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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Montgomery-Janes-Whittaker Home is a frame weatherboarded,two-
story ( with finished attic ) structure. Rectangular in shape, the home
has a gabled roof with two interior chimneys and a large fanlight in each
end gable. Four unfluted Ionic columns support the full height front porticd
which has a flat roof and five bays. Both levels of the facade have a
central double-doored entrance with fanlight -above and sidelights, flanked
by two windows on each side. The second floor doors open onto a cast
ironwork balcony. At the rear the half-hipped one-story verandah is sup-
ported by six tapering Tuscan colums that rest on paneled rectangular
pillars. All windows are double hung, with twelve panes per sash, and
have shutters. The side elevations are identical with four windows per
floor.

In plan the house is a typical central hall type with two rooms on
each side of the hall, both upstairs and down. A circular staircase
rises from the rear of the entrance hall to the second floor and from
there spirals on to the upper banquet hall level. The stair balusters
are plain in design as is the one piece mahogany handrail. Downstairs
| on the west side of the hall is a large double-parlor, or ball room,
with two marble mantels. On the opposite side of the hall is the
dining room (formerly the library) and behind it a kitchen-den (the
original dining room). The second floor consists of four bedrooms and
the hall, while the upper level is one large finished room - the banquet
hall. Each of the first floor rooms and the hall has different and
elaborately executed plaster ceiling medallions and cornice treatments.
Throughout the house all the ceilings are twelve feet in height. The
materials and workmanship represent the finest available, as evidenced
in the excellent woodwork and other outstanding features previously noted.

The two-story portico and the balcony on the front were added 1910

to 1934. The original front portico was probably very much like the rear
portico, as inspection of the weatherboarding suggest some type of roof
construction just above the first floor windows; the rear elevation, with
its Federal style verandah appears unaltered and indicates the probable
style of the entire house. A history of the home composed in 1939 by a
member of the builder's family mentions that the kitchen (long since removed)
was located behind the house and connected by a covered walkway and that
a heart-pine fence formerly surrounded the hosue.

Interior modifications have been limited to the construction of the
kitchen downstairs and two baths upstairs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Montgomery-Janes-Whittaker Home is Federal in design. It is
significant in the cultural development of the Central Alabama Region as
one of the very earliest examples of the elegant plantation homes which
incorporated European fashions and materials into an essentially pioneer
pattern of life and resulted in the indigenous 'Deep Southern' architect-
ure. The most interesting features of the structure are the delicately
crafted fanlights over the front entrances and in the gable ends.

William Montgomery, who built the home about 1822, was a close friend
of Alabama's first great industrialist, Daniel Pratt and, according to
the family story, of General Andrew Jackson, both of whom visited in the
home. It is said Jackson so highly regarded the staircase that he had it
copied for the Hermitage in Nashville. A comparison of the two stair-
cases shows them to be almost identical and the Hermitage staircase was
constructed in 1834, twelve years after the Montgomery house was built; the
staircase in the Dr. Edgar Pope home in Prattville is also very similar.

According to the family history by Mrs. Annie Mae Montgomery Martin,
many materials for the house were prepared in Birmingham, England and ship-
ped to Washington Landing on the Alabama River, where they were transferred
to wagons and drawn by six mule teams to the site. Hardware bears a
Birmingham hallmark. The craftsmen that executed the elaborate plaster
cornice mouldings and ceiling medallions reportedly came from England to
complete the on-site construction and finishings.

'""Buena Vista'' as the home was called by the Montgomerys, remained in
their possession until 1910 when it was purchased by Mary Emma Scott Stewart,
who held title to the house until 1932 when the Federal Land Bank fore-
closed a mortgage. The Stewarts added the present portico and a balcony
as well as three gables. In 1936 thelome was purchased by Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Whittaker. Over a period of years the latter owners removed the
gables added by the Stewarts. The house has been restored and furnished
with appropriate period pieces. Jack Whittaker is the
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Historic American Buildings Survey, 1934.

Martin, Annie Mae M. "Hlstory of the Montgomery Family"
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