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Seybold, George, House
Montgomery County, IN
Description:

The George Seybold House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria C for its distinctive
architectural design. The house is located at 111 East Main Street in the City of Waveland, Indiana. It should be
noted that historical records identify the address of the property as 101 East Main Street. Situated in the southeast
quadrant of the intersection of Main and Cross Streets, the primary fa9ade of the house faces north (Photo 1). It is
surrounded by a grass lawn, which slopes gradually to the southern end of the property. Several mature maple and
spruce trees are situated east of the house and an aspen tree is located to the northwest of the house. Foundation
plantings of coniferous and deciduous shrubbery are found along the north and west facades. Concrete sidewalks run
along the west and north sides of the property with grass-filled tree rows separating the street from the sidewalks. A
gravel drive, located on the southern end of the property and accessible from South Cross Street, leads to a modern,
two-car garage. The nominated property is located at the northern edge of a residential neighborhood with
residential properties abutting to the east and south. The residential neighborhood continues on the west side of
Cross Street. Directly north of the nominated property, across Main Street, is the downtown commercial district of
Waveland.
Constructed in 1886, the wood frame structure was designed with elements from the late Stick style period. The
asymmetrical plan of the house can be divided into two sections: the main three-story section with a cross gable
extension on the west side and the 1 !/2-story rear wing. The main section has a full basement with the foundation
constructed of soft red brick. The rear wing has a crawl space only with a foundation of red brick and concrete. The
house is clad in wood clapboard siding with wood shingle siding located in the upper portion of the gable ends of the
main roof. The house also features baseboards, corner boards and distinctive Stick-style horizontal and vertical
bands. The wood sidings are painted peach and tan with trim elements painted white. Common fenestration
consists of double-hung, 1-over-l windows. Modern vinyl-replacement windows have been inserted in several
original window openings. All windows on the main section of the house feature wide casings and decorative drip
caps. All original wood windows feature exterior aluminum storm windows. Modern metal-framed storm doors
have been installed on all exterior doorways. These storm doors feature upper and lower glazed panels with vertical,
metal security bars and small, decorative metal grillwork centered in both panels.
Roof shapes consist mainly of gabled, shed and flat. All gable ends on the main section of the house, including the
projecting gabled roof on the front porch, are embellished with decorative verge boards with incised geometric
shapes, decorative king's post trusses and large, decorative brackets (Photo 2). These brackets, which extend
slightly down the corner boards on the main section of the house, feature incised patterns on the flat, vertical
surfaces and hollow chamfers on the broad curved portions. The main section and front porch of the house feature
decorative scroll-cut rafter tails. A brick chimney is located in the center of the main section and another is located
south-of-center on the rear section. A metal ventilation pipe projects from the lower end of the eastern slope of the
main section of the house.
The primary elevation of the building is the north fa9ade, which faces East Main Street (Photo 3). The
asymmetrical, gable-front fa9ade features two common windows and front doorway evenly spaced on the first floor,
three common windows evenly spaced on the second floor, and paired common windows centered on the third floor.
The first-story windows are vinyl-replacements. The front doorway with transom features the modern storm door
and an original wood-paneled door. The north gable end features the decorative verge board, king's post truss, and
brackets. An attic vent is located in the upper, wood shingled portion of the gable end.
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Seybold, George, House
Montgomery County, IN
Description (continued)

