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NATI OV REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

Sacred Heart School was constructed in 1931, in the middle of the Depression,
by the Sacred Heart Church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fall River. It is
significant as the work of the noted 20th century architectural firm of
Maginnis and Walsh. It is a well-designed example of institutional
architecture combining elements of Moderne and Georgian Revival Styling. It
is also significant as one of only two schools built in Fall River in the
1930, a period of extreme economic dislocation the city. Sacred Heart School

continued

ARCHIIECTURAL SGNIFICANCE ©escribe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Sacred Heart School, a rectangular-shaped building of two stories (three
on the rear facade) ,is constructed of brick with concrete quoins and sills
and topped with a flat roof. It rests on a granite foundation.

The main (north) facade of the building is approached by 8 granite steps and
consists of five symmetrically arranged bays. At the center, a slightly
projecting entry is gently bowed and consists of three entrances flanked by
quoins. The three hooded second-story 6/6 sash windows directly above rest on
footed sills. A single round-arched window flanks the entrance pavilion on
each side; above is a single simply enframed 5/6 sash. The recessed wood
panel doors each have a semicircular fan light with tracery. Two beltcourses
run across the the facade beneath the parapet and below the first floor

continued

HISTORICAL SGNIFICANCE Explain the role omneas played in local or state history and hew the
building relates to the devdopmait of the community.

The Great Depression was particularly severe in Fall River, closing textile
mills at an alarming rate. The number of people employed in 1920 was 32,300;
by 1930 this number decreases 41%to 13,700. The Depression was sO severe
that Fall River's mills were soon operating at only 25% capacity, using only
one million spindles, the lowest number of spindles operating in the city
since 1871. The loss in tax revenue to the city was particularly damaging
because the city had undertaken many building projects during the 1920s.
Seven public schools alone were constructed from 1921 to 1928. Fall River
went into receivership in November of 1930 and no new public schools were
constructed until the 1940s. Sacred Heart was one of two parochial schools
built in the city in the period (the other. Blessed Sacrament, was
rehabilitated for apartments in 1979 and no longer retains integrity).

Architecturally, Sacred Heart School is a restrained but very well-handled
example of Georgian Revival-style architecture within a Moderne idiom. In
comparison with other schools, public and parochial, built in Fall River
between 1921 and 1940, it is, with one exception, the only Moderne example and
one of the most intact and architecturally distinguished examples. (The other

continued
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Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued beow.

National Regiser Criteria Satement (continued)

retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and
associations with Fall River's educational system in the 1930s, with the
city's large Romen Catholic population and with the body of work of the firm

of Maginnis and Walsh, architects. It meets criteria Aand C on the local
level

Staple tolnventory form at bott om
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Architectural Significance (continued)

windows. The second floor has five 6/6 double-hung windows. A shield, centered in the
parapet, bears the coat of arms of Bishop Feehan. Across the parapet is written "For
God and Country".

The two longitudinal sides of the building, each twenty bays long, are punctuated by an
array of quoins, Palladian windows, round-headed windows with keys and spring blocks,
and 12/12 double-hung sash windows. The length of the building is divided by three
sections that project from the plane of the elevation. These sections, with
round-headed windows, give the building vertical balance. Urns at the top of each
column of quoins were removed during the 1950s. These two elevations, facing east and
west, are similar but not mirror images except that a door in the second bay on the east
elevation is replaced by a window on the western side. Beginning at the north end of
the eastern elevation, there is a round-headed window on the ground floor and a 6/6
window on the second floor. Three large Palladian windows follow; directly above each
one is a rectangular placque. Next is a projecting bay containing a round-headed window
on the first floor and a 6/6 window on the second floor. 12/12 sash windows for six
classrooms follcw next; they are arranged in three groups of four windows each. There
is a doible door next on the east side; on the western elevation there are two 6/6
windows, one above the other. The last, southernmost bay of both east and west
elevations projects slightly and is framed by quoins and beltcourses; a blind window bay
is framed by a band of corbelled brickwork. Below the lower belt course are three
groups of four basement windows partially above grade.

The south elevation is nine bays wide dominated by a central polygonal pavilion. This
side of the building is three stories in height, due to the lower grade. Four classroom
windows, ranked symmetrically, flank the pavilion, which is comprised of a double door
entrance at the ground level, a round sash window accented by keys on the second floor,
and a 12/12 sash window on the third level. The angled sides of the pavilion have
narrow 3/3 sash windows at each level. Beltcourses band the facade as at the other
elevations. The windows are 12/12 on the first and second floors and 8/12 at the
basement level. At this basement level, cast concrete sills on a narrow granite
foundation rest flush with the ground.

The interior of the school is divided into two sections. The front third is comprised
of avestibule with vaulted ceiling and the auditorium, an enormous space the width of
the building and 2 1/2 stories in height. The remainder of the school contains two
floors of 8 classrooms each off a center hall. The classrooms have four large
double-hung windows, built-in storage cabinets and wardrobe areas. The basement
contains a cafeteria under the auditorium, service areas such as boiler room, boy's and
girl's toilets, teachers lounge and an office. These areas in the basement are purely
utilitarian in appearance with small windows high on the foundation walls. There are
also three classrooms in the basement.

