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1 . Hame 

historic MnPTOPTFT.n MATN .STRF.RT HTSTORTC DLSTRTCT 

and/or common SAME 

2. Location 

street & number Full length of Main Street from Millers Brook to not for publication 

Pauchaug Brook 
city, town / / o r t h f i e l d vicinity of congressional district f i r s t 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Frank l in code O i l 

3. Classi f icat ion 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture X museum 
buiiding(s) private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure ^ both work in progress X educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu i s i t i on Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object in process X yes: restricted ^ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial X transportation 
no military nthnr-

4. Owner of Property 

name Mi.iltip3e 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 425 Main Street 

city, town Greenfield state MA 

6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 

'̂̂ '̂  the. CoTT̂ mnm̂ 7eâ th has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 1974-197R federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state MA. 02108 



- \ -
Condition 

X excellent 
y good 

fair 

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

K altered 

Check one 
—K. original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Northfield, Massachusetts, founded in 1672, is located on both the east and the west sid'̂ s 
of the Connecticut River at the New Hampshire state line. The Northfield Main Street 
Historic District, about 350 acres, lies on the east side of the river and roughly paral^'' 
to i t . Contained in the district are the two mile long Northfield Main Street and the 1̂ :* 
structures, largely residential, which are ranged along the street in a linear pattem wi;,H 
deep setbacks. Main Street (Routes 10 and 63) runs in an approximately northeast/southwe<» 
direction along the summit of a s l i ^ i t natural use, as i t has since the late seventeenth " 
century when i t was f i r s t laid out as Town Street with deep house lots on either side for 
it s entire length. On the east side of Main Street cultivated fields sweep away from the 
large building lots toward forested h i l l s and mountains. On the west side, similar f i e l i j . 
meet the Connecticut River. Two streams cross Main Street on their v/ay to the river: Mill 
Brook to the north and Millers Brook- to the south. Settlers from Northampton in the early 
1670's found well watered fields already cleared and long under cultivation by the local* 
Indians. 

The buildings within the Northfield Main Street Historic District represent a variety of 
styles ranging from the mid-eighteenth century to the present. Included are several fine 
exan^jles of Second Period, Federal, Greek Revival, and later nineteenth century design 
as Shingle Style and Richardsonian Romanesque. Many of the Federal and Greek Revival hca 
were built by the Steams family who settled in Northfield in about 1799 and whose conqpl 
' account and day books survive. 

.Rudolphus Dickinson, k Northfield resident, described f-lain Street in 1811: 
On either side of the street at convenient distances, stand the buildings 
composing the village --a congregational meeting house, a spacious school 
house - two stories, 58 dwelling houses (2 of three stories, 40 of two stories, 
and 16 of one story), three stores. 

Forty seven of these buildings stand today, including twelve eighteenth century houses. 
Ten of the one and two story dwellings standing in 1811 have, however, been replaced by 
twentieth century structures. 

Three houses were moved to Main Street in the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-̂  
tury when the land on which they were sited east of Main Street near M i l l Brook was puÎ:.'i 
for a summer estate in 1890 by a Mr. Schell (M31, M94, M40 ) 

Northfield's Main Street today retains much of its nineteenth century appearance. Publi 
buildings, business blocks and residences exist side by side in a harmony that is due ir.^ 
large part to the fact that most of the twentieth century buildings follow similar_set^ 
backs and are compatible in scale, texture and color to earlier structures. Building i % 
along Main Stred: are also generously planted with maples, elms, and flowering shrubs v>|̂  
contr.ibute to the nineteenth century character of the streetscape. A linear green spŝ  
separates sidewalks from Main Street i t s e l f . Between the buildings on each side of thi 
are vistas of the fields and h i l l s beyond. 

Alterations to Main Street buildings, such as the addition of porches in the nineteent-
century,.are expressive in the majority of cases of the evolution of taste and are_u»-

. fore integral to the historic fabric of a street To a lesser extent, the ̂ ^̂ ^̂ -̂ ^̂  
or removal of architectural detail appears to have been occasioned by the state ot t^'-
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economy in this farming town. 

There are few intrusions into the overall fabric and scale of Northfield's Main Street. 
These include three gasoline stations, a garage, a f i r e station and two new structures 
which house the post office and a bank, respectively. Two low, one story, shingled 
houses also differ in scale and fabric from most other Main Street structures but ex­
cellent maintenance and landscaping go far to minimize their obtrusiveness. 

103 Main Street (#M99, photo #20) The Belding-Spencer house, built between 1740 and 
1763 on a house lot granted in 1714 to Jonathan Belding, is among the earliest buildings 
s t i l l standing on Northfield ^^ain Street. A two story plus attic frame structure with 
a center entrance, was one room deep unt i l a one and one half story lean to was added on 
the back, or north side. Topped by a shallow pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street, 
the house is clapboard sheathed and has simple comer boards and boxed comices. The 
house's only real ornamentation is i t s later, nineteenth century door frame with side­
lights and heavy entablature. Window surroijnds are extremly simple. The central chim­
ney which would have been original to the house has been removed to make room for a 
center hall. , . 

'73 Main Street (̂ 1̂12, photo #15) The Pomeroy-Goodspeed house, builtc1765, is another 
exanple of Second period frame dwelling which is very plain except for a rather elaborate 
pedimented Georgian doorway. The only other embellishment is in the projecting f i r s t 
floor window caps. The house, which faces Main Street, also has the high hipped roof 
characteristic of Georgian buildings. 

116 Main Street (#M41, photo #24) Built ca. 1785, the Dickinson-Prescott house com-
bines Georgian, Federal, and later nineteenth century decorative detail. Noteworthy 
is i t s high style Federal doorway with leaded glass side and fan lights and pilastered. 
frame. Georgian details include quoins and f i r s t floor window caps as well as the 
high hipped roof. The front porch and side oriel was added during the nineteenth cen­
tury, perhaps ca. 1860. 

178 Main Street (#M62, photo #30) The Federal style Lyman-Hayes house, built ca. 1824, 
is one of the few brick structures on Main Street. Five bays with a center entrance, 
i t has a pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street. Decorative elements on this build­
ing include a recessed side and fan lighted doorway, granite window s i l l s , and flush 
lintels, a corbelled wood comice, and a fan light set into the gable. A frame e l l 
at the back of the house was probably added later in the nineteenth century. 

66 Main Street (#M24, photo #12) Built in 1828 by Sameul S. Steams with the help of 
his brother Calvin, the two story plus attic Steams-Field house represents an early 
attempt by the Steams family of builders to construct a frame dwelling in the transi­
tional Federal"Greek Revival style with a side hall plan. The proportion of the build-
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ing's portico are Ionic rather than Doric though the detail in the entablature is a 
simplification of both. The entrance door combines rather misunderstood and much 
simplified Federal and Greek Revival elements with a perhaps unique result. The door 
surround may in fact not be original. An oval blind window pierces the facade gable 
above the portico. 

4 Main Street (#M4, photo #3) Built by George Steams in 1846, the Greek Revival 
style Callender-Rogers house is.set-gable end to street on a man made rise. Two 
stories plus attic in height, i t has a side hall plan. The building's broad pediment­
ed facade gable is notable for being supported by only three basically doric columns 
rather than the more usual four or five. The pilastered entrance doorway on this house 
shows an understanding of Greek Revival form and detail that was missing on the earlier 
Steam.s-Field house of 1828, (#1̂ 24). 

