months, thesa workers migrated to
nearby cities to wait fcr the next year's round of work. During the twenties
fluctuating waves of migrant Mexican famillies became an annual feature in
most Califcrnia communities. Rura:l farm interests were generally pleased
with the oppeortunity tc hire good werkers at a low rate of pay, but urban
taxpayers began to resent the nec quity to provide schouls for Mexican chiid-

ren whose families moverd to the cities during the wintz2r months.”®

The sare war that increased the world-wide demand for agricultural preducts
and thereby attracted migrant workers from dexico also created a rerewed
insizctence in the United States zhat all imw.grant groups abandon their
native languages, learpn English, and ctherwise adopt the social practices of
thelr new comnun lfle;.“ Anong some portions of the population the anti-
foreign sentiment reached semi-hysterical propertions. Many American
extremicts segan tc vie& organized workers as Communists, lirnking them with
The radiczie resgponsinle for the revolution in Russia and the murder of the
Romanov Tawnlly. The Roering Twenties may have brought prosperity tc Ameri-

Quoted iv Esther MaCov, Roots of California Architecture
{Los Angeies, n.p., 1958).

eld: The Storv of

Carey Mcwilliams, Factories in the Fi
Boston: Little, Brown, &

Migratoryv Farm Labor n Californis
CG., 1933), 103-119, 1724-129.

'y

Cne of thz carl:est books on the subject is Frances A.
Keilert's tract entitled Siraight America: A Call to National
Sarvice (New York: Macmillan Co., 1516), esp. 186-187. See
also Edward G. Hartmann, "The Movement to Americanize the
Tmmigrant.” Ph.D. dlsuertatlou, Columbia University, New
York, 1948., 244-45, 250-55, 250-61.
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cans, bkut the decade alsc gaw a_resurgence of merbership in hate organiza-
tions such as the Ku Klux Xlan. There were nationwide movements to restrict
immigration, matched in Ca-lfornéa by efforts to deport migrant workers to
Mexico, whether citizens or not.

cheool districts responded to the shift in public opinion by launchin
“A mericanization" prograns, dy51gned tc create ¥a sturdy iovality to American
institutions and American ideals.®” In some school districts these new pro-
grams found expression in the singing of patrioctic songs, the daily pledge to
the flag, and a general emphasis cn the civic obligations of citizens. In
others the focus was on people who did not speak English. Very often such
students were segregated into special clasgses for English, American
history,and civics. A number of schocl districts found the Americanizetion
schocl to be a convenient plilace to secregate foreign students, who were sean
as airty, disruptive, and perhaps incapablie of learning &t the same rate as
cther children. In California and other parts of the uguthwest such studants
were cenerally the children of Mexican migrant werkers.

Many California school districts refusad to let migrankt children enrwil.
As cne rural princi pal put it, "Meyizin children will not be admitted to this
gschoni. The reason is public sentiment. The trustess will never gput those
children in here. This schoel iz a white schocli, in the language cf the
district."” When thz Lemon Crove Schos District in San Diego County faced =2
sudden increazge in migrant chilirer, the trustees set up an Anevicanizabtion

— . - - - - —————

1- John W. Caughey, Califcrnia (2nd ed.; Englewooc Cliffs, NJ:
Frencice-Hall, 1933), 4€c-84.

2. MoWiliiamg, Factorieg in the Field. 129.

3. Fliwood Criscowm. Jr., AJm;ig_glgg;;g;;mg_gchgg&nEggﬁar and
Epeaker f{iew York: Macmillan Co., 1929), preface.

4, Eerschel 7. Manuel, Spanistu-Speakiny Chiidren of the
fasP] «,h :

fonuthwest: Their Education and the Fuplic Weifare (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1965}, 134-38. McWilliams,

Factories in_the Field, 150.

FPactories in the Field, 150.
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school in a separate kuilding and refu

attend the regular school.l The facilities were deplorable. The parents
called it a caballeriza, a stakle, and refused to allow their chiidren to
attend. The centroversvy led to a lawsuit in which the parents ultimately
prevailed.“

sed tc permit migrant children to
it

The procedure adopted in Oceanside stands in stark contrast to that of
Lemon Grove. In the fall of 1930, registration at Oceanside Grammar School
soared by 25% to an astonishing 559 students. The two second-grade classes
numbered nearly forty students apiece, and it was necessary to provide an
additional «lassroom for that grade. Fourth- and fifth-grade classes
nunbered almost fifty students apiece. Nearly half cf the new students, 4&
children, ¢id not speak English and were therefcre enrs %ed in the Ame‘lca“‘w
zation class, which also needed an additiconal classroon.