Dominating the first-story of the asymmetrical fa9ade is a highly decorative L-shaped, wood porch. Extending
along the north facade, the porch wraps around the northwest corner of the house and abuts the north wall of the
extension of the west elevation. The foundation of the porch is red brick covered with parge coat. Decorative metal
ventilation grills are spaced along the front foundation wall. The porch has wood board decking and a plaster
ceiling. The shed roof of the porch features scroll-cut rafter tails. Square, fluted posts with decorative carvings
support the front porch. These posts are paired on the east side of the front steps. Pilasters matching the appearance
of the porch posts are found on the east
and west ends of the porch where the porch meets the house. Flanking the tops of the porch posts are small,
decorative brackets, which help support the rafter plate of the porch roof. Detailing the exterior vertical surface of
the rafter plate is a decorative wood band in a simplified "egg-and-dart" pattern.
A small, gabled roof projects from the front porch roof over the front steps (Photo 4). The triangular flat surface of
the gable end features vertical tongue-and-groove siding above a decorative wood band identical to that found on the
rafter plate of the main porch roof. The gable end of the projecting roof features the decorative verge board, king's
post truss and brackets common to the house. The brackets extend slightly down the front of the porch posts that
flank the front steps (Photo 5).
Horizontal bands extend across all three stories of the primary facade. These bands are located at window sill and
window head levels on the first story but only at window head level on the second and third stories. Vertical bead
board siding is found in the area between the bottom horizontal band and the porch decking. This feature is found
on all three exterior walls that are sheltered by the front porch.
The west facade of the house is dominated by the three-story, cross-gabled extension (Photo 6). The interior
stairway connecting all floors is located in this extension. This extension is located slightly north-of-center of the
main body of the house and features the decorative verge board, king's post truss, and brackets. Flush with the west
wall of the cross-gabled extension is an L-shaped section of the first story. Extending from the main body of the
house, this L-shaped section wraps around the southwest corner of the house and intersects with the 1 '/a-story rear
wing. A common window is located in the northern end of the first story, in the area sheltered by the front porch.
Three common windows are also located in the L-shaped, first-story extension. A common window is centered in
the southern end of the second story of the main body of the house. The sill of this window is located just above the
top of the shed roof of the first-story L-shaped section. The cross-gabled extension features paired common
windows located between the first and second stories and a common window centered in the third story. No
windows are found on the north and south walls of the cross-gabled extension. All first-story windows and the
paired windows in the cross-gabled extension are vinyl-replacements.
Horizontal bands located at window sill and window head level extend along the northern end of the first story.
These bands wrap around the north wall of the cross-gabled extension and continue along the west wall to the
southern end of the L-shaped section. The sill of the paired windows in the cross-gabled extension are set at the
same level as the top horizontal band of the first story. A second horizontal band is located at window head level of
the paired windows. Horizontal bands are also located at window sill and window head level of the third-story
window in the cross-gabled extension. The horizontal band at window sill level wraps around the south wall of the
cross-gabled extension and continues to the southern end of the main body of the house at window head level of the
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Seybold, George, House
Montgomery County, IN
Description (continued)

second-story window. The southwest corner board of the cross-gabled section extends from the upper stories to the
baseboard, creating a vertical band. Similarly, a vertical band located on the first-story L-shaped section aligns with
the southwest corner board of the main body of the house. Vertical bands are also found extending from the window
sills to the base board in the L-shape section, aligning with the side casings of the windows.
A small flat-roofed side porch extends from the south wall of the first-story L-shaped section along the west wall of
the rear wing (Photo 7). The porch has a concrete foundation with wood board decking and concrete steps off the
west side. A porch post supports the southwest corner and pilasters are found where the porch intersects the house
walls. The corner post and pilasters match the appearance of those on the front porch. Similarly, small, decorative
brackets located at the top of the corner post and pilasters help support the rafter plate. A larger, unique scrolled
bracket extends from the upper west face of the corner post to the soffit of the flat roof. The rafter plate of this
porch features vertical siding in an inverted picket-fence pattern.
The 1 !^-story rear wing extends from the south fa9ade of the main body of the house, leaving only portions of the
south fa9ade visible. These portions include the south wall of the first-story, L-shaped section, part of the second
story and the third-story gable end (Photos 8 & 9). An exterior doorway with transom is located in the south wall of
the L-shaped section. This doorway features the modern storm door and an original wood-paneled door. A common
window is located on the eastern side of the second story. A double-hung window, much shorter than the common
window, is located in the third story of the gable end. A horizontal band extends across the south elevation at the
window head level of both the second- and third-story windows. The decorative verge board, king post's truss and
brackets common to the house are found on the south gable end.
The east fa9ade of the main body of the house features two widely spaced windows on the first story with a second
set similarly spaced on the second story (Photo 10). The first-story windows are vinyl-replacements. Horizontal
bands extend across the first and second stories of this fa9ade at window sill and window head levels. Vertical
bands, aligned with the side casings, extend from the sill of the second-story windows to the heads of the first-story
windows and then again from the sill of the first-story windows to the base board.
The rear wing can best be described separately from the main section of the house. The roof of the wing features
metal roofing panels with stamped patterns and a decorative metal ridge cap with a perforated circular design. The
west elevation of the rear wing features two windows and banding (see photo 8). A double-hung window, shorter
than the common window, is located towards the northern end of the west wall. This window is sheltered by the
side porch. A common window is located towards the southern end of the west wall. The sill and head of this
window is the level at which the horizontal bands of this wall are located. Vertical bands, aligned with the side
casings, extend from the sill of this window to the baseboard.
The south elevation of the rear wing features a common window towards the apex of the gable end (see photo 8).
Horizontal bands extend across the elevation at the same level as that of the west elevation. Vertical bands, aligned
with the side casings, extend from the sill of the window to just below the top horizontal band. A second set of
vertical bands extend from roughly the mid-portion of the south wall past the base board and foundation to grade.
With the southern end of the rear wing once used as a carriage house, these vertical bands demarcate the location
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Description (continued)