Numbers 5, 33, and 34 Main Street (#M134, photo #4; #M126, phote #5; HmZ, photo #10) 
were a l l built by the Steams family during the mid 1840's. They show the broad gable, 
doric portico and Greek Revival door and window detailing ofent used by these builders. 

89 Main Street C#M97, photo #18) Built ca. 1846, the Hall-Tosi house combines elements 
'of Greek and Gothic Revival style. A one and one half story wood frame structure 
with an e l l , set gable end to street on a man made rise, the house has two recessed 
comer entry porches, one of which shelters the house's main door. The form of the 
house, i t s two doric porches and deep gable are Greek Revival. Windows on the main 
house, including dormers and a palladian type window in the gable, are topped by 
blind lancets. A delicate arcade of pointed wooden arches on the e l l continues the 
Gothic motif of the main house. The gable and porch enclosed exterior walls are set 
off by flush boarding while a l l the other walls surfaces are clapboard sheathed. 

Main Street (#M95, photo #25) Northfield's Dickinson Memorial Library, built in 
1897 of local granite, was designed by Fitchburg architect H.M. Francis in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style. A central pavillion with a deeply recessed Syrian-
arched entrance dominates the building's main facade and extends the entire height of 
the building. On the second story above the entrance, and rising up into the pavillion 
gable, are three mullioned windows capped by round arches supported on compound piers. 

201 Main Street (#M76, photo #34) Built after 1871, the Towner-Fitt-Powell house has 
the wrap around porch, gables, comer tower and generally varied massing character­
ist i c of the Shingle style. 



8. Signif icance 

Period 
X prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_>L1600-1699 
_X-1700-1799 
_ X 1800-1899 
_ ^ 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
^ archeology-prehistoric 
^ archeology-historic 

agriculture 
architecture 
art 

y. commerce 
communications 

science 
sculpture 

community planning landscape architecture_X- religion 
conservation 
economics 

) i education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

^ politics/government 

^ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates Builder/Architect 

Statement of Signif icance (in one'paragraph) 

The Northfield Main Street Historic District possesses substantial integrity of the location, 
setting, materials and workmanship of it s late eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth 
century architecture. Economic, social and historical factors have combined to protect much 
of the historic streetscape. 

Main Street has important historical associations as the center of the town of Northfield 
since the late seventeenth century when i t was called Town Street. The street has also 
long been associated with and influenced by the educational, social and religious institu­
tions founded in Northfield during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. These have in­
cluded the Nortlifield Academy of Useful Knowledge, 1829, and the Northfield Seminary, found­
ed by the Reverend Dwight L. .Moody in 1879. The latter, known subsequently as the Northfield 
School for Girls, is just outside of the district boundary. Rev. Moody also founded the 
Northfield Conferences, summer religious conferences which have achieved both national and 
intemational recognition. The American Youth Hostel organization was founded in North-
fi e l d in 1934 with headquarters originally at 88 Main Street. 

Founded in 1672, Northfield was f i r s t setteled as a frontier farming community in 1673. 
The English name Northfield was chosen because i t was then the northern most settlement 
on the Connecticut River. Previously prehistoric peoples had occii^ied the area for many 
thousands of years. Archaeological evidence exists for late Archaic and Woodland period 
settlement on the rich alluvial meadows and f e r t i l e plains. Abandoned after i t s destruction 
in 1675, Northfield was again settled in 1685. A substantial fort was built on a lot ( i t is 
not clear exactly which one) near the mid-point of the street. During the following year a 
second fort was built on a height of land south of Mil l Brook "for the protection of the m i l l 
and as a resort for the families located at this end of the street." Northfield was nonethe­
less abandoned again in 1690 and permanent settlement was not effected un t i l 1714. The fort 
constructed in 1686 was rebuilt in 1722 and it s stone foundation was s t i l l in place as late 
as 1825. A stone marker dedicated in 1897 now indicates i t s location. 

During the f i r s t , and second settlements "the Main Street of the village constituted the town." 
This remained the case as late as the 1760's. While Main Street ( s t i l l Town Street in 1723) 
developed into a thriving center for local trade, as well as the residential street of the 
town, grain crops, wool, and flax, were raised successfully in the surrounding fields. 

By 1818 the population of Northfield was put at 1,850 and the dwelling houses numbered 200. 
Fifty-eight of these were on Main Street. Several of the houses built on Main Street both 
before and after this date were constructed by the Steams family and their apprentices. 
(#M5, #M134, #M12, #M127, #M126, #M14, #M24, #M33). The family's complete account and day 
books provide an invaluable resource from which to gleam information on specific buildings 
and on the craftsmen who built and omamented them, Calvin and Samuel Stearns, who came to 
Northfield in 1799, had both previously worked in Boston for about a year on Charles Bulfinch's 

.-anti'.-j.-.. •.!j!!i'.-::^S^::-iX':^''A.J, 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 350+ o r -
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Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The south intersection of routes 10 and 63 is the southem boundary of the d is t r ic t . I t ex­
tends both sides of Main Street along the nearly level southem two-thirds of Main Street and 
thej i iore var 

List a l l stat( 
led and lu l l ing terrain north of M i l l Brook to Moody Street in East Nortiifield, 

state 

s ta tes and coun t i es fo r p roper t i es over lapp ing s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

code county code 

state code county code 

- 11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Anne Booth, Consultant with 
Rosa S. Johnstor^ NDrthfield Historical Commission 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephonfeiy-) 727-8470 

city or town Boston, state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the statejs 

national state 

tatej 

local 

As the designated State" Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89 -
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature y^^^^ig^^^ CJ^-^^aiAifi^' ^ / f ^ S ^ 

Fyeqitive Director. Massachusetts Historical Commissiondate 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keec-er cf the fsiational Register 

At?est-

Chief G ' RtcistTcilion 

date 
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9. Major Bibliography references Con't. 

Ibid. p.165. 
Dickinson, Rudolphus, A Description of Northfield, 1818, Proposed gazeteer, Greenfield,MA. 
Temple and Sheldon, History of Northfield, 1875, Joel Munsell, Albany, N.Y. 
Meyemoff, H., Flow oT~Time in the Connecticut Valley, Northampton 
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Di Guiseppe, van de Kamp, Watkins, Weber, Historic Main Street, Conway School of - Land­
scape Design, Conway, MA. 1977. 

10. Geographical Data con't. 

which is the northem boundary of the district. 

Thence easterly approximately 300 feet to the westerly side line of routes 10 and 63. 

' Thence southerly approximately 500 feet along said side line to a point located approx­
imately 50 feet south of the south of the south wall of the so-called Revell Hall. 
( I t is the intent of this to exclude from the parcel a brick residence, Revell Hall • 
and Holton Hall, a l l being part of the Northfield School Complex.) 

Thence westerly approximately 300 feet along a line located 50 feet south and parallel 
to the south wall of the so-called Revell Hall to a point located 350 feet l e f t of the 
base line of route 10 and 63. -

Thence southerly approximately 4200 feet along a line located 350 feet of and parallel 
to the aforesaid base line to the center line of the channel of Millers Brook as i t 
existed December 31, 1978. 