To cope with the amergency, ths trustees decided tc create a separa
Americanizaticn schocl As a temp zasure they rented the former tele~
phone building on Tremont, near Se eet, and had it painted and refur-
hished for cliassroom yse. The Ameri classes moved to this locatic:
on 16 September 1830. 3pecial Amc?-banL i classes for Spanish- sgea&ab»

adults were also oragan.zed as part of ths t ccurses cffered a%t Oceanside
dighk 3chool, and ths teacher kegan 'circul g among the Epanlah speaking
raople, anrolling the students who wish to dy fEngiish."
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-lricune (Occanside), 8 September 1%30, . 1; 10 Sep-
930, »p. 1. By vear's end average daily attendance
#de school reached 59%0 students, with a high of 630
Jdment in February 1933 of 316. & 1eur eariier

W :ag@ stlv a*t@nuqnce was 42%. Blade~-Tripbun
Ocesansidal, 18 February 1922, p. 1.

Nceansige 3choel Roard, Trustees Minutes, 15 September 1630,
p. 364. Blade-Tribune (Ocezarside), 13 Sepntemper 1930, pb. 1:
16 Septenxu\—“ 1930, p- 1»

Blade~-Tribune (Cceanside), 17 Septemhzr 1320, p. 1.
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After a few weeks of planning, the principal and the trustees decided that
it would be possible to build additional classrooms on a scale that would rot
require a new bond issue. By the first of Octcber the trustees had selected
a sitz and approvead its purchasea2 How the architect was chosen is not
ciear. Because of his earlier work on the civic center and other buildings
in Ocearnside, Irving Gill was well Xnown to the trustees. In addition, he
had a special interest in designing structures especially for Mexican
laborars and cther poor pecple.” Whatever the reason, Gill was asked to
designt the new building for the Americanization School.

Gill presented his sketches to the trustees of the QOceanside School Dis-
trict cn 5 December 1930, and he was told to preceed immediately with thne
preparation of plans and specifications No douvt influenced by Gill's own
ideas, the bcacd resolution called for "a partially open roocf in the shower
rooms, " as well as "specially d2tailed window frames, rocf and ceiling con-
structions."® The very next day Gill drove to La Jolla with the school prin-
cipal and cne 3f the board members, to inspect other schcools_and buildings
that might have features useful for the Oceansids structure.” No doubt these
incliuded tne Women's Cluk, structures atl the Community House, and Gillman

—— - . 3 - A ————_ " - -

1. Planning ka2can early in September eord ~entinued inte the
folliowing yeer. See the Biade-Tribune (Oceanside), 13
Ceptemper 13306, 1. 1; 18 Fzbruary 1i=221, &. 1.

2. Caosanside School Board, Trustee Minuves, 1 Octoker 1930, p.
366G.
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Hall at the Bishop's 3School, sll of them designed by Gi11.1 A week later
Gill had the plans ready for re eview.® The pians received immediate approva
and the trustees issued a call for construction bids on the first cof six
classrcom units. Bids were opened on 7 January 1331, w%th the contract gcing
to low bidder Omer Nelsecn, a local building contractor. Nelson's original
bid was $4,2%4. When the structure was occupled or 17 March 1931, the total
cost was said to be "approximately $4,440,"% only $150 over the original bid.

Scarcely pausing for breath, the trustees ordered plans and specificaticis
for two meore classrooms at the Americanizaticon oCuOO% plus a kindergarten to
be built at a ﬂmwly purchased =ite on Newvada Street. Perhaps because of
pressure tc stay within the contract limits, Nelson declined to bid on the
adﬁit'nnal two rooms, so the contract went te the nevw low bidder, C. G.

Riske, whose January bid had been the hlg iest of all. Gill, of course, was
the architect for this addition, as well as the kindergarten, and & new

cafeteria snd a girls' rest room at the Oceanside CGranmar School. The
Esther Maloy included a list c¢f his majcr comanissions in her
biograplhiical sketch to accompany the onhipit, ;rtinq Gill,
38701537 {Los Angeles: Los Angeles Zcunty Museun 1 cellab-
oration with the Art Center in La Jollia, 1953).
Blade-Trikune (Oceanside), 15 Decenmber 1933, p. 1.
Ceear=ids 3cheol Board, Trustee Minute:. 7 Januarv 1921, p.
406. Pplade-Trikbune (Cceanside;, 7 Januersy 1931, p. 1i: 8
January 1931, pb. 1.
Blade-Tripune {Cceanside), 7 March 1933, ». 1.
Oceanside Schooel Beard, Trustee Minutes, 3 April 1931, p.
426; 1 May 1931, w. 448; 28 May 1931, p. 431. 2Blzdes-Tribune

\

(Oceanside), 15 May 1931, p. 1.

