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B DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

i^GOOD —RUINS ' L A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Union Trust Company i s located i n the conmercial center of Springfield and i s sur­
rounded by, structures from the lat e 19th and early 20th centuries. To the north, 
across Townsley Avenue, i s the Republican Block (NR nomination) and across Main Street, 
to the southeast, i s the Court Square Historic D i s t r i c t (NR). The Mattoon-Quadrangle 
Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t i s two blocks east. 

The Union Trust Company was b u i l t i n 1907-08 and designed by the nationally prominent 
Boston ar c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Peabody and Stearns. The Beaux Arts styl e structure i s 
two stories high with a mezzanine l e v e l . The facade and a small portion of the Townsley 
Avenue elevation are faced with limestone on a low base of Tennessee marble. The 
remainder of the Townsley Avenue elevation and the rear elevation are constructed of 
yellow bri c k and relieved by limestone d e t a i l . 

The major component of the design and p r i n c i p a l feature of the facade i s the triumphal 
arch motif. This s l i g h t l y recessed arch i s framed by rusticated piers set on a six 
foot high water table. Loop windows pierce the piers at the f i r s t and second f l o o r s . 
The arch spandrels are ornamented by a high r e l i e f figure of a recumbent woman 
attended by a putto. These panels were sculpted by John Evans of Boston. The s o f f i t 
of the arch i s coffered. Recessed seven feet w i t h i n the arch i s a glazed screen 
with center entry. The projecting cornice of the monumental scaled entry i s supported 
by consoles and surmounted by a cartouche flanked by baskets. 

The r o o f l i n e i s distinguished by a f u l l Corinthian entablature. The frieze i s orna­
mented with rinceaux and p u t t i on the ends. "Union Trust Company" i s inscribed i n 
the center. Above the entablature i s a parapet w a l l with projecting panels and 
balustrades. I n the center i s a round arched panel topped by an acorn f i n i a l . The 
panel i s ornamented by a cartouche framed by swags. 

The corner of the facade and Townsley Avenue elevation i s bevelled and panelled. 
The Townsley Avenue elevation i s six bays deep and has f u l l round arched fenestration 
on the f i r s t f l o o r with paired jack arched l i n t e l fenestration on the second f l o o r . 
There i s a projecting limestone course at the impost of the arch of the f i r s t f l o o r 
fenestration. The rear elevation i s three bays wide. The end bays have brick 
courses arranged i n r u s t i c a t i o n with single jack arched l i n t e l fenestration on the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The central bay has a large scale f u l l round arched window 
and paired jack l i n t e l windows on the second f l o o r . The 6' high water table of the 
facade i s reflected on the rear i n the continuous limestone s i l l . The only change 
i n the exterior i s the replacement of the o r i g i n a l doors and windows of the f i r s t 
f l o o r . The openings have been blocked down for the new aluminum sash f i x t u r e s . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1907-O8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Peabody and Steams 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Union Trust Company i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architecture, associations with 
banking history i n Springfield, and i n the development of the c i t y center. 

Peabody and Stearns was a nationally recognized architectural f i r m whose work 
stretches across the entire range of arch i t e c t u r a l use and expression. Their only 
known work i n the Connecticut Valley are two buildings at Smith College (1875 and 
1890); the Union Trust Company (1907-08); the Springfield Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company (1904); and a church (1878). 

Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the Beaux Arts design of the Union Trust Company relates to the 
Munincipal Group (Courthouse Square Hist o r i c D i s t r i c t NR) and would have comple­
mented a projected early 20th century Burnham-esque "City Beautiful" proposal 
for the area and r i v e r f r o n t . 

The Union Trust Company was founded i n 1906 when three banks merged. One of the 
three. Second National Bank, began business i n 1814 as the Springfield Bank; i t 
was the f i r s t bank i n the area. I n 1958 Union Trust merged with the Springfield 
National Bank to form the Valley Bank. This structure served as the corporate 
headquarters u n t i l 1970. Union Trust Company i s the fi n e s t Beaux Arts structure 
on Main Street and has been referred to l o c a l l y as "that gem of Main Street 
architecture." 
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July 7, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register of Historic Places 
OAHP 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find noinination forms for the following properties: 

1. Weston, Abel Allen House 
2. Chelmsford, Fiske House 
3. Newton, Nathaniel Topliff Allen Homestead 
4. Springfield, Union Trust Conpany 

These properties have been reviewed and voted by the State Review 
Board and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Elizabeth Amadon. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW/ed 
enc 
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Executive Director, Maasschoaetts 
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BostMi, Massachusetts 02108 

I) 



PH0500755, 

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
L ^ d a t e o f e n t r 

^AN9 I )NAME as i t apj. . - > ster 
Union Trust Company Building 

(6) LOCATION street & number 
^ 1351 Main S t . 

I OWNER SPRIVATE DSTATt DMUNICIPAL acOUNTY PMili 

OTHER NAMES-. 

c i t y / town 
S p r i n g f i e l d 

v i c i n i t y of I s tate I county 
MA Hampden 

I / ^ c o u n t y code-

13 
(g)NPS REGION 

NA 

I EXISTING SURVEYS QHUBS DHAER D N H L 

fmmu NATiMK afeism msiostc DISWCT' 

2nd 

• ( ^ C O N D I T I O N nr i 
• excel lent 

X X 

i>IT»nT-l ^DSUBS' 

• good 
• f a i r 

> U unaltered • moved 
.posed r-- i s t ruc ted D u n k n o w n 

• unexcavated ated 

^ A C C E S S • V E S - R e s t r i c t e d Q Y E S - U n , • No Acces ' SAVED' DYtS ) ERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRICT? • yes G n o 

| A R F 
p sp • 

.•21 

l ^ f u i i c t i o n s 
1 WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
1 CURRENTLY: 

• ^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y i e ( s j : ^ a r c h i t e c t * . 

l ^ i a i t d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t ' " • • ' p i 

. L-

,1 

1 

I N A M E S give role As date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

(NATIONAL REGISTER W R I T E - U P 