Thence easterly to the place of beginning, a l l containing approximately 165.75 acres. 

Please also refer t o the attached maps. The d i s t r i c t includes only those buildings 
buildings f r o n t i n g on Main Street and t h e i r acreage. 

NOTE: A proposal is under consideration for the Northfield Campus of the Northfield 
Mount Hermon School to be set off as a seperate historical unit. I t was the sense of 
the Historic District Study Committee that both the Moody Birthplace and the Moody 
Homestead are as much a part of the community as they are a part of the campus and 
that they rightfully belong as a part of the Main Street Historic District. I t is for 
the same reason that the district moves around ReveUHall, Holton Hall and the school 
residence located north of East Northfield Road, but does include the so-called Coyne 
residence located directly north of East Northfield Boai in tre district. 
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Inventory No. Owner 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10, 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 

50. 

Mr, C a r r o l l M i l l e r (c.l850) 
M/M Alv i n Scott (c,1930's) 
M/M Dwight Stearns (c.l951) 
M/M Richard V i e l m e t t i (c.l930) 
M/M Berton Rogers (c,1846) 
M/M Raymond Parenteau (before 1858) 
M/K Francis Reed (c.l927) 
Mrs. John Hogan (c.l970's) 
M/M St:anley Powers (c.l927) 
M/M Raymond Clark {c.l927) 
Shanahan Fuel Co. (c.l921) 
M/M George Leonard (c.l816) 
M/M Alson Monroe (c.l844) 
M/M Douglas Baker (c.l843) 
Mr. Harry Erickson (c.l928) 
M/M Dunham Shepard (c.l966) 
M/M Stephen Bachinski (before 1820) 
M/M Alf r e d Goodwin (c,lB52) 
M/M Lloyd Nicholson (c.l828) 
Mrs. Lester White (c.1940-50) 
Col. & Mrs, Claude Shepard, J r , (c.l783) 
M/M David Mroczek (c,1927) 
N o r t h f i e l d Pharmacy Inc. (c.1839-79) 
M/M Horace F i e l d (c.l828) 
M/M Joseph Patenaude (before 1837) 
M/M David Cook (c.l901) 
Unit:arian Church (c,1870) 
Holloway, Arlene & Marvin (c.l848) 
Miss Bernice Webster (c.1801) 
A. R. Sandri Inc. (c.l970) 
Catholic Parsonage ( e a r l y 1900's) 
St. Patrick Catholic Church (c.l886) 
M/M Henri DeRomoet (c.l840) 
P h y l l i s Derigon (c.l807) 
Mr. Robert D. Abbott (c,1358) 
Ms, Jane Abbott, Mr, Robert D,, & Mrs, 

Dorothy I l l i g (c,1879) 
N,M.H. School (Dr, Jones) (c.1811) 
Mr. Wilbur Podlenski (c.l919) 
Elementary School Complex (c.1941-42) 
M/M Sant Foumier (ear l y 1900's) 
Mrs. Henry Prescott (c.l785) 
M/M Luman Barber (c.1940-50) 
M/M John O'Connell (1716;1759) 
N.M.H.S. (c.1951) 
G i r l Scout Council (c.l951) 
N.M.H. (James Craig) (c.l928) 
N.M.H. (c.1943) 
M/M Jon McGowan (c.l793) 
U.S. Post O f f i c e - P i l g r i m Leasing (c.l970) 

M/M Paul E. Olsen (before 1820) 

Mail or St. Address 

; M i l l e r s F a l l s Rd, 
M i l l e r s F a l l s Rd. 
M i l l e r s F a l l s Rd. 
2 Main St. 
4 Main St. 
8 Main St. 

12 Main St. 
16 Main St. 
20 Main St. 
24 Main St. 
(Tumers Fal 
26 Main St. 
30 Main St. 
34 Main St. 
36 Main St. 
38 Main St. 
40 Main St. 
42 Main St. 
46 Main St. 
48 Main St. 
50 Main St. 
56 Main St. 
60 Main St. 
66 Main St. 
68 Main St. 
70 Main St, 

76 Main St, 

78 Main St. 
82 Main St. 
84 Main St. 
88 Main St, 
92 Main St. 

92 Main St. 
94 Main St, 
96 Main St. 

116 Main St, 
118 Main St, 
120 Main St, 
124 Main St, 
(Northampton, Mass.) 
126 Main St, 
130 Main St, 
134 Main St. 
136 Main St., 
c/o Mackin Co. 
Greenfield, Mass. 

138 Main St. 



51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55, 
5C. 

- 57, 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 

}»70. 
1^71. 
|!r72. 
^73. 
7!*'74. 
1^75. 

76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 

. 83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91, 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 

Greenfield Cooperative Branch Bank (c.l974) 
M/M Emery Whitney (before 1899) 
M/M Bernard Neipp (c.l915) 
Mr, Lewis Wood ( l a t e 1800's) 
M/M Kenneth M i l l e r (before 1935) 
M/M Erwin Kilgore (c.l914) 
M/M Rodman Spencer (c.1960-70's^ 
M/M Vincent Gilmore (c.l853) 
M/M Walter Asseng (c.l910) 
Judith Thompson Flemister ( a f t e r 1855) 
M/M George Hayes (c.l870) 
M/M George Hayes (c.before 1841) 
Mrs, Natialie.Tunison (c,1849) 
Mr. Harold Briesmaster (c.l900) 
Mrs. Evelyn True (before 1776) 
Texaco Station, Druke's (c.l947) 
Holloway & Turner (c.l910) 
Mr. William Kopanou (c.l903) 
M/M Peter Coyne (c.l890) 
N.M.H. (Revell H a l l ) (c.l879) 
N.M.H. (Harris) (c.l900's) 
N.M.H. (c.1885) 
Ms. Louise Kingsbury (c.l855) 
N.M.H. (c.1800) 
N.M.H. (Moody Homestead) (c.l829) 
Mr. Edward M. Powell, J r . ( a f t e r 1871) 
M/M Geoffrey Post ( c , a f t e r 1863) 
M/M Gerald Morse (c.l890) 
Mrs, Marion Dean (c,1919) 
M/M Harold C a r r o l l (c.l828) 
M/M Kenneth Walker (c.l890) 
Mr. George Rockwood (c.l971) 
Mr. Wm. Massey (c.l890) 
M/M Frederick B i l l i e l ( c . e arly 1970*s) 
M/M James Byron {c.l848) 
M/M Harold Young (c.l846) 
M/M John Thayer (c.l895) 
Mrs. Katherine Holmes (c.early 1830's) 
M/M Kimball Chambers (c.l850) 
Miss Marion Holton (c.l882) 
M/M William Hawley (before 1858) 
M/M Charles Barrett (c.l788) 
T r i n i t a r i a n Cong. Church (c.l889) 
M/M Guy Cote (before 1869) 
Dickinson Mem. Library (c.l897) 
M/M Norman Loring (c.l936) 
M/M Michael DiBari (c,1835) 
Spencer's Garage (c.l919) 
Spencer's (mid,1700's, 1740 e a r l i e s t , 