<
P

Blade-Trikung (Oc
p. L. ”eahuﬁda

eancside), 15 May 1931, p. 1; 30 ¥May 1931,
Scheol Board, Trustes Minutes, 8 Jaly 1931,
p. 458; ii July ]931, p. 459. An interestind remariX in the
Trustee Minutesz {or 5 June 1931 says, "It was noved and
qeconded that the Board offer Mr. Giil $1¢9.0C for the

cormpletion of the plans and specificationg for the kinder-
garten building to be erected on the new Xindeirgartzn lot."
(P. 432.)

de
1
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result of Rieke's low bid can be seen in the inferior guality of materials
used for the second two classrooms. ™

espite the unhappy experiences elsewhere the Oceanside Americanization
Schoul was a delightful place. A room off the entrance area was designed for
use as an administration and teachers' room; two large windows provided cross
ventilaticn on the west and the south. Separate boys' and girls' rest rooms
opened off the opposite side of the entrance hall, equipped with the usual
plumbing fixtures, plus showers with hot and cold water; natural light en-
tered through the special roof paneis gpecified in the board resolution. The
large expanse of French doors and clerestory windows providsd a warm natural
light in the classrcoms, which were decorated in pleasant shades of green, a
new trend toward bright colors in cliassrooms. The exterior stucco was paint-
ed white, and the trim was done %n Geep greenish colors described in the
news account as "bronze shades."-

The students loved the school. Ref Magaha, a former student, said, "it was
a fun place ana the kids learned fast.?” Keminded that such schools are
considered todav as instruments of segrecation, Morgana and his friend Eill
Orvballe said that youngsters did not think such things in those days. They
simply enjoyed the place

Chang¢nc trends in education, plus a decline in the need for special lan-
guage instructicn, led tc the deterioration of the buiiding during the for-
ties and the discontinuance of the Americanization 3chool in 1943. Used
until 1951 as an ann2x to the nearby clemeubarl schcol, the kuilding becane ¢
warehouse for school materialis and “he ad entively. An appralser
for the schoel district said in 1971 ‘?a* Lne stxncture itself had no vaiue
thouch the land might ke =0ld for the construction of medium priced rental

Staff report, Oceanside Historic Preservation Advisory
Commission, kmericanization UVhocl Community Centesr, 2 June
1992, p. 4, Americanization School file, Cceanside Planning

Department.

Elade-Tribunes (Oceanside), 17 March 1931, p. 1. For no
clear reason, the newspaper article wac ccenfused about
cclors. The interior was described as bklue, though paint
scrapings zhowed clearly that the original paint was green.

San Diego Tribuwne, 3 March 1993, p. B-1C.
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[

apartments.? A vear later the property was sold to a private investor.
After several unsuccessful att empts tc resell the prcperty, the private owner
asked the_Planning Department in 1988 for permissior tc demolish the Gill
building.

Almcst from the time the property was cold in 1271 local preservationists
had tried to raise money for its purchase and restoration. The new planning
request resulted in a flurry of additional activity for preservation of the
Gill building. With promise of restcraticn assistance in the form of a
Community Development Block Grant, a new bidder begyan negotiations to buy the
property, determined to restore the building and to operate it as a child-
ren‘s museum. Tnis effort also fallzd, and when a charitakle ocrganizaticn
sugyested that thes Americanization School would make a fine homeless shelter,
local interest was again revived.® One crganization of loccal citizens ob-
jected that the homeless shelte~ would have an advsrse effect on the neigh-
borhocd. The Cceanside Historical Society began a guiet bul relentless

- ar aae s Gy A o v i e = —

Letter frem Rebert M. Dodd t
1271. BAmericanization Schco
DepartmenL.

ire”d Lafleur, 2
ile, Cceanside 7

r“ (s}
ey
t, -4

Letter frcm tella Penningteon te Rita Raker, 21 Septempey
1988, americanization 3cheooil file, Jcesnside Plarning
Cepartment:.

James F. Knowlton tc Cynthia Howse, 1 November 192, with
attached llational Register nomlna*lu“ form, Americanization
Schocl file, Oceans:ide Planning Department. San Tiego
Unign, 26 November 1988; Cceanside Bresze, 14 June 1989,
news cilppings, Amrericanization School file, Oceanside
Planning [‘epartment.

Prother Benno's Kitchen anrounced plans for a homelegs
shelter and "day center.? QOceansid= Breeze, 14 June 1939;
Blade Tribune [Oceanside}, 12 June 198%; news clippings,
Mmericanization Schocl file, Oceanside Planning Department.

