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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, the Gamlin Cabin in Fresno County,
California, reference number 77000123, was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the
National Register on 03/08/1977, as evidenced by FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 6, 1979,
Part Il, Vol. 44, No. 26, page 7429. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gamlin Cabin is a one-room log cabin built in 1872 and located
approximately 200 feet northwest of the General Grant Tree in Kings Canyon
National Park. The single rocm measures 2Li feet by 18 feet. The very
distinctive walls are made of hand-hewn sguared timbers; each log averages
about 7 inches thick and 1 foot, 3 inches high. The walls are without
chinking as they were designed to fit togsther closely at the time of
construction. The logs are held together by corner notches and rest
directly on the ground. Two doors open through the front of the cabin
while windows pass through each side, The rear well has a masonry fire-
place built into it. The cabin is roofed with extremely large shakes
resting on a frame of poles. The cabin has & dirt flcor and no interior
finishing.

The building has been moved twice and restored after the second move. This
restoration in 1933-1934 was done with the cooperation .of Thomas Gamlin,
brother of the cabin's builder, Israel Gamlin. Thomas Gemlin helped locate
the exact original location of the cabin so that it could be reburilt there,
Both the current roof and the fireplace date from this 1933-193%4 work.
Their historicel sccuracy is problematical as no photographs showing

the coriginal configuration of the structure have yet beenlocated. Every
sttempt was mede in 1933-1934 to return the cabin to its orkinal state.

The setting of the cabin has changed considerably since the 1870's. The
most obvious change is the removel of the corrals which probably surrounded
the original cabin. Today the areaz is developed for tourist use with asphalt
nature trails and interpretive displays. Despite these changes, the cabin
retains a nigh degree of integrity.
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: PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

z __PREHISTORIC  —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
‘c __1400-1499 . ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC KXCONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE

4 __1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS ' —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE

'% __1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
K __1700-1799 —_ART __ENGINEERING —_MuUsiC _ __THEATER

b X1800-1899 __ COMMERCE XexXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

*,900. __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIEW!

. __INVENTION

E SPECIFIC DATES 1875 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  Tgrgel Gamlin

V: STATEMENT OF SIGN)F!CANCE ) ) )

é As the first building erected within the Grant Grove of the Giant Sequoias, the

Gamlin Cabin is of local significance in the fields of exploration/settlement.

In its function as storage building for the cavelry troops which guarded General
Grant National Park from 1891 through 1901 and as residence for the first
civilian park ranger in Genersl Grant National Park during the years 1902-1015+,
the cabin is of local significance in the field of conservation. The distinctive,
hand-hewn logs which make up the walls of the cabin also make it of locel
architectural significance as an example of a rare type of pioneer construction.
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The Gamlin Cabin was erected in 1872 by Israel Gamlin, & New Englander who had

" tsken a squatter's claim on the Grant Grove of the Big Trees. {Israel's brother,
Thomas, may have assisted in the construction of the cabin, but later generations
of Gamlins have given conflicting testimony on this mstter.) Israel Camlin
brought stock into the forest and developed a primitive road to the grove over
which he apparently removed posts and shakes cut from fallen giant sequoiss. He
also provided hospitality and supplies to visitors who braved the mountain

3 roads and trails hoping to see the Big Trees.

Severel years after Gemliin had established his claim, Grant Grove was surveyed
by the Genereal Land Office of the Federal government. The field surveyor ncted
the exceptional scenic value of the grove and reommended that it be preserved

as a public park. On his ownihitiative the surveyor struck an agreement with
Gamlin in which Gamiin relinguished el claims to the Grant Grove in return

for timber lands elsewhere. Gamlin kept his part of the bargain and abandoned his
cabin, The government never supplied Gamlin with other lands, nowever, and
Gamlin eventuslly traveled to Idaho in search of unclaimed timberlands.

M
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i The movement to make Grant Grove a public park languished until 1890 when
General Grant Hational Park was estazblished. The following summer, U,S.

Army troops were sent to the new reservaiion to pretect the Big Trees. The
cavalry troops soon apprepriated the abandoned Gamiin Caebin for use as a feed
4 storage shed. In 1892 soldiers dismantled the cabin and moved it, one log at
: a time, to a new site about 2/3 mile southeast of its originsl location near
the General Grant Tree. The soldiers used the cabin for grain storage until
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Files of Sequoia and Kings Canyon Kational Parks, Three Rivers, California
1. "History - Dedications, 101-01-3 Gemlin Cabin"

2. "History - History - Kings Canyon 101-12"

3. Gamlin Cebin Folder in history section
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(A1l files located in Perk Naturalist's Office)

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 5

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY
UTM REFERENCES

: z 4 )
ALY B0 (296§ 30] Y I A T RN B OO A TR
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

CL_L_II Lot e b g DL_LJ | S S N A A A

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point six hundred sixty-five (655) feet north, 22 degrees west of
survey control station ten as shown on General Grant National Park Topographic
Drawing Ho. NP-GG-5311, proceed north 25 degrees west one hundred (100) feet;
thence north 65 degrees east one hundred (100) feet; thence south 25 degrees
east one hundred (100) feet; thence south 65 deprees west one hundred (lOD)

feet to point of beginning.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' CODE COUNTY I ‘ CODE

STATE . CODE : COUNTY . CODE

WIFORM PREPARED BY

" NAME / TITLE : (Revision of form submitted by F. Ross Hollan2, Jr.
William C. Tweed, Historian January 1k, 1972)

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kaeticnal Park Serv1ce Western Regional Office March Q, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

450 Golden Gate Avernue, Box 36063 415 556-L165
CITY OR TOWN . STATE

San Francisco, . Californis

‘CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RE(.OMVFENDATION

YES. NO__ NON ¥4 e
TG e et /\ LA

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property 10 the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been aflowed 80 days in which to present the nomination 10 the State Review Board and to

evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is National State Local.
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE
TITLE . A ~ DATE
FOR NPS USE ONLY )
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
DATE

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION
ATTEST: DATE

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER
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'g they were replaced in 1902 by L. L. Davis, the first civilian park ranger of
" General Grant National Park. Davis cleaned out the old cabin and it became

1 his residence. The cabin served as the General Grant Nationel Park ranger cabin
3 until after 1915.

: When the cabin was finally revlaced by a more medern ranger stetion, it reverted
E: to its older role as storage building. A falling tree during the winter of 1931-
. 1932 landed on & corner of the structure and destroyed the roof. The age of

e the building msde its repair difficult, so plars were made to dismantle it,

E Several residents of nearby communities objected to the destruction of the old

3 cabin, however, so Genersl Grant Naticnal Park Superintendent Jdohn R. White sagreed
=) to have the cabin moved back te its original site near the General Grant Tree

and restored. The cabin was dismantled end moved home in the fall of 1932 with
the help of voluntesr labor. Volunteers returned again in 1933 te add a new
roof and restore the fireplace. Since 1933 the Gamlin Cabin has stood near

the base of the Genersl Grant Tree as a reminder of the early history of
the district.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

"IDATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

| TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP
S NAME |

HISTORIC Gemlin Cabin

AND/OR COMMON . .
Gamlin Cabin

(28 LOCATION

CITY. TOWN ' —____VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Not applicable (Kings Canyon NP) Grant Grove Fresno A
< M AP REFERENCE
SOURCE
U. S. Geological Survey
SCALE ' DATE

1:62500 1956 Limited revision 1997

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES
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