1763 l a t e s t ) 
Podlensky (c,1807) 
Gas Station (Podlensky) (c,1930) 
Fi r e Station (c.1952-53) 
Maxson Estate (c.l765; 1798) 
M/M Antonio Tosi (c.l846) 
Baptist Parsonage (Rev. Tallman) (c.l961) 
Baptist Church (c.l961) 

144 Main St. 
146 Main St. 
148 Main St. 
154 Main St. 
158 Main St. 
160 Main St. 
8 Chula v i s t a Lane 
166 Main St. 
168 Main St. 
174 Main St. 
176 Main St. 
178 Main St. 
180 Main St. 
186 Main St. 
188 Main St. 
190 Main St. 
194 Main St. 
198 Main St, 
204 Main St, 

212 Main St. 
256 Main St. 
262 Main St. 
251 Main St. 

201 Main St. 
197 Main St. 
187 Main St. 
185 Main St. 
181 Main St. 
179 Main St. 
179R Main St. 
179% Main St. 
177 Main St. 
175 Main St, 
173 Main St, 
169 Main St. 
167 Main St. 
163 Main St. 
159 Main St. 
155 Main St. 
153 Main St. 

117 Main St. 

111 Main St. 
109 Main St. 
105 Main St. 

103 Main St. 
97 Main St. 

91 Main St. 
89 Main St. 
87 Main St, 

rr 
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Main Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
N o r t h f i e l d , l-IA 

Owners were o r i g i n a l l y n o t i f i e d of MHC's int e n t to noninate on 7/2/80. ': 
Numerous responses, both for and against were received. 

The State Review Board considered the nomination on 8/13/80 and voted 
unanimously i n favor. 

The nomination was submitted to the National Register on 8/18/80; i t was 
returned to MHC on 2/13/81. 

Owner information was updated between 11/17/81 - 11/22/81 by the Northfield 
H i s t o r i c Commission, and owners were r e n o t i f i e d of MHC's int e n t to nominate 
•on 12/18/81 through legal notice published i n the Greenfield Recorder. This 
legal notice was supplemented by a news story published on 12/10/81. No 
responses were received. , -
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1. Mame 

For HCRS use oniy 

receivec^^p 7 

date entered 

historic WnRTHFTFT.n MATN .RTPHHT HTSTORTf DTSTRTCT 

and'or common SAME 
2. Location 

street & number Full length of Main Street from Millers Brook to 4 ^ not for publication 

city, town 
Pauchaug Brook  
//.-orthfield A ^ v i c i n i t y of congressional district f i r s t 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Franklin code Oil 

3. Classif icat ion 
Category 
^ district 

building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private < 

_2L_ both 
Public Acquisition 
A;A in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
y yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
^ government 

industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name ^tnl t i p l e 

street & number ClMcihUt.. L i f i f 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 425 Main Street 

city, town Greenfield state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 

^— the r.ommnnwpalth has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date T974-197S federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

City, town Boston state MA 02108 



7. .Oescr^pt ion 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
X escellent deteriorated unaltered >< original site 

good ruins K altered moved date / / A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Northfield, Massachusetts, founded in 1672, is located on both the east and the west sides 
of tlie Connecticut River at the New Hampshire state line. The Northfield Main Street 
Historic District, 124.88 acres, lies on the east side of the river and roughly parallel 
to i t . Contained in the district are the two mile long Northfield Main Street and the 135 
structures, largely residential, which are ranged along the street in a linear pattem with 
deep setbacks. Main Street (Routes 10 and 63) runs in an approximately northeast/southwest 
direction along the summit of a slight naturalrise, as i t has since the late seventeenth 
century when i t was f i r s t laid out as Town Street with deep house lots on either side for 
it s entire length. On the east side of Main Street cultivated fields sweep away from the 
large building lots toward forested h i l l s and mountains. On the west side, similar fields 
m.eet the Connecticut River. Two streams cross Main Street on their v;ay to the river: Mill 
Brook to the north and Millers Brook to the south. Settlers from Northajiipton in the early 
1670's found well watered fields already cleared and long under cultivation by the local 
Indians. 

The buildings within the Northfield ^fein Street Historic District represent a variety cf 
styles ranging from the mid-eighteenth century to the present. Included are several fine 
examples of Second Period, Federal, Greek Revival, and later nineteentii century design such 
as Shingle Style and Richardsonian Romanesque. Many of the Federal and Greek Revival houses 
were built by the Steams family who settled in Northfield in about 1799 and whose complete 
account and day books survive. 

Rudolphus Dickinson, a Northfield resident, described Main Street in 1811: 
On either side of the street at convenient distances, stand the buildings : 
composing the village --a congregational meeting house, a spacious school 
house - two stories, 58 dwelling houses (2 of three stories, 40 of t\sO stories, 
and 16 of one story), three stores. 

Forty seven of these buildings stand today, including tAselve eighteenth century houses. 
Ten of the one and two story dwellings standing in 1811 have, however, been replaced by 
twentieth century structures. 

Three houses were moved to Main Street in the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen­
tury when the land on which they were sited east of Main Street near M i l l Brook was purchased 
for a summer estate in 1890 by a Mr. Schell (M31, M94, M40 ) 

Northfield's Main Street today retains much of it s nineteenth century appearance. Public 
buildings, business blocks and residences exist side by side in a harmony that is due in 
large part to the fact that most of the twentieth century buildings follow similar set 
backs and are compatible in scale, texture and color to earlier structures. Building lots 
along Main Street are also generously planted with maples, elms, and flov.'ering shrubs which 
contribute to the nineteenth century character of the streetscape. A linear green space 
separates sidewalks from Main Street i t s e l f . Between the buildings on each side of the street 
are vistas of the fields and h i l l s beyond. 

-Alterations to Main Street buildings, such as the addition of porches in the nineteenth 
century, are expressive in the majority of cases of the evolution of taste and are there­
fore integral to the historic fabric of a street To a lesser extent, the addition 
or removal of architectural detail appears to have been occasioned by the state of the 
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economy in this farming town. ' 

There are few intrusions into the overall fabric and scale of Northfield's Main Street. 
These include three gasoline stations, a garage, a fi r e station and tv̂'o new structures 
which house the post office and a bank, respectively. Two low, one story, shingled 
houses also differ in scale and fabric from most other Main Street structures but ex­
cellent maintenance and landscaping go far to minimize their obtrusiveness. 

105 Main Street (#M99, photo #20) The Belding-Spencer house, built between 1740 and 
1763 on a house lot granted in 1714 to Jonathan Belding, is among the earliest buildings 
s t i l l standing on Northfield Main Street. A two story plus attic fram̂ e structure with 
a center entrance, was one room deep unt i l a one and one half story lean to was added on 
the back, or north side. Topped by a shallow pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street, 
the house is clapboard sheathed and has sinple comer boards and boxed comices. The 
house's only real ornamentation is i t s later, nineteenth century door frame with side­
lights and heavy entablature. Window surrounds are extremly sijiiple. The central chim­
ney which would have been original to the house has been removed to make room for a 
center hall. . 