See the letter from the chairman of the Community Develop-
ment Advisory Ccmmittee, to the chairman and members of the
Community Develcpmant Commission, 8 August 1983, Americani-
zation School file, Oceanside Planning Department.
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campaign to have the City of Oceanside purchase the site and restore it. 1
Using Community Development Block Grant funds, the city ourchased the build-
ing and lct in 1990,¢ and entered into a "programmatic agjreement® with the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the California State Historic
Preservation Officer to conduct the rehabilitation in accerdance with the
prescribed standards.” Neighborhcod residents organized site cleanups and
campaignad to find seed money and to interest voluntszers in working on the
restoration project.” The National Trust for Kistoric Freservation provided
funds for plan preparationS and Wayne Donaldson of San Diego was selected as
architect for the project.

Althougn Donaldscen found the building badly deteriorated, no significant
alterations had been made, and the structure was still sound enough to be
corpletely restored. Since the qualityv of materials was better in the first
classgroom than in the second two, it was possible to save the coriginal wind-
ows and deors cf the first classrcom by repairing a2rd stabhilizing the origi-
ral nuntins or replacing individuzl piezes in Xind. These fixtures were used
as mcdals fcr the construction of replacemernts doors and windows in the
secend and third classvoons. Similar vrocedures were usasd fer roof joists
and girders, some of which were mariied for restertion, wrile cthers were
raplaced in Xind. CSome ltems are different Electrical connections are atll

San _Diego Union, 20 Octoher 158%. vob. B-1, B-i4.

San Diego Union, 2% March 1990, p. B=2.

Impeortant ameng many documents are the letter frow Kathiyhn

Gualtieri to Tim Cox, 5 September 193%0; nemo from Rita Baker

tn Debra Corbett, 13 September 1290; Americanizzation Echool
CR’

fiie, Cceanside Plarning Department.

Rita Baker, personal comprunication, 13 August 1293.

See the staff report to the Oceanzide Historic Praservation
Advisory Commission on the Americanization #Scheol Commu ity
Center. 2 June 1992, p. 2, Anmericanizatiorn. Schozl file,
Cceanside Planning Department. Sez also Dirk Sutro,
“0ceanside’s Treasure-Trove of ¢ill Ruildings," Los Angeles
Times, 22 Cctober 1992, p. &-G6.
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underground, and the landsca%ing will be of a design suitakle for a community
center rather than a school.

Cabinets, hardware, and plumbing fixtures were alsc salvaged and restored
to their original condition for reinstallation. Because water had ccllected
fo:r years in the crawl space beneath the classrooms, it was not pessible to
save the original flocring and sub flooring. However, the Wisconsin firm
that originally manufactured the maple flooring, provided material of_the
same =tyle, dimensions, and qualiity for use in the restored building.

Since the building will be used as a neighborhood community center, the
rvestoration project has attracteg a2 surprising amount of voliuntary suppert,
donated materials, and services. The Fieldstone Company
prcvideda a construction superintendent. Dike Partnership of San Biego
decignad the courtyard landscaping. Wayne Donaldson provided restoration
drawines and carefulily monitored tue work of construction craftsnmen.

The work is now very nearly compieted, firel Inctailations awziting the
gsaiection of a cupervising community organization.

gtaff keport, Cceanside Histovic Preservation Advrisor

Commission, Americanization School Community Cerniter, June

1392, p. 4, Americanization School fils, Cceansias Planning
Y Ll

Dmpa CoMETIC .

b4
-
¥A

Interview with Rita Baker, 22 July 1663,
Interview with Richard M. Barker, 21 July 1993.

Sutro, Times, 22 October 19382, p. E=6. Staff Repovt,
Oceanside Planning Commission, Americanization Schcol
Community Center, p. 3, Americanization School File,
Oczanside Planning Commission.




NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 1024-G018

Ray, 3-88i

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM - CONTINUATION SHEET

baction_ 5
_Americanization School
name of property
_San Diego, California
county and stato

S. Bibliography

MAWISCRIPTS

City of Cceanside

Pianning Department, Americanization School files.
Building Department, Building Permits, 1935-1938.
City Clerk, Property Register.

Oceanside School Board

Trustee Minutes, 1930-1931.

San Diego Historical Scciety

frving J. Gill Collaction, MSS 1009-10(A) (B)(C).
University of California Santa Barbara

Trving J. Gill Collection
NIWSPAPERS

Blade-~Tribune (Oceanside), 1930, 1931.

Len Angelez Times, 1992,

San Dileqgo Union, 1931, 1990.

