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residential with single and mclti-
f r i i i i l y fioM'^y. 

.ty -. •.y (••apMfi.y yy^f . , ^. -.r'^-Zy '^ A-^'-^'^' 

DTM REFERENCE 19/321/170/4618/820 

USGS QUADRANGLE f^all River 

SCALE 1:25,000 -1 198T 

Recorded by Patricia Giza and Betsy Pvne 

Organization 

Date 4/23, S/7/85 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Sacred Heart School was constructed in 1931, in the middle of the Depression, 
by the Sacred Heart Church of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Fal l River. I t is 
s ign i f i can t as the work of the noted 20th century archi tectura l f i rm of 
Maginnis and Walsh. I t is a well-designed example of i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
archi tecture combining elements of Moderne and Georgian Revival S ty l i ng . I t 
is also s ign i f i can t as one of only two schools b u i l t in Fal l River in the 
1930, a period of extreme economic d is locat ion the c i t y . Sacred Heart School 

continued 

ARCHIIECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ©escribe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. . 

The Sacred Heart School, a rectangular-shaped bu i ld ing of two stor ies (three 
on the rear facade) ,is constructed of brick with concrete quoins and s i l l s 
and topped with a f l a t roo f . I t rests on a granite foundat ion. 

The main (north) facade of the bu i ld ing is approached by 8 grani te steps and 
consists of f i v e symmetrically arranged bays. At the center, a s l i g h t l y 
pro ject ing entry is gently bowed and consists of three entrances flanked by 
quoins. The three hooded second-story 6/6 sash windows d i r e c t l y above res t on 
footed s i l l s . A s ingle round-arched window f lanks the entrance pavi l ion on 
each s ide; above is a s ingle simply enframed 5/6 sash. The recessed wood 
panel doors each have a semicircular fan l i g h t with t racery. Two beltcourses 
run across the the facade beneath the parapet and below the f i r s t f l oo r 

continued 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the developmait of the community. 

The Great Depression was pa r t i cu l a r l y severe in Fal l River, c los ing t e x t i l e 
m i l l s at an alarming ra te . The number of people employed in 1920 was 32,300; 
by 1930 th is number decreases 41% to 13,700. The Depression was so severe 
that Fall River 's m i l l s were soon operating at only 25% capacity, using only 
one m i l l i on spindles, the lowest number of spindles operating in the c i t y 
since 1871. The loss in tax revenue to the c i t y was pa r t i cu la r l y damaging 
because the c i t y had undertaken many bu i ld ing projects during the 1920s. 
Seven public schools alone were constructed from 1921 to 1928. Fall River 
went into receivership in November of 1930 and no new public schools were 
constructed u n t i l the 1940s. Sacred Heart was one of two parochial schools 
b u i l t in the c i t y in the period (the other . Blessed Sacrament, was 
rehab i l i ta ted fo r apartments in 1979 and no longer reta ins i n t e g r i t y ) . 

A rch i tec tu ra l l y , Sacred Heart School is a restrained but very wel1-handled 
example of Georgian Revival-sty le archi tecture w i th in a Moderne idiom. In 
comparison with other schools, publ ic and paroch ia l , b u i l t in Fal l River 
between 1921 and 1940, i t i s , w i th one exception, the only Moderne example and 
one of the most in tact and a rch i t ec tu ra l l y dist inguished examples. (The other 

continued 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coramunity: 

Fall River 

Form No: 

N-2-22 

Property Name: Sacred Heart School 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

National Register Criteria Statement (continued) 

retains integr i ty of location, design, sett ing, materials, workmanship and 
associations with Fall River's educational system in the 1930s, with the 
c i ty 's large Roman Catholic population and with the body of work of the firm 
of Maginnis and Walsh, architects. I t meets cr i ter ia A and C on the local 
level 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

4̂ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Fall River 

Form No: 

N-2-22-

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form vrfiich is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (continued) 
windows. The second f l oo r has f i v e 6/6 double-hung windows. A sh ie ld , centered in the 
parapet, bears the coat o f arms of Bishop Feehan. Across the parapet is wr i t ten "For 
God and Country". 