of the carriage entry. Concrete encloses the foundation of this space.
An unusual feature of the east elevation of the rear wing is the extension of the northern half of the east slope of the
roof (see photo 9). This portion extends slightly past the east wall of the main section of the house, covering an
enclosed porch to the north and sheltering an exterior side porch to the south. A common window is centered in the
southern half of the east elevation. A doorway with transom and a common window are located under the extension
of the roof slope. The doorway features the modern storm door and an original wood-paneled door. A doorway
with similar features is located in the south wall of the enclosed porch.. The east wall of the enclosed porch features
a tripartite window unit with the center window slightly wider than the side windows. This window unit extends
from the roof soffit to approximately the base board. Horizontal bands are located at window sill and window head
levels extend across the east elevation. Vertical bands, aligned with the side casings, extend from the window sills
of both common windows to the base board.
The southeast side porch features a concrete foundation and a wood decking. Concrete steps are found on the south
side of the porch. A series of stone steps with a wooden railing connect the side porch with the gravel drive to the
south. A stone patio is situated just east of the side porch. This patio is screened on the north by a wood fence.
The interior ceilings and walls of the house are plaster. Common throughout the house is original stained woodwork
. The window and door trim in the first-floor formal spaces and the second-floor spaces is more decorative. The
wood trim surrounding the windows and doorways in the front entry hall and first-floor parlors overlaps at the top
corners with wood blocks applied at the corners. Similar blocks are located on the vertical trim elements
approximately three feet up from the floor. The carved blocks feature three distinct designs: bullseye, rosettes, and a
simple, incised design. Wide, wood baseboards are found throughout the house. Located below the windows
throughout the house are decorative wood panels (Photo 11). The rectangular panels consist of detailed wood trim
applied around the perimeter with carved corner blocks in a bullseye pattern.
The formal entrance to the house is accessed through the first-story entryway on the north fa9ade. The front wood
door is original and features glazing on the upper two-thirds with a lower wood panel. Highly decorative,
woodcarvings in an Eastlake motif are applied to the door (Photo 12). The front entry hall features an exposed wood
floor, decorative wood trim with blocks in a bullseye design, and wide baseboards. Through the large doorway to
the left is the formal front parlor. A doorway in the south wall leads to a small hallway with the dining room beyond
(Photo 13). The stairway to the second floor is found at the southern end of the west wall. A small door located
between the stairway and the south wall provides access to a small storage area. A window is located in the west
wall between the stairway and the north wall.
The formal front parlor features an exposed wood floor, decorative wood trim, and wide baseboards. A rosette
design is found in the upper corner blocks of the trim with a bullseye design in the lower blocks. Two windows are
found in the north wall and one window in the east wall. A diagonal wall in the southwest corner of the parlor
features a period fireplace with an ornate slate surround and tile hearth (Photo 14). The slate surround has a twotiered mantel and a raised cartouche centered above the firebox. The front parlor also has a central ceiling light
fixture in a turn-of-the-century period style.
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Description (continued):

