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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Union Trust Conpany i slocated i ntheconmercial center of Springfield and i s sur-
rounded by, structures fromthelate 19th and early 20th centuries. To thenorth,
across Townsley Avenue, i stheRepublican Block (NRnom nation) and across Main Street,
to thesoutheast, i stheCourt Square Historic District (NR). The Mttoon-Quadrangle
Historic District i stwoblocks east.

The Union Trust Conpany was built i n1907-08 and designed by t henationally prom nent
Boston architectural firm of Peabody and Stearns. The Beaux Arts style structurei s

two stories highwith a nezzanine level. The facade and a small portion of the Townsley
Avenue elevation arefaced with limestone on a | owbase of Tennessee marble. The

remai nder of t heTownsley Avenue elevation and t herear elevation areconstructed of
yellow brick and relieved by |imestone detail.

The major conponent of t hedesign and principal feature of thefacade i sthetriumphal
arch motif. This slightly recessed arch i sframed by rusticated piers set on asix
foot high water table. Loop windows pierce thepiers at thefirst and second floors.
The arch spandrels areornamented by a high relief figure of a recumbent wonan
attended by a putto. These panels were scul pted by John Evans of Boston. The soffit
of thearch i scoffered. Recessed seven feet within thearch i sa glazed screen

with center entry. The projecting cornice of t henonumental scaled entry i ssupported
by consoles and surmounted by a cartouche flanked by baskets.

The roofline i sdistinguished by a full Corinthian entablature. The frieze i sorna-

mented with rinceaux and putti on t heends. "Union Trust Conpany” isinscribedin
the center. Above theentablature i sa parapet wall with projecting panels and
balustrades. I nthecenter i sa round arched panel topped by an acorn finial. The

panel i sornamented by a cartouche framed by swags.

The corner of thefacade and Townsl ey Avenue elevation i s bevelled and panelled.

The Townsley Avenue elevation i ssix bays deep and has full round arched fenestration
on thefirst floor with paired jack arched lintel fenestration on thesecond floor.
There i sa projecting Iimestone course at theinmpost of thearch of thefirst floor
fenestration. The rear elevation i sthree bays wide. The end bays have brick
courses arranged i nrustication with single jack arched lintel fenestration on the
first and second floors. The central bay has a large scale full round arched w ndow
and paired jack lintel windows on thesecond floor. The 6 highwater table of the
facade i sreflected on therear i nthecontinuous |imestonesill. The only change
in theexterior i sthereplacement of theoriginal doors and wi ndows of the first
floor. The openings have been bl ocked down for t henew al um num sash fixtures.
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The Uni on

banking history i nSpringfield,

Peabody and Stearns was a nationally
stretches across theentire range of architectural

Trust

BU LCER ARH TECT  Peabody and St eans

Gonpany i ssignificant foritsarchitecture,
and i nthedevel opnent of thecity center.

recogni zed architectural
use and expression.

associations with

firmwhose work

Their only

known work i nthe Connecticut Valley aretwobuildings at Smith College (1875 and
1890); the Union Trust Conpany (1907-08); theSpringfield Fire and Marine
Insurance Gonpany (1904); and a church (1878).

Conpany relates to the

Architecturally, the Beaux Arts design of theUnion Trust

Muni nci pal Goup (Courthouse Square Historic District NR andwould have conpl e-
mented a projected early 20th century Burnhamesque "City Beautiful" proposal

for thearea and riverfront.

The Union Trust Conpany was founded i n 1906 when three banks merged. e of the

three. Second National Bank, began business i n1814 as theSpringfield Bank; i t
was t hefirst bank i nthearea. | n 1958 Union Trust merged with t he Springfield
National Bank toform the Valley Bank. This structure served as the corporate

Conpany i sthefinest Beaux Arts structure
gemof Main Street

headquarters wuntil 21970. Union Trust
on Main Street and has been referred tolocally as "that
architecture."
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July 7, 1977

M. Charles Herri n%ton, Chi ef
Regi stration Branc

National Register of Historic Places
P

Nat i onal Park Service
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find noinination forns forthefollowng properties:

1. Wston, Abel Allen House

2. Chel nsford, Fiske Huse

3. Newt on, Nathaniel Topliff Allen Honestead
4. Springfield, Uiion Trust Gonpany

These properties have been revi ewed and vot ed by t he St at e Revi ew
Board and have been signed by t he State Historic Preservation
Officer, Elizabeth on.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. \sl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A Wed
enc
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