The two longi tudinal sides of the bu i l d i ng , each twenty bays long, are punctuated by an 
array o f quoins, Palladian windows, round-headed windows with keys and spring b locks, 
and 12/12 double-hung sash windows. The length of the bu i ld ing is div ided by three 
sections that project from the plane of the e levat ion. These sect ions, with 
round-headed windows, give the bu i ld ing ve r t i ca l balance. Urns at the top of each 
column of quoins were removed during the 1950s. These two elevat ions, facing east and 
west, are s imi lar but not mirror images except that a door in the second bay on the east 
elevat ion is replaced by a window on the western s ide. Beginning at the north end of 
the eastern e leva t ion , there is a round-headed window on the ground f l oo r and a 6/6 
window on the second f l oo r . Three large Palladian windows fo l l ow ; d i r e c t l y above each 
one is a rectangular placque. Next is a pro ject ing bay containing a round-headed window 
on the f i r s t f l oo r and a 6/6 window on the second f l o o r . 12/12 sash windows for six 
classrooms fo l lcw next ; they are arranged in three groups of four windows each. There 
is a doible door next on the east s ide; on the western elevation there are two 6/6 
windows, one above the other . The l a s t , southernmost bay of both east and west 
elevations projects s l i g h t l y and is framed by quoins and beltcourses; a b l ind window bay 
is framed by a band of corbel led brickwork. Below the lower be l t course are three 
groups of four basement windows p a r t i a l l y above grade. 

The south elevation is nine bays wide dominated by a central polygonal pav i l i on . This 
side of the bu i ld ing is three s tor ies in height, due to the lower grade. Four classroom 
windows, ranked symmetrically, f lank the pav i l i on , which is comprised of a double door 
entrance at the ground l e v e l , a round sash window accented by keys on the second f l o o r , 
and a 12/12 sash window on the t h i r d l e v e l . The angled sides of the pavi l ion have 
narrow 3/3 sash windows at each l e v e l . Beltcourses band the facade as at the other 
e levat ions. The windows are 12/12 on the f i r s t and second f l oo rs and 8/12 at the 
basement l eve l . At th is basement l e v e l , cast concrete s i l l s on a narrow granite 
foundation rest f lush with the ground. 

The i n t e r i o r of the school is d iv ided into two sect ions. The f ron t t h i r d is comprised 
of a vest ibule wi th vaulted ce i l i ng and the auditor ium, an enormous space the width o f 
the bu i ld ing and 2 1/2 stor ies in height . The remainder of the school contains two 
f loors of 8 classrooms each o f f a center h a l l . The classrooms have four large 
double-hung windows, b u i l t - i n storage cabinets and wardrobe areas. The basement 
contains a cafeter ia under the auditorium, service areas such as bo i le r room, boy's and 
g i r l ' s t o i l e t s , teachers lounge and an o f f i c e . These areas in the basement are purely 
u t i l i t a r i a n in appearance wi th small windows high on the foundation wa l l s . There are 
also three classrooms in the basement. 

The auditor ium is a magnificent space exh ib i t i ng molded plaster beamed c e i l i n g and a 
decorative proscenium arch. The arch has molded plaster p i las ters with ionic capi ta ls 
and a shie ld centered above the stage opening. Three monumental Palladian windows 
detai led in molded plaster are high on the east and west wal ls of the space. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostoa 

Community: 

Fall River 

Form No: 

N-2-22 

Property Namg:Sacred Heart School 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Significance (continued) 
Moderne school, SS. Peter and Paul, Ralph Adams Cram a rch i tec t , 1923) has been 
insens i t i ve ly , though not i r reparably , damaged by 1974 sash replacements. 
Many of the public schools b u i l t by the c i t y in the ear ly 20th century were 
s imi lar to the Sacred Heart School in that they were two- and three-story 
br ick bu i ld ings . However, the design and de ta i l i ng of Sacred Heart School 
make i t representat ive of the bet ter i ns t i t u t i ona l archi tecture in the c i t y . 
One of the seven public schools of the 1920's is the Slade School, a Classical 
s ty le bu i ld ing designed by local arch i tec t Joseph I . Higgins. There were two 
parochial schools b u i l t in the 1920's: the important work of Ralph Adams 
Cram, the Spanish Baroque and Moderne school o f Saints Peter and Paul b u i l t in 
1923 and St . Annes school by Sampson, Dodd & Pr inpoint the same year. 
Although the Saints Peter and Paul School was extensively al tered in a 
rehab i l i t a t i on in 1973, St . Anne's is s t i l l operating as a school. 

