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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The half acre site originally enclosed by the fort is presently 
part of an open field which contains a few trees and a stone marker 
erected by the school children of Clark County

The fort was located on the western side of Bassett's Creek on a 
table-land extending for a mile north and south. Eastward is a gentle 
slope which terminates finally in the Bassett's Creek Valley. The fort 
palisades encompassed about a half acre. A three foot trench was dug 
in which 15 foot pine trees were inserted to form a 12 foot high 
palisades. Inside the stockade was a two-story blockhouse which stood 
above the level of the outside walls. Also within the palisade were 
the tents of the settlers.
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Fort Sinquefield was one of a number of rude defenses hastily 
constructed by settlers in southwestern Alabama in the summer of 
1813, following rumors of advancing Creek Indian war parties.

The attack which occured at Sinquefield was part of the first 
major Indian offensive which also included the attack on Fort Mims. 
Along with the widely publicized massacre at Mims, the Sinquefield 
attack signaled the start of a major Indian war and irrevocably 
changed the relationship between the indians and settlers. During 
the war which ensued, the Creeks lost over half their land and within 
20 years were forced to move west of the Mississippi.

In mid-August, the Creeks, heartened by the victory at Burnt 
Corn, held a council at the Holy Ground and divided into two divisions, 
planning simultaneous attacks on Mims and Sinquefield. The larger party 
set out for Mims and on August 30, massacred all but 20 to 40 of the 
estimated 500 people gathered at the fort.

The smaller party led by the prophet Josiah Francis led a party 
of 125 warriors toward Sinquefield. In route the warriors attacked and 
killed 12 settlers who had recently moved from the protection of the 
crowded fort.

A contingent from Fort Madison led by Lt. James Bailey and 
including Issac Hayden was sent to Fort Sinquefield to assist in burying 
the dead. At noon on September 3rd as the ceremonies were being conducte 
the Indians attacked. As the mourners rushed for the protection of the 
fort the Indians saw about 10 women who had been doing wash by the 
nearby spring and rushed to cut off their escape. Hayden watching from 
the fort, mounted a horse and rallied the pack of hunting dogs within 
the fort. With the dogs and a pistol, Hayden confused the Indians long 
enough to cover the retreat of the women, enabling all but one to 
reach the fort safely.

In the attack on the stockade, only one settler was killed and a 
small boy wounded, while eleven of the Indians were killed. Following 
the attack the settlers abandoned the fort, fleeing to the larger 
Fort Madison.
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