75 Main Street (#M112, photo #15) The Pomeroy-Goodspeed house, built c 1765, is another 
exanple of Second period frame dwelling which is very plain except for a rather elaborate 
pedimented Georgian doorway. The only other embellishment is in the projecting f i r s t 
floor window caps. The house, which faces Main Street, also has the high hipped roof 
characteristic of Georgian buildings. 

116 Main Street (#M41, photo #24) Built ca. 1785, the Dickinson-Prescott house com-
bines Georgian, Federal, and later nineteenth century decorative detail. Noteworthy 
is i t s high style Federal doorway with leaded glass side and fan lights and pilastered 
frame. Georgian details include quoins and f i r s t floor window caps as well as the 
high hipped roof. The front porch and side oriel was added during the nineteenth cen­
tury, perhaps ca. 1860. 

178 Main Street [#M62, photo #50) The Federal style Lyman-Hayes house, built ca. 1824, 
is one of the few brick structures on Main Street. Five bays with a center entrance, 
i t has a pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street. Decorative elements on this build­
ing include a recessed side and fan lighted doorway, granite window s i l l s , and flush 
li n t e l s , a corbelled wood comice, and a fan light set into the gable. A frame e l l 
at the back of the house was probably added later in the nineteenth century. 

66 Main Street (#M24, photo #12) Built in 1828 by Sameul S. Steams with the help of 
his brother Calvin, the two story plus attic Steams-Field house represents an early 
attempt by the Steams family of builders to construct a frame dwelling in the transi­
tional Federal-Greek Revival style with a side hall plan. The proportion of the build-
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ing's portico are Ionic rather than Doric though the detail in the entablature is a 
simplification of both. The entrance door combines rather misunderstood and much 
simplified Federal and Greek Revival elements with a perhaps unique result. The door 
surround may in fact not be original. An oval blind window pierces the facade gable 
above the portico. 

4 Main Street (#M4, photo #5) Built by George Steams in 1846, the Greek Revival 
style Callender-Rogers house is set gable end to street on a man made rise. Two 
stories plus attic in height, i t has a side hall plan. The building's broad pediment­
ed facade gable is notable for being supported by only three basically doric columns 
rather than the more usual four or five. The pilastered entrance doorway on this house 
shows an understanding of Greek Revival form and detail that was missing on the earlier 
Steams-Field house of 1828, (#M24). 

Numbers 5, 35, and 54 Main Street (#M134, photo #4; #M126, phote #5; #M15, photo #10) 
were a l l built by the Steams family during the mid 1840's. They show the broad gable, 
doric portico and Greek Revival door and window detailing ofent used by these builders. 

89 Main Street (#M97, photo #18) Built ca. 1846, the Hall-Tosi house combines elements 
of Greek and Gothic Revival style. A one and one half story wood frame structure 
with an e l l , set gable end to street on a man made rise, the house has two recessed 
comer entry porches, one of which shelters the house's main door. The form of the 
house, its two doric porches and deep gable are Greek Revival. Windows on the main 
house, including dormers and a palladian type window in the gable, are topped by 
blind lancets. A delicate arcade of pointed wooden arches on the e l l continues the 
Gothic motif of the main house. The gable and porch enclosed exterior walls are set 
off by flush boarding while a l l the other walls surfaces are clapboard sheathed. 

Main Street (#M95, photo #25) Northfield's Dickinson Memorial Library, built in 
1897 of local granite, was designed by Fitchburg architect H.M. Francis in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style. A central pavillion with a deeply recessed Syrian-
arched entrance dominates the building's main facade and extends the entire height of 
the building. On the second story above the entrance, and rising up into the pavillion 
gable, are three mullioned windows capped by round arches supported on compound piers. 

201 Main Street (#M76, photo #54) Built after 1871, the TowTier-Fitt-Powell house has 
the ̂ sTap around porch, gables, comer tower and generally varied massing character­
is t i c of the Shingle style. 

iM i im 



8. Signcficance 
Period 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_2<_ 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_J2L 1800-1899 
_;2^ 1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
y- archeology-prehistoric community planning 
7^ archeology-historic 

agriculture 
\ ^ architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 

^ education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
Industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature . 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates N/A Builder/Architect Calvin and Samuel Steams 
Statement of Signif icance (in one paragraph) 

The Northfield Main Street Historic District has been the ancient center of 
settlement and community activities, from prehistoric times through the early 
twentieth century. Economic, social, and historical factors have combined to 
protect much of the character of the streetscape. The area contains 
significant areas of prehistoric archaeological significance; has continued as the 
focal point for residential, commercial, and institutional activities for the 
torn for over 250 years; and retains a highly distinctive architecture from the 
early 19th centur)', constructed by a noted local family of designer/builders. 

I t thus meets criteria A, C, and D of the National Register of Historic Places. 

Main Street has important historical associations as the center of the to\<!n of 
Northfield since the late seventeenth century when i t was called Toun Street. Tne 
street has also long been associated with and influenced by the educational, 
social and religious institutions founded in Northfield during the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. These have included the Northfield Academy of Useful 
Knowledge, 1829, and the Northfield Seminary, founded by the Reverend IXs-ight L. Moody 
in 1879. The latter, known subsequently as the Northfield School for Girls, is just 
outside of the district boundary. Rev. >body also founded the Northfield Conferences, 
summer religious conferences which have achieved both national and intemational 
recognition. The American Youth Hostel organization was founded in Northfield 
in 1954 with headquarters originally at 88 Main Street. 

Founded in 1672, Northfield was f i r s t settled as a frontier farming community in 1673. 
The English name Northfield was chosen because i t was then the northernmost settle- -
ment on the Connecticut River. Previously prehistoric peoples had occupied the 
area for many thousands of years. Archaeological evidence exists for late Archaic 
and Ifoodland period settlement on the rich alluvial meadows and fertile plains. 
Abandoned after i t s destruction in 1675, Northfield was again settled in 1685. 
A substantial fort was built on a lot ( i t is not clear exactly which one) near . 
the mid-point of the street. During tlie following year a second fort was 
built on a height of land south of Mill Brook "for the protection of the mill 
and as a resort for the families located at this end of the street." Northfield 
was noentheless abandoned again in 1690 and permanent settlement was not affected 
until 1714. The fort constmcted in 1686 was rebuilt in 1722 and it s stone 
foundation was s t i l l in place as late as 1825. A stone marker dedicated in 
1897 now indicates i t location. 

During the f i r s t and second settlements "the Main Street of the village 
constituted the tora." This remained the case as late as the 1760's. •l\'hile 
Main Street ( s t i l l Town Street in 1723) developed into a thriving center for local 
trade, as well as the residential street of the to\\n, grain crops, wool, and 
flax, were raised successfully in the surrounding fields. 

The Main Street Historic District is most remarkable for i t s early nineteenth 
century development, for which the creative Steams family is largely responsible. •. 
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By 1818, the population of Northfield was put at 1,850 and the dwelling houses 
numbered 200. Fifty-eight of these were on Main Street. A significant number 
of the Main Street houses built in the f i r s t decades of this century were 
constructed by the Steams family and their apprentices. Their highly localized 
and imaginative designs provide the most distinctive feature of the streetscape. 
In addition, the family's complete account and day books survive and provide j 
an invaluable resource from which to glean information on specific buildings 
and on the craftsmen who built and omamented them. 