The auditorium is a magnificent space exhibiting molded plaster beamed ceiling and a
decorative proscenium arch. The arch has molded plaster pilasters with ionic capitals
and a shield centered above the stage opening. Three monumental Palladian windows
detailed in molded plaster are high on the east and west walls of the space.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance (continued)
Moderne school, SS. Peter and Paul, Ralph Adams Cram architect, 1923) has been
insensitively, though not irreparably, damaged by 1974 sash replacements.
Many of the public schools built by the city in the early 20th century were
similar to the Sacred Heart School in that they were two- and three-story
brick buildings. However, the design and detailing of Sacred Heart School
make it representative of the better institutional architecture in the city.
Ore of the seven public schools of the 1920's is the Slade School, a Classical
style building designed by local architect Joseph |. Higgins. There were two
parochial schools built in the 1920's: the important work of Ralph Adams
Cram, the Spanish Baroque and Moderne school of Saints Peter and Paul built in
1923 and St. Annes school by Sampson, Dodd & Prinpoint the same year.
Although the Saints Peter and Paul School was extensively altered in a
rehabilitation in 1973, St. Anne's is still operating as a school.

From the time it opened until its closing in 1976 the school provided an
education for the children of predominately Irish families of the Sacred Heart
Church Parish and also to many non-catholic children of the neighborhood. The
school was built to replace the first Sacred Heart School (1887-1952) which
had become over-crowded. The new school was built under the direction of
Monsignor Edward J. Carr and Bishop Cassidy, at a cost of ?225,000, At its
opening in 1932, the school accomodated 770 students in grades k-8; by 1976
enrollment had decreased to 154, forcing the school to close. The city used a
portion of the school for public classrooms from 1977 to 1984. During this
time it was called the Lincoln School Annex.

The architects for Sacred Heart School were the Boston firm of Maginnis and
Walsh, well known in the development of American ecclesiastical architecture
for the Roman Catholic Church. The work of the firm was concentrated in the
Boston area but their commissions extended from New England to New York,
Washington D.C, the Mid West and California. In addition to church complexes
and convents,'their designs included municipal buildings, monuments, private
residences, several universities and schools. Maginnis and Walsh were best
known for their style reflecting Lombard and Byzantine architecture, although
some of their important buildings were interpretations of the Gothic
tradition. Many, such as Sacred Heart School, were classical.

Charles D. Maginnis (1867 to 1955) and Timothy F. Walsh (1868 to 1934) began
their association in 1898. The work of the firm continued until 1952. Their
most notable work is St. Patrick's Church (1899) in Whitinsville,
Massachusetts. Three of their award winning buildings are the Carmelite
Convent at Santa Clara, California, the Chapel of Trinity College in
Washington, D.C, and Boston College, these complexes won the American
Institute of Architects gold medal for ecclesiastical architecture in 1925,
1927, and 1930 respectively. Other major projects included buildings for
Fordham University, the University of Notre Dame, Trinity College,
Manhattanvil le College of the Sacred Heart, Regis College and Holy Cross. One
of the commissions for which Charles Maginnis was most proud was for the
interior treatment of the apse of H.H. Richardson's Trinity Episcopal Church
in Boston. Sacred Heart School is one of several buildings and complexes by

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance (continued pece 2)

Maginnis and Walsh in Fall River. Among the remaining and most important

are:  Mount Saint Mary's High School, within the Corky Row National Register
District; Saint Patrick's Church, a Baroque Romanesque building; the Church of
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception; and the Memorial Hame for the Aged.

All of Maginnis and Walsh designs in Fall River were for the Roman Catholic

Diocese.
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8. Significance
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusatts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

January 16, 1987

M. Carol Shull, Keeper ;
National Register of Historic Places
Nat i onal Park Service

Departnment of Interior o o

P.O Box 37127 « /

Washi ngton, DC 20013- 7127 A
. y.y.ti

Dear M. Shull: .

Encl osed youwill find thefollow ng nonination forns:

An anendnent tothe Fall River MRN Sacred Heart School, 90 Linden Street,
HRCA #0781- 85- MA- 85- 0802.

Springfield, Ethel Apartment House, 70 Patton Street, HRCA#10458- MA
Springfield, Laurel Hall, 72-74 Patton Street, HRCA#0145- MA
Westmnster, Ahijah Wod House, 174 Wrcester Road.
Westminster, Nathan VWod House, 164 Wrcester Road.
Al'l have been voted eligible bytheState ReviewBoard and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration30-75 days before t henmeetir”
and were affordedtheopportunitytoccainent. Comments received t o date
are attached t othenomnation fornms.
Sincerely,

'PA<IIAUIAIV
Betsy Friedberg n

Nati onal Roister Director
Massachusetts Historical Connission

BF/ dr

Encl osur es
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80 Boylson Street, Boston, Massechusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