In the south wall of the front parlor is a large doorway, which provides access to the rear parlor. This doorway
features original wood-paneled pocket doors. The rear parlor features decorative wood trim with blocks in a
bullseye design and wide baseboards. A window is located in the east wall and two doorways with transoms are
located in the south wall of the rear parlor. The eastern most doorway leads to the enclosed porch and features a
solid, wood-paneled door. The other doorway featuring a similar door leads to a small bathroom with modern
fixtures. The rear parlor has a central ceiling light fixture similar in design to the fixture in the front parlor.
A large doorway in the west wall of the rear parlor leads to the dining room (Photo 15). The dining room features
simplified wood trim around the doors and windows. Located unusually low around the perimeter of the room is
tongue-and-groove wainscoting with chair rail. Three windows are found in the west wall and two doorways in both
the north and south walls. The western most doorway on the north wall provides access to a closet. The other
doorway with transom leads to the small hallway between the dining room and the front entry hall. Both doorways
feature solid, wood-paneled doors. The western most doorway on the south wall leads to the southwest side porch.
This doorway with transom features a wood-paneled door with single-lite glazing on the upper half. The eastern
most doorway on the south wall leads to the kitchen.
The simple woodwork of the kitchen is painted. A corner cabinet located in the northeast corner appears to be
original to the space. A window is located on the west wall. Another window is located on the northern end of the
east wall. An exterior doorway is centered in the east wall. This doorway features a wood-paneled door with
single-lite glazing in the upper half. A doorway on the western end of the south wall leads to a rear bedroom. The
wood trim in this bedroom is not original but is of a similar period and design as that in the rest of the house. A
window is centered in the east and west walls.
The small hallway between the front entry hall and the dining room features a doorway in the west wall that leads to
a stairway that accesses the basement. The doorway has a solid, wood-paneled door.
Winding steeply counter clockwise, the stairway to the second floor features tongue-and-groove wainscoting (Photo
16). At the top of the stair is a central hall space. Decorative wood trim is found around all doorways in the central
hall (Photo 17). This trim features blocks with a bullseye design and a dart pattern. Directly to the right of the
stairway is a diagonal wall with a doorway that leads to a storage closet. The doorway on the south wall of the
central hall leads to the second floor bathroom. This bathroom features modern fixtures of period design including
twin pedestal sinks. An antique claw foot tub has also been installed. A window is located in the west wall of the
bathroom and a small doorway in the south wall provides access to the attic of the rear wing.
In the east end of the central hall is a doorway leading to one of two second-floor bedrooms. This bedroom features
decorative wood trim and solid, wood-paneled doors. A doorway towards the eastern end of the north wall provides
access to a closet. A window is centered on the east and south walls. The second bedroom is accessed through a
doorway in the central hall across from the stairway. This bedroom also features decorative wood trim. A doorway
towards the western end of the south wall leads to a closet. A window is centered on the east wall with two
windows located in the north wall.
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Description (continued):

To the left of the stairway in the central hall is a doorway that provides access to the stairway that leads to the third
floor. Similar to the stairway below, this stairway winds steeply counter clockwise. It enters a room, which is
currently used as a study (Photo 18). The room features simple, painted wood trim and wide plank flooring. A
sloped section of ceiling is found on the east and west walls, reflecting the pitch of the gabled roof. Paired windows
are located on the north wall and provide a panoramic view of downtown Waveland. A rectangular projection from
the south wall encloses the central chimney. A doorway towards the eastern end of the south wall leads to a thirdfloor bedroom. Similar to the front room, this bedroom features the sloped ceiling on the east and west walls,
painted wood trim, and wide plank flooring. A shorter, double-hung window is centered in the south wall.