Calvin and Samuel Steams, who came to Northfield in 1799, had both previously 
worked in Boston for about a year on Charles Bulfinch's India hharf and 
with Peter Banner. They also worked in Windsor and Springfield, Vermont and 
with Josiah Oaks in Brookfield, Vermont. Together with Calvin's six sons, Calvii 
and Samuel Steams introduced the Federal and Greek Revival styles to this 
Connecticut River Valley Town. The names and specialties of several members 
of the firm are known today. Calvin Steams was a builder of, among other 
things, elegant staircases; Harvey Field omamented columns, and one S. Nortor. 
was skilled finisher. Carpenters who worked with the Steams included Stephen 
Crowfoot, Hopni King, and later John Field, and the Russell brothers. 

In 1976 the Anthropology Dept. of U. Mass., Amherst, sponsored a fi e l d 
school survey of the prehistoric sites in the tovvn of Northfield, under the 
direction of Dr. Dina Dincauze. One prehistoric site was discovered during the 
survey which produced flakes and charcoal; given the broad nature of the sur\'-ey 
effort, the site was not evaluated, so infoimation on site size, chronology 
and significance is not available. Several other prehistoric sites are knoi\'n 
from areas adjacent to the proposed Northfield Main Street Historic District. 
"Prehistoric archaeology" is checked on the NR form due to the site potential 
which has been demonstrated, even after a preliminary field survey in the area. 







L i s t of owners f o r Main Street N o r t h f i e l d continued 
Nfld H i s t o r i c a l Ccmm. Owner Street Address 
Inventory number 

Kail Address 
i f d i f f e r e n t 

49. 
Glen Street 
M i l l Brook 
M i l l Street 

50. . 
51. r-^• 
52. 
53. ' 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. V 

Pi l g r i m Leasing 136 Main St. 

Mrs. Paul Olsen 
Cooperative Branch Bank 
M/M Emery Whitney 
M/M Bernard Nelpp 
Mr. Lewis Wood 
M/M Kenneth M i l l e r 
M/M Erwin Kilgore 

, M/M Rodman Suencer 

58. Joanne Gardner,Thomas Boisvert 
#59 M/M Walter Asseng - burned 

60. Judith Flemister,Irene Thompson 
61. Mrs. George Hayes 
62. M/M Charles Coy 
63. Beverly Briesmaster,Harold Brles 

Ellen Helgason,Natalie Tunlson 
64. ' Dorothy Gray, Lorraine Gray 
65. , Mrs. Evelyn True 
66. Druke's Texaco Station 
67. Holloway and Turner 
68. Mr. William Kopanou 

East N o r t h f i e l d Rd. 
69. Mrs. Edna Coyne 

North Bound of Natlona 

138 Main St. 
144 Main St. 
146 Main St. 
148 Main St. 
154 Mam St. 
158 Main St. 
160 Main St. 

Mam St. 

166 Mam St. 
168 Mam St. 
174 Mam St. 
176 Main St. 
178 Main St. 
master, 
180 Mam St. 
186 Main St. 
188 Mam St. 
190 Main St. 
194 Main St. 
198 Mam St. 

Mackin Co., Gfld. 

Federal St., Gfld. 

8Chula Vista. Lane, 
Nfld . 

204 Main St. 
1 ReK;lster D i s t r i d 

Diagonally cross Main St. to i n t e r s e c t i o n 
return south on the east side of Main St, 

of Main St. and Moody St,and 

76. • Mr. Edward Powell,Jr. 201 Main St. 
77. - Mr. Geoffrey Post 197 Mam St. 
78. • M/M Gerald Morse 187 Main St. 
79. '= = "Mrs. Marion Dean 185 Main St, 
80. M/M Harold C a r r o l l 181 Main St. 
81. - M/M Kenneth Walker 179 Main St. 
82. " K/M Walter Sanieski 179rMain St, 
83. Mr. Leslie Crochler 179rMain St. 
84. M/M Frederick B i l l i e l 177 Mam St. 
85. M/M James Byron 175 Main St. 
86. Mrs. Harold Young 173 Main St. 
87. M/M John Thayer 169 Main St. 
88. Mrs. Katherine Holmes 167 Mam St. 

• 89. Kenneth Miller,Velma M i l l e r , • 89. 
Kenneth M i l l e r Jr. 163 Main St. 

Elm Ave. 
90. Miss Marion Holton , 159 Main St. 
91. M/M James Williams 155 Mam St. 
92. M/M Charles Ba r r e t t 153 Main St. 

Holton St, 
Main St. 93. : T r i n i t a r i a n Cong. Church Main St. 

94. M/M Guy Cote 117 Main St. 
95. Dickinson Memorial Library Mam St. 

Dickinson St. 

Kior4K4u-lcl- K4 \^(JrrAj^ 
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13 . Other 
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1. Name 

date entered 

historic NnRTHFTFJ.n MATN STRFPT HISTORIC DISTRICT 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Full length of Main Street from Millers Brook to 4 ^ not for publication 

city, town 
Pauchaug Brook  
Viorthfield (M^vic in i ty of congressional district f i r s t 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Franklin code Oil 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
building(s) 

. structure 
site 

. object 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 

JC_both 
Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 

m process 
being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
^ government 

industrial 
military 

X museum 
park 

X private residence 
X religious 

scientific 
X transportation 

other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple 

street & number (AftlPiCk£jCL. 

city, town / a vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 425 Main Street 

city, town Greenfield state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 
the Commnnweal th has this property been determined elegible? . yes no 

date 1974-19 7R . federal state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

] city, town Boston state MA 02108 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
—X- excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

Northfield, Massachusetts, founded in 1672, is located on both the east and the west sides 
of the Connecticut River at the New Hampshire state line. The Northfield Main Street 
Historic District, 124.88 acres, lies on the east side of the river and roughly parallel 
to i t . Contained in the district are the two mile long Northfield Main Street and the 135 
structures, largely residential, which are ranged along the street in a linear pattem with 
deep setbacks. Main Street (Routes 10 and 63) runs in an approximately northeast/southwest 
direction along the summit of a s l i ^ t naturalrise, as i t has since the late seventeenth 
century when i t was f i r s t laid out as Town Street with deep house lots on either side for 
its entire length. On the east side of Main Street cultivated fields sweep away from the 
large building lots toward forested h i l l s and mountains. On the west side, similar fields 
meet the Connecticut River. Two streams cross Main Street on their way to the river: Mill 
Brook to the north and Millers Brook to the south. Settlers from Northampton in the early 
1670's found well watered fields already cleared and long under cultivation by the local 
Indians. 

The buildings within the Northfield Main Street Historic District represent a variety of 
styles ranging from the mid-eighteenth century to the present. Included are several fine 
exan^jles of Second Period, Federal, Greek Revival, and later nineteenth century design such 
as Shingle Style and Richardsonian Romanesque. Many of the Federal and Greek Revival houses 
were built by the Steams family who settled in Northfield in about 1799 and whose complete 
account and day books survive. 

Rudolphus Dickinson, 4 Northfield resident, described Main Street in 1811: 
On either side of the street at convenient distances, stand the buildings . 
composing the village --a congregational meeting house, a spacious school 
house - two stories, 58 dwelling houses (2 of three stories, 40 of two stories, 
and 16 of one story), three stores. 

