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A massive, two-story house of white clapboards, built in _Haddock, Georgia
circa 1827. The style is classical revival - rather Roman than Greek -
with a pair of attenuated, fluted Tuscan columns rising from an entrance
porch to a balcony and simple pediment. Openlng”bnto the porch and balcony
are paneled double doors with exceptionally fine fanlights with wooden
muntins, the lower semicircular, the upper elliptical. (There are also
‘sem1c1rcu1ar fanlights in the gable ends of the house.) Flanking the doors
are a pair of fluted pilasters, which appear also at the corners of the
facade. The house has four high-ceilinged rooms with a wide center hall on
both floors. A circular stair ascends three flights to the attic and
terminates in a dome with plaster decorations. The interior details are
unusually refined for the Georgia Piedmont. All eight of the mantels are
intact, each of a different design of Adam inspiration; and the downstairs
rooms and the hallways still have the original paint. Each room is decorated
with a different pattern of trompe-1l'oeill wood-graining and/or marbleizing
on the mantels, doors, baseboards and wainscots; and the drawing room and
dining room have elaborate plaster ceiling.decorations and cornices.
Flanking the fireplace in the drawing room are a pair of Adamesque niches
defined with gilt acanthus leaves and Corinthian pilasters. (Frederick

. Nichols has described this room as "certainly one of the handsomest Federal
rooms in Georgia.") In the downstairs hall acanthus leaves also decorate
an arch which has unusual plaster panels.

When the house was moved to Newnan in 1969-70, wings (compatible with
Daniel Pratt's original design) were added to replace the original out-
buildings - kitchen, carriage house, etc. - which had long since been
destroyed. The house now commands a terrace overlooking a tapis vert and
a small lake. Surrounding the house are gardens which have been developed
since the late 1920's.
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The Gordon-Banks House was begun in 1827, and the Egzstructlon took
several years. It was built for John W. Gordon, a gener cak. 3n. the state
militia and a wealthy cotton planter. The archltect-bullder Was'Danlel

kPratt who was born in Temple, New Hampshire, in 1799, and who after a

four-year apprenticeship to a carpenter in a neighboring village, sailed
from Boston to Savannah to seek his fortune in the South. After a year

in Savannah Pratt went to Milledgeville, then the capital of the state;

and from 1821 to 1831 he built seven or eight extraordinary classical

town houses and plantation seats in Baldwin and Jones counties. Frederick
Nichols has described them as "one of the most interesting groups of houses
in upper Georgia," and in fact they are unique in the architecture of

the southern Piedmont. In the 1820's Milledgeville was enjoying a boom
economy when fortunes were sometimes made in a season; and if its closely
knit society was less urbane than its counterpart in Savannah and Charlesto
it was lively and competitive and it had a penchant for elegance and high
living. The houses that Pratt built there not only have intrinsic archi-
tectural value, they also document a colorful social era. In the 1830's
Pratt moved to Alabama and founded the town of Prattville, where he made

a fortune manufacturing cotton gins; and for many years he was the greatest
industrialist of the state. ‘ .

In 1848 John Gordon sold his house to Dr. Horatio Bowen, who installed
his son Thomas and his family there. The Bowens occupied the house during
the Civil War and the Reconstruction years, and in 1880 Thomas Bowen sold
it to his brother-in-law, James Blount, of Macon. The Blount family never
lived in the house, using it only for summer holidays; and it was unoccupie]
for many years until it was removed to its present location in Newnan.

William N. Banks, the present owner's son, composed the above account.
He has been too modest to put his achievement into the perspective it de-
serves. When the Gordon House was acquired for refurbishment as Mrs. Banks
residence, it was isolated and abandoned but in a superb and miraculous -
yet fragile - state of natural preservation. By moving the structure to
the long established gardens of Bankshaven and lavishing the utmost tender
loving care, William Banks has restored the house's locally almost unparall]
original luster. Appearing today essentially the way it did when Daniel
Pratt finished the house, we venture to say it looks as Daniel Pratt
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dreamed his houses should always look. Robert B. Raley, AIA, of Wilmington
Delaware, a long time associate of the Henry Francis DuPont Winterthur
Museum, assisted Mr. Banks.

William R. Mitchell, Jr.
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