Statement of Significance

The George Seybold House is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria C for its distinctive
architectural design. Constructed in 1886, the house is an outstanding local example of Stick style architecture. The
building has served its original residential use continuously since its construction and remains virtually unchanged
from its late nineteenth century appearance. Listed as an outstanding-rated Queen Anne structure in the
Montgomery County Historic Sites and Structures Survey, the house possesses various defining elements of the
Stick style and would thus more appropriately be identified as such.
Located in the far southwest corner of Montgomery County, Waveland is the oldest town in Brown Township. As
early as the 1820s, travelers on the road from Terre Haute to Lafayette were stopping to drink from the fresh springs
located in the area. Around 1830, a small settlement had been established complete with trading post and post
office. Platted in 1835 by John Milligan, Waveland was not officially incorporated until 1866. By this time,
Waveland was a thriving community, home to numerous successful businesses, prominent businessmen, and a
prestigious educational institution, the Waveland Collegiate Institute, which was established in 1848. Contributing
to the continued growth of Waveland through the nineteenth century was the arrival of the Logansport,
Crawfordsville and Southwestern (Vandalia) Railroad in the 1870s followed by the Anderson, Lebanon and St.
Louis (Midland) Railroad in 1890.
It was during this period of growth from the 1870s through the 1890s that many of the prominent residences that
remain in Waveland were constructed, including that of George Seybold. Seybold was born in 1851 on the farm of
his parents, James and Annie Seybold, located approximately four miles southwest of Waveland in Parke County.
His grandfather had settled in Parke County earlier in the 19tn century. Schooled locally, George Seybold engaged
himself in the hardware business at the age of twenty-three. In addition to his role as a prominent merchant, he was
involved with the Dell Mineral Springs Company to which he served as a treasurer and a director. Seybold also
helped organize the Waveland Building and Loan Association in 1884. George Seybold eventually partnered with
James McCormick in the hardware business though it was not determined when this partnership began. He
constructed his house in 1886 but by 1890 had sold it to William McClain. Seybold moved his family to the town of
Darlington, also in Montgomery County, and established a hardware business there. It was in the second floor of his
hardware store that George Seybold hung himself in 1901.
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Statement of Significance (continued)

After William McClain, George Slavens and his wife, Stella, owned the property at 111 East Main Street. An
interesting event still associated with the house during the Slavens' ownership is that of an attempted heist of the
State Bank of Waveland in 1932. Several historical accounts recognize George Slavens's efforts to thwart the heist
by firing his army rifle at the robbers from a third floor window of his house. After George Slavens death in 1952,
Stella retained ownership of the property until her death in 1958. The property then passed through several owners
before it was purchased by the current owner, Fred W. Kelley, in 1989.
The first account of any building being constructed on the southeast corner of Main and Cross Streets was that of a
hotel. Constructed by an early entrepreneur by the name of Jack Collier, this hotel burned down and the lot was left
vacant for several years before George Seybold constructed his house on the site in 1886.
George Seybold's decision to construct the house in the Stick style may have been influenced by architectural
pattern books, which were popular at the time. Supporting this is the fact that the house was constructed towards the
end of the 1860-1890 period in which the Stick style predominantly appeared in residential architecture. The Stick
style is considered a transitional stylistic period, influenced by the preceding Gothic Revival style and proceeding
Queen Anne style. The most significant feature borrowed from the Gothic Revival style is the steeply-pitched gable
roof.
It is in decorative treatment that the Stick style deviates, treating the wall surface as a decorative element itself by
the use of varying cladding materials and the application of horizontal, vertical, and diagonal wood banding. The
Seybold House serves as an excellent example of this use of decoration. Vertical and horizontal banding is found on
almost all elevations of the Seybold House. The stickwork banding of the style was believed to mimic the halftimbered houses of Medieval England. Contemporary architectural historians support the idea that the wood
banding of the Stick style was also intended to reflect the new construction method of the time - balloon framing.
An element of the Queen Anne architectural style often seen in the Stick style is the use of varying wall textures.
Examples of this element as seen on the Seybold House include the horizontal clapboard siding, the wood shingles
in the gable ends, and vertical tongue-and-groove siding along the lower exterior walls of the front porch.
In addition to the stickwork banding and varying wall textures, the Seybold House possesses other defining elements
of the Stick style, including decorative gable trusses, verge boards, and brackets on the main section of the house.
As mentioned previously, the steeply pitched roofs with exposed rafter tails are also features of the style. The
Seybold House possesses both of these features. Another common characteristic of the Stick style is an emphasis on
verticality and this can be seen in the tall, narrow appearance of the primary fa9ade and west cross-gabled extension.
The corner boards also contribute to this vertical emphasis.
Although the Seybold House is one of two historic houses in Waveland that display Stick style features - the other
being located at 501 East Green Street - it remains as the best local example of the style. Both the exterior and
interior of the Seybold House possess a high degree of integrity in terms of both stylistic form and elements.
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Verbal Boundary Description
Lots 49 & 94 in Milligan's 2nd Eastern Addition to the Town ofWaveland, Montgomery County, Indiana.