Forty seven of these buildings stand today, including twelve eighteenth century houses. 
Ten of the one and two story dwellings standing in 1811 have, however, been replaced by 
twentieth century structures. 

Three houses were moved to Main Street in the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen­
tury when the land on which they were sited east of Main Street near Mill Brook was purchased 
for a summer estate in 1890 by a Mr. Schell (M31, M94, M40 ) 

Northfield's Main Street today retains much of its nineteenth century appearance. Public 
buildings, business blocks and residences exist side by side in a harmony that is due in 
large part to the fact that most of the twentieth century buildings follow similar set 
backs and are compatible in scale, texture and color to earlier structures. Building lots 
along Main Street are also generously planted with maples, elms, and flowering shrubs which 
contribute to the nineteenth century character of the streetscape. A linear green space 
separates sidewalks from Main Street itself. Between the buildings on each side of the street 
are vistas of the fields and h i l l s beyond. 

Alterations to Main Street buildings, such as the addition of porches in the nineteenth 
century, are expressive in the majority of cases of the evolution of taste and are there­
fore integral to the historic fabric of a street To a lesser extent, the addition 
or removal of architectural detail appears to have been occasioned by the state of the 
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economy in this farming town. 

There are few intrusions into the overall fabric and scale of Northfield's Main Street. 
These include three gasoline stations, a garage, a fire station and two new structures 
which house the post office and a bank, respectively. Two low, one story, shingled 
houses also differ in scale and fabric from most other Main Street structures but ex­
cellent maintenance and landscaping go far to minimize their obtrusiveness. 

103 Main Street (#M99, photo #20) The Belding-Spencer house, built between 1740 and 
1763 on a house lot granted in 1714 to Jonathan Belding, is among the earliest buildings 
s t i l l standing on Northfield Main Street. A two story plus attic frame structure with 
a center entrance, was one room deep until a one and one half story lean to was added on 
the back, or north side. Topped by a shallow pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street, 
the house is clapboard sheathed and has sirple comer boards and boxed comices. The 
house's only real omamentation is i t s later, nineteenth century door frame with side­
lights and heavy entablature. Window surrounds are extremly simple. The central chim­
ney which would have been original to the house has been removed to make room for a 
center hall. 

73 Main Street (#M112, photo #15) The Pomeroy-Goodspeed house, builtc1765, is another 
exanple of Second period frame dwelling which is very plain except for a rather elaborate 
pedimented Georgian doorway. The only other embellishment is in the projecting f i r s t 
floor window caps. The house, which faces Main Street, also has the high hipped roof 
characteristic of Georgian buildings. 

116 Main Street (#M41, photo #24) Built ca. 1785, the Dickinson-Prescott house com-
bines Georgian, Federal, and later nineteenth century decorative detail. Noteworthy 
is its high style Federal doorway with leaded glass side and fan lights and pilastered 
frame. Georgian details include quoins and f i r s t floor window caps as well as the 
high hipped roof. The front porch and side oriel was added during the nineteenth cen­
tury, perhaps ca. 1860. 

178 Main Street (#M62, photo #30) The Federal style Lyman-Hayes house, built ca. 1824, 
is one of the few brick structures on Main Street. Five bays with a center entrance, 
i t has a pitched roof, ridge parallel to the street. Decorative elements on this build­
ing include a recessed side and fan lighted doorway, granite window s i l l s , and flush 
lintels, a corbelled wood comice, and a fan light set into the gable. A frame e l l 
at the back of the house was probably added later in the nineteenth century. 

66 Main Street (#M24, photo #12) Built in 1828 by Sameul S. Steams with the help of 
his brother Calvin, the two story plus attic Steams-Field house represents an early 
attempt by the Steams family of builders to construct a frame dwelling in the transi­
tional Federal-Greek Revival style with a side hall plan. The proportion of the build-
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ing's portico are Ionic rather than Doric though the detail in the entablature is a 
simplification of both. The entrance door combines rather misunderstood and much 
simplified Federal and Greek Revival elements with a perhaps unique result. The door 
surround may in fact not be original. An oval blind window pierces the facade gable 
above the portico. 

4 Main Street (#M4, photo #3) Built by George Steams in 1846, the Greek Revival 
style Callender-Rogers house is set gable end to street on a man made rise. Two 
stories plus attic in height, i t has a side hall plan. The building's broad pediment­
ed facade gable is notable for being supported by only three basically doric columns 
rather than the more usual four or five. The pilastered entrance doorway on this house 
shows an understanding of Greek Revival form and detail that was missing on the earlier 
Steams-Field house of 1828, (#M24). 

Numbers 5, 33, and 34 Main Street (#M134, photo #4; #M126, phote #5; #M13, photo #10) 
were a l l built by the Steams family during the mid 1840's. They show the broad gable, 
doric portico and Greek Revival door and window detailing ofent used by these builders. 

89 Main Street (#M97, photo #18) Built ca. 1846, the Hall-Tosi house combines elements 
of Greek and Gothic Revival style. A one and one half story wood frame structure 
with an e l l , set gable end to street on a man made rise, the house has two recessed 
comer entry porches, one of which shelters the house's main door. The form of the 
house, its two doric porches and deep gable are Greek Revival. Windows on the main 
house, including dormers and a palladian type window in the gable, are topped by 
blind lancets. A delicate arcade of pointed wooden arches on the e l l continues the 
Gothic motif of the main house. The gable and porch enclosed exterior walls are set 
off by flush boarding while a l l the other wall surfaces are clapboard sheathed. 

Main Street (#M95, photo #25) Northfield's Dickinson Memorial Library, built in 
1897 of local granite, was designed by Fitchburg architect H.M. Francis in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style. A central pavillion with a deeply recessed Syrian-
arched entrance dominates the building's main facade and extends the entire height of 
the building. On the second story above the entrance, and rising up into the pavillion 
gable, are three mullioned windows capped by round arches supported on compound piers. 

201 Main Street (#M76, photo #34) Built after 1871, the Towner-Fitt-Powell house has 
the wrap around porch, gables, comer tower and generally varied massing character­
istic of the Shingle style. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_2< 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education ! 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

. religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specif ic dates N/A Builder/Architect Calvin and Samuel Steams 
statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

The Northfield Main Street Historic District has been the ancient center of 
settlement and community activities, from prehistoric times through the early 
twentieth century. Economic, social, and historical factors have combined to 
protect much of the character of the streetscape. The area contains 
significant areas of prehistoric archaeological significance; has continued as the 
focal point for residential, commercial, and institutional activities for the 
town for over 250 years; and retains a highly distinctive architecture from the 
early 19th century, constructed by a noted local family of designer/builders. 

I t thus meets criteria A&-C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

Main Street has important historical associations as the center of the town of 
Northfield since the late seventeenth century when i t was called Town Street. The 
street has also long been associated with and influenced by the educational, 
social and religious institutions founded in Northfield during the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. These have included the Northfield Academy of Useful 
Knowledge, 1829, and the Northfield Seminary, founded by the Reverend Dwight L. Moody 
in 1879. The latter, known subsequently as the Northfield School for Girls, is just 
outside of the district boundary. Rev. Moody also founded the Northfield Conferences, 
summer religious conferences which liave achieved both national and intemational 
recognition. The American Youth Hostel organization was founded in Northfield 
in 1934 with headquarters originally at 88 Main Street. 