ECOKS, DISEERTATIONS, AND ARTICLES

Aivarez, Robert R. Jr. "The Lemon Grove Incident: The Nation's First Success-

ful Desegregation Court Case," Journal of San Dieqo History.

32:116~35.

(Spring 19%6)

Buren, W. A. L. Het Niewe Bouwen: Amsterdam, 1920-19690. Amcsterdam: Delft

University Press & Stedelijk Museum, 1983.



MPS “orm 10-800-8 OMB Ne. 1624 €018

{Rev. 8-88)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa' Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REG!ISTRATION FORM - CONTINUATION SHEET

SG‘CﬂOﬂ__Q____ Page_ 2
_Americanization School
neme of property
_San Diego, California

county and state

Caughey, John W. ¢California. Seccnd editicon; Englewood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice-Hall, 1953.

Ferris, Hdelen Mc®ifresh, ®Irving John Gill: San Diego Architect, 1870-1935,"
Journal of Sar Diego History (Fail 1971}, 17:1-19.

Gebhard, David, and Robert Winter. A Guide to Architecture in Scuth=rn
California. Los Angeles: Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 196€5.

Hartmann, Edward G. "The Movement to Americanize the Immigrant,® Ph.D.
dissertation, Columbia University, New York, 1948,

Hineg, Thomas. Richard Neutra and the Search for Mcdern Architecture: A
Biograchy and History. Naw York: Oxfora University Press, 1982.

Cceanside Buildings. Oceegnside: Oceanside Ristorical

Irv = Gi

I8
<

= fpet

\O i~
\D lee

164

Szziy 32

Kammerling, Bruce, "Hebard & Gill, Architects," Journal of San Diego ilistai
(Spring=Sumner 199C), 36:106-2¢.

“Irving Gill: The Artist as Architect, ¥ Journzl of San
Diego History (Spring 1979), 25:151~-50.

Kelloy, Frances A, Straight America: A Call tc National Service. New Yori:
Macmi;lmn Cao., 1916.

S

McCey . Eocher, Five California Architeccs. New YorX: Praeger Puablishevrs,
z

_ . Irving Gill. 1870-193€6. Los Angeles: Los Angales County
Wuseuw in <ollaboration with the Art Center of ia Jeclla, 1958.

. RBoots of California Contenporary Architecture. Los Angeles,

MeWilliams, Care actories_in_the Field: The Story of Migratory Farm Laker

e e e T 2. e e e T e S T L

;gwggli ornia. Boston. Little, Brown, & Co., 1939.

@a vael, herschel T. Spanish-Speakindg Children of the Southwest: Their tducs-—

Ly

tion and the Public Welfare. Austin: University of Texas Fress, 1985.




NFS Form 10-800-a DM No. 10240018

Rev. 8-8B6)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM - CONTINUATION SHEET

Section__1¢ Page_ 1

_Americanization School
name of proparty
_San Diego, California
county and state

19. Verba! Boundary Description & Justification
Boundary Description

Lot Number 22, School Center Addition, City of Oceanside, Map No. 1874,
Division Street and Center Avenue. Quad Map Number 0261, Parcel Numker 159-
141-17.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated
with tho Cceanside Americanization School.
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Americanizatioi School

San Diego Ccunty, California
Nicholas M. Magalousis

1% July 1933

Oceanside Flanning Department
Camera facing northeast
Photograph 1

'mericanization School

San Diego Ceocuntv, California
Nicholas M. Magalousis

15 July 1993

Oceanszide Planning Department
Camera facing southwest
Photodgraph 2z

Anaricanizziicn Scho
San Diego Tounty, C
Nicholas M. Maga
15 Julv 1992
Cceanside 2lan:
Camera facing ¥
Phistograph 3

©
w3
et

Americanization School
San Jiegc County, California
Nichelas M. Majalousis

-~

i% July 131S933
Oceanside Planning Department
Camera facing nsrth, inside courtyard

Photegraph 4

Americanization School

San Diego County, California

Nicnolas M. Magalousis

1% July 1893

Nceanside Planiiing Department
Camera facing north, at curb

Photograph &
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Americanization School

San Diegc County, California
Nicholas M. Magalousi

18 July 1993

Oceanside Planning Department
Camera facing north, across street
Photograph &

Arericanization School

San Diego County, California

Irving GIli

4 December 1320

Irving Gill Collection, UC Santa Barbara
Southwest Elevation

Architect's sketch 7

Americanization Scheol

Sarn Diego County, California

Irving Giil

3 December 1230

Irving Ci1ll Ccllection, UC Santa Barbara
North, south, easgt, and west elevations
Architect's sketsh 8
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