From the time i t opened un t i l i t s closing in 1976 the school provided an 
education for the chi ldren of predominately I r i sh fami l ies of the Sacred Heart 
Church Parish and also to many non-cathol ic chi ldren of the neighborhood. The 
school was b u i l t to replace the f i r s t Sacred Heart School (1887-1952) which 
had become over-crowded. The new school was b u i l t under the d i rect ion of 
Monsignor Edward J . Carr and Bishop Cassidy, at a cost of ?225,000, At i t s 
opening in 1932, the school accomodated 770 students in grades k-8; by 1976 
enrollment had decreased to 154, fo rc ing the school to c lose. The c i t y used a 
port ion of the school for public classrooms from 1977 to 1984. During th i s 
time i t was cal led the Lincoln School Annex. 

The archi tects for Sacred Heart School were the Boston f i rm of Maginnis and 
Walsh, wel l known in the development of American ecc les ias t ica l arch i tecture 
for the Roman Catholic Church. The work of the f i rm was concentrated in the 
Boston area but t he i r commissions extended from New England to New York, 
Washington D.C, the Mid West and Ca l i f o rn ia . In addi t ion to church complexes 
and convents, ' the i r designs included municipal bu i ld ings , monuments, pr ivate 
residences, several un ivers i t ies and schools. Maginnis and Walsh were best 
known for the i r s ty le r e f l e c t i n g Lombard and Byzantine arch i tec ture , although 
some of the i r important bui ld ings were in terpretat ions of the Gothic 
t r a d i t i o n . Many, such as Sacred Heart School, were c l a s s i c a l . 

Charles D. Maginnis (1867 to 1955) and Timothy F. Walsh (1868 to 1934) began 
the i r association in 1898. The work of the f i r m continued u n t i l 1952. Their 
most notable work is St. Pa t r i ck ' s Church (1899) in Wh i t i nsv i l l e , 
Massachusetts. Three of t he i r award winning bui ld ings are the Carmelite 
Convent at Santa Clara, Ca l i f o rn ia , the Chapel of T r i n i t y College in 
Washington, D .C , and Boston College, these complexes won the American 
I n s t i t u t e of Archi tects gold medal for ecc les ias t ica l archi tecture in 1925, 
1927, and 1930 respect ive ly . Other major projects included bui ld ings for 
Fordham Univers i ty , the Univers i ty of Notre Dame, T r i n i t y College, 
Manhattanvil l e College of the Sacred Heart, Regis College and Holy Cross. One 
of the commissions fo r which Charles Maginnis was most proud was for the 
in te r io r treatment of the apse of H.H. Richardson's T r i n i t y Episcopal Church 
in Boston. Sacred Heart School is one of several bui ld ings and complexes by 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Canmunity: 

Fall River 
Fonn No: 

N-2-22 

Property Name: Sacred Heart School 

Indicate each item on inventory form v îich is being continued below. 

Historical Significance (continued page 2) 
Maginnis and Walsh in Fall River. Among the remaining and most important 
are: Mount Saint Mary's High School, within the Corky Row National Register 
D is t r i c t ; Saint Patrick's Church, a Baroque Romanesque bui lding; the Church of 
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception; and the Memorial Home for the Aged. 
Al l of Maginnis and Walsh designs in Fall River were for the Roman Catholic 
Diocese. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CO^ ŜSION 
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Sacred Heart School 

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below. 
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1. Name 
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3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 
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Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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7. Description 
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8. Significance 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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title date 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

January 16, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull, Keeper ; 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior • • 
P.O. Box 37127 « / 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 , . . ẑ-..-

• y.y.ti 

Dear Ms. Shull: • . 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nonination forms: 

An amendment to the Fall River MRA, Sacred Heart School, 90 Linden Street, 
HPCA #0781-85-MA-85-0802. 

Springfield, Ethel Apartment House, 70 Patton Street, HPCA #10458-MA. 

Springfield, Laurel Hall, 72-74 Patton Street, HPCA #0145-MA. 

Westminster, Ahijah Wood House, 174 Worcester Road. 

Westminster, Nathan Wood House, 164 Worcester Road. 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meetir^ 
and were afforded the opportunity to ccaiment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

'P^<JiAUiAJV 
Betsy Friedberg ^ 
National Roister Director 
Massachusetts Historical Connission 

BF/dr 

Enclosures 
FEB 2 1987 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


