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Town  Sout hbridge
Address Main Street at Marcy Street

Historic Nane Notre Dane Catholic Church

We: Present Catholic church

Original Catholic church
CESCR PTI AN
Date 1912
Source parish history

Style French Renai ssance influences

Architect Joseph Venne of Montreal, PQ

Exterior Vél| Fabric

Outbuildings rectory, fON7ff.feAli./ e
VvdJrr.y, CAy. I"INT)

Major Alterations {with dates)

narbl e

interior renovations after Vval

Condition Excellent
Moal k- Dae la
Acreage fe) m”Nin

-Setting on main thoroug-"i;fare, on rise

overlooking central business district

Recorded by E Wodford, S Ceccacci
ed. S Ceccacci
Sout hbridge Historical CQm

m ssi 01

Or gani zation

Date My 3 986



NITOW. REG STER (R TER A STATBEMVENT. (i f appl i cabl e)

The Notre Dame Church i ssigniFic.ant for i tsassociation withthe
expansion and devel opment of Southbridge's French Canadian community

late i nt he century, andfor it sunusual French Renaissance
design. I t mets National Register criteria A andC atthelocal

level andretains integrity of setting, location, materials,

wor kmanship, design, feeling, andassociation. The boundaries ;

. indicated onthe attached assessors map ar ethose of current ,

owner ship. K 'm

IEJILFPL Oﬂth Dascrlbe inportant architectural features axd evaluate in terns of
other bur'ldi ngs WG\LIH conmon PO

Set onarise.overlooking the central business district, Notre Dane i s one of the town's nost
prom nent andinposing architectural features. Distinguished by the proportions of cathedral
and massive volume i tis aworthy monunent t othe |arge Franco-Anmerican popul ation of

Sout hbridge. |tsround arched French Renaissance style i s said to have been deliberately chose
as a symbol for the cultural heritage of i ts parishioners. A pleasingexterior surface tex-
ture andthe useof high quality materials are notable characteristics of the building.
Sheathed i n rock-faced white marble from Lee, Massachusetts, the building is trimed with blue
and yellowterracotta tiles inscribed with the letters "ND'. Theroof is of red terracotta.
Bronze doors with scenes depicting the Fifteen Mysteries of the Rosary accent the main entrance
Cast by Gorham of Providence, the doors'were designed by Bernard P. Johnson andAristide B

Cianfaraniti. Qn the interior, nurals were done by Goni ppu Raggi of Rone, x*A-1M ' scul ptured
decorations by Hugh Cairns of Boston', stucco scul ptures, columms-and pilasters by M.
Francini of Fone, stained glass by VonGreichten of Colunmbus, Chio, Thearchitect was

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played in local or*tateTistor™'and h”'the

*building relates to the derdgomet of the community.

J Immigration of French Canadians t oSouthbridge acconpanied the town's industrial growth inthe
1840's. The town's first Catholic church, nmade up of both French Canadian andIrish parishion-
ers, was built in 1853 onHam Iton Street (form #A-113). |1 n1869 a separate French Canadian
parish, Notre Dane, was formed. Theoriginal Notre Dane church was built about 1870o0n |and
donated by the Ham Iton Wol en GConpany, around the corner fromthe earlier church, on Pine
Street. The approximate |ocation was the site of the present convent next to Notre Dame
School (Acadenie Brochu).

By the time of the establishment of a separate French Canadi an parish, onequarter of the
total popul ationof Southbridge was of French Canadian origin. By 1908the French popul ation,
increasing with the continued growth andprosperity of the American Optical Conpany, had
grown so large as t ocause the creation of a second French Canadian parish. Sacred Heart “M/r6‘v
(form //A229), on Charlton Street. Although foreign immgrationto Southbridge slowed after
the 1920's, French Canadi ans even today nmake up the town's |argest inmmgrant group. Today,
the Franco-American comunity i s the largest ethnic coranunity i n Southbridge.

The present church i s the second church building of Notre Dane parish. [|tsconstructionwas
the culmnation of the efforts of twopastors, Msgr. CGeorge Elzear Brochu andhis successor,
Msgr. Louis-Onesime Triganne. Both priests were dedicated to building a great nmonunent t othe
Catholic faith andcultural heritage of the Franco-Anmerican community i n Southbridge. Msgr.
Brochu bought the land fromWI/lliam Marcy i n 1895 At that time, Marcy was living onthe site

(See Continuation Sheet)
B B @Y and or  REFEHRENES

maps, atlases
Brown, Robert E The New New Engl anders. Worcester: Conmonweal th Press, 1980, pp. 36-37
LePain, Albert N "Notre Dane Church: Southbridge, Massachusetts: A Marvel

of Renaissance Art", unpublished paper, 1979.
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JINVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: v <A Form N,
MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMNSSON Sout hbri dge A 121
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Notre Dane Catholic Chi rch--
Main at Marcy Street

I ndi cate each item on inventory formvAiidi is being continued bel ow
ARCH TECTURAL S| GNI FI CANCE (cont ' d)

Joseph Venne of Montreal and the contractor, H. TJ. Bail of Southbridge. An attached
rectoryof the sane nonunmental styleas the churchwas built in 1927, F. X Laliberte
of Sout hbri dge was the contractoryjj” -(j"n COnSrvcfren  offtkz /"c6ofy'.

A separate parish hall, Salle Notre Dame, was added in<pA f3*to t heeast of the church.
Al'though its modern style does not clashwith that of thechurch, thehall i splaced
close tothestreet i n a position which dimnishes theoriginal emnence.of the church
when seen from t heeast.

H STCR CAL SI GN FI CANCE (cont'd)

inhis famly's original homestead®which had been huilt by Mdses Marcy about 1739. Wen

he signed t hepurchase agreenent, Brochu overlooked thestipulation that thechurch could

not be constructed until after Marcy's death. Vhile waiting for Marcy todepart from life
Brochu did not sitidle. H actively continued toraise funds fromhis working class
parishioners who did not have much t ogive. Marcy outlived Brochu who died i n1904. Brochu's
successor Msgr. Triganne took up thefund raising effort, donating nuch of his personal
estate tothebuilding fund. When Marcy died i n1908 Triganne immediately began plans f or
the new church. The bishop rejected thefirst two proposed plans as being toocostly.
Triganne was neverthel ess determned that thechurch be nothing |ess than nmonunental. He
discovered an inexpensive | ot of marble available inLee. This marble i sreported t ohave
been ordered fromquarries i nLee by theUnited States government i nanticipation of theneed
for tombstones for those killed i nthe Spanish American War. Since thewar was a short one,
the government was stuck with a large surplus and t heFrench Canadi an parish of Southbridge
benefitted fromit. Built at a total cost of over $250,000, the marble sheathed Church of
Notre Dane was truly the monument that Brochu and Triganne had hoped for. Furthernmore, as
the result of theceaseless efforts of these twomen, thechurch was entirely paid for and
free of debt when it was dedicated on July 2, 1916. When Msgr. Triganne died i n 1931, he
left thenoney for thebronze doors which now adorn thebuilding. The church was consecrated
on October 11, 1950.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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