Boundary Justification

These city lots retain their original property lines.
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Additional Documentation
Photographs
Photo #1
1. Seybold, George, House

2. Montgomery County, Indiana
3. Tommy Kleckner
4. November 1,2001
5. Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana
6. View of property. Photograph taken facing southeast.
Photo #2
6. View of gable end details. Photograph taken facing south.
Photo #3
6. View of north (main) fa9ade of the building. Photograph taken facing southwest.
Photo #4
6. View of front porch details. Photograph taken facing south.
Photo #5
6. View of common bracket and porch details on building. Photograph taken facing east.
Photo #6
6. View of west fa9ade of building. Photograph taken facing east.
Photo #7
6. View of southwest side porch. Photograph taken facing northeast.
Photo #8
6. View of south elevation of main house and rear wing. Photograph taken facing northeast.
Photo #9
6. View of south elevation and southeast side porch. Photograph taken facing northwest.
Photo #10
6. View of east fa9ade of building. Photograph taken facing west.
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Additional Documentation (cont.):
Photo #11
6. View of common interior decorative wood panels below windows . Photograph taken facing west.
Photo #12
6. View of front entry door details. Photograph taken facing north.
Photo #13
6. View of front entry hall with dining room beyond doorways. Photograph taken facing south.
Photo #14

6.

View of front (north) parlor with fireplace. Photograph taken facing southwest.

Photo #15
6. View of dining room. Photograph taken facing northeast.
Photo #16
6. View of stairway in front entry hall leading to second floor. Photograph taken facing southwest.
Photo #17
6. View of common wood door and trim of second floor. Photograph taken facing southwest.
Photo #18
6. View of third-floor study. Photograph taken facing north.
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Dear Ms. Shull,
The George Seybold House in Montgomery County, Indiana was listed in the National Register of Historic Places
on October 16, 2002. At that time, no architect was know for the house. It now appears that the house was based on
plans from Palliser, Palliser & Company's Model Homes of 1878 (see enclosed copy). Also, the same plans and
elevations were published in 1888 by the firm as Palliser'$ American Architecture, plate 15.
The Seybold House was built in 1886, so Model Homes seems the likely source of the plan. The Seybold House
matches closely enough in plan, elevation, and in the described interior molding finishes, that the influence of the
Palliser plan is without doubt. We would therefore request that the blank for Architect/Builder for this nomination
be changed to read "Palliser, Palliser, & Co."
It also appears that the Charles Newell House in the State of Washington is based on the same Palliser design,
though I understand that Howard Spaulding is listed as its architect.
Please contact me if you should have any questions about our request.
Sincererly,

Paul C. Diebold
Senior Architectural Historian
enclosures: copies from Palliser's Model Homes, copy of photo of the Newell House.
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The genius of the Architect, in his practice, unlike, that of the Sculptor and the Painter, which maybe ~™.»-,..
ife.ste'i in their highest forma almost single handed, and within the four walls of the studio, deals with sterner' ,..-.
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COTTAGE AT \YEST STRATFORD, OONN.
Tills liandaomti liltle hoviac is near completion for E. 11. Tomllnaon, and for n comliouse.arraiiB'sIfm-theBicirnKuot fuel anil other purposes; a well Una a!no been put down
in thecellnr, wl.lcli with 11.e cistern supplies an unlimited amount of witter at tlic Kitchen

two rooms could be finished off, wuicb. would be almost as good sleeping rooms as any
• in the house.
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on First floor; the stair-case in nlso placed in a position to be easy of access from all parts
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