Founded in 1672, Northfield was f i r s t settled as a frontier farming community in 1673. 
The English name Northfield was chosen because i t was then the northernmost settle­
ment on the Connecticut River. Previously prehistoric peoples had occupied the 
area for many thousands of years. Archaeological evidence exists for late Archaic 
and Woodland period settlement on the rich alluvial meadows and fertile plains. 
Abandoned after it s destmction in 1675, Northfield was again settled in 1685. 
A substantial fort was built on a lot ( i t is not clear exactly which one) near 
the mid-point of the street. During the following year a second fort was 
built on a height of land south of Mill Brook "for the protection of the mill 
and as a resort for the families located at this end of the street." Northfield 
was noentheless abandoned again in 1690 and permanent settlement was not affected 
until 1714. The fort constmcted in 1686 was rebuilt in 1722 and its stone 
foundation was s t i l l in place as late as 1825. A stone marker dedicated in 
1897 now indicates i t location. 

During the f i r s t and second settlements "the Main Street of the village 
constituted the town." This remained the case as late as the 1760's. While 
Main Street ( s t i l l Town Street in 1723) developed into a thriving center for local -
trade, as well as the residential street of the town, grain crops, wool, and 
flax were raised successfully in the surrounding fields. ; , ; , •». , 

The Main Street Historic District is most remarkable for its early nineteenth 
century development, for which the creative Steams family is largely responsible. 



9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 
Dincauze, Dena, Report Archaeological Slimmer School, 1976-1977, University of MA, 1976, 1977. 
Everts, Louis H., History of the Connecticut Valley, 1879, Philadelphia, p. 654. 
Parsons, H.G. Puritan (Jutpost, 1̂ 3/, Macmillan LO., New York 
Temple and Sheldon, History oT Northfield, 1875, Joel Munsell, Albany, N.Y. 
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11. Form Prepared By 
Aime Booth, Consultant with  

name/title Rosa S. Johnstone Northfield Historical Commission 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727 -8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fortb>^y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

i^ecutive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission ^̂ ^̂  z/zS/fez. titl< 

For HCRS use only 
I hereb)^ certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

AJChief of Registration 

date ^ 

date 7, J 
G P O 9 38 8 3 5 
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By 1818, the population of Northfield was put at 1,850 and the dwelling houses 
numbered 200. Fifty-eight of these were on Main Street. A significant number 
of the Main Street houses built in the f i r s t decades of this century were 
constructed by the Steams family and their apprentices. Their highly localized 
and imaginative designs provide the most distinctive feature of the streetscape. 
In addition, the family's complete account and day books survive and provide 
an invaluable resource from which to glean information on specific buildings 
and on the craftsmen who built and omamented them. 

Calvin and Samuel Steams, who came to Northfield in 1799, had both previously 
worked in Boston for about a year on Charles Bulfinch's India Wharf and 
with Peter Banner. They also worked in Windsor and Springfield, Vermont and 
with Josiah Oaks in Brookfield, Vermont. Together with Calvin's six sons, Calvin 
and Samuel Steams introduced the Federal and Greek Revival styles to this 
Connecticut River Valley Town. The names and specialties of several members 
of the firm are known today. Calvin Stearns was a builder of, among other 
things, elegant staircases; Harvey Field omamented columns, and one S. Norton 
was<askilled finisher. Carpenters who worked with the Steams included Stephen 
Crowfoot, Hopni King, and later John Field, and the Russell brothers. 

In 1976 the Anthropology Dept. of U. Mass., Amherst, sponsored a field 
school survey of the prehistoric sites in the town of Northfield, under the 
direction of Dr. Dina Dincauze. One prehistoric site was discovered during the 
survey which produced flakes and charcoal; given the broad nature of the survey 
effort, the site was not evaluated, so information on site size, chronology 
and significance is not available. Several other prehistoric sites are known 
from areas adjacent to the proposed Northfield Main Street Historic District. 
"Prehistoric archaeology" is checked on the NR fonn due to the site potential 
which has been demonstrated, even after a preliminary field survey in the area. 

The Northfield Main Street Historic District should be considered to contain 
historic archaeological properties relating to the earliest settlement of the torn. 
As Main Street was originally laid out in the late 17th century, archaeological traces 
of the earliest structures (residences, forts, mills) can probably be found along 
the street. The designated site of the early historic fort may be an example of 
the archaeological potential within the district. Archaeological survey and 
excavation of 17th and 18th century deposits could produce a collection of artifacts 
and cultural material which, upon analysis, could provide insight into questions 
conceming the repeated settlement and abandonment of the early frontier communities 
of Northfield. The success or failure of historic frontier settlements has become 
a recent focus of research in historic archaeology (e.g., Thorbahn and Mrozowski, 
1979). Causative factors affecting abandonment, considering such topics as 
intercultural conflict or economic, social or ecological factors, have been of 
particular concem, for they can often be identified through a combined analysis 
of documentary and archaeological data. The Northfield Main Street Historic District 
could serve as an excellent case study for understanding how and why early frontier 
settlements succeeded or failed. 







L i s t of owners f o r Main Street N o r t h f i e l d continued 
Nfld H i s t o r i c a l Comm, Owner Street Address 
Inventory number 

Mall Address 
i f d i f f e r e n t 

49. 
Glen Street 
M i l l Brook 
M i l l Street 

50. 
51, 
52. 
53. J 
5̂ . 
55. 
56. 
57. 

Pilgrim Leasing 

Mrs. Paul Olsen 
Cooperative Branch Bank 
M/M Emery Whitney 
M/M Bernard Nelpp 
Mr. Lewis Wood 
M/M Kenneth M i l l e r 
M/M Erwin Kilgore 
M/M Rodman Spencer 

136 Main St. 

138 Main St. 
144 Main St. 
146 Mam St, 
148 Main St. 
154 Mam St, 
158 Main St. 
160 Main St. 

Mam St. 

Mackin Co., Gfld. 

Federal St., Gfld. 

58. 

60, 
61. 
62. 
63. 

#59 
166 Main St. 
168 Mam St. 

8Chula Vista Lane, 
Nfld. 

64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 

East Nort h f l 
69. 

Joanne Gardner,Thomas Boisvert 
M/M Walter Asseng - burned 

Judith Flemister,Irene Thompson 174 Main St. 
Mrs. George Hayes I76 Main St. 
M/M Charles Coy I78 Main St. 
Beverly Briesmaster,Harold Briesmaster, 
Ellen Helgason,Natalie Tunlson I80 Main St. 
Dorothy Gray, Lorraine Gray 
Mrs. Evelyn True 
Druke's Texaco Station 
Holloway and Turner 
Mr. William Kopanou 

eld Rd. 
Mrs. Edna Coyne 

186 Main St. 
188 Mam St. 

Mam St. 
Main St. 
Mam St. 

190 
194 
198 

204 Main St.  
North Bound of National Register D i s t r i c t 

Diagonally cross Main St. to i n t e r s e c t i o n 
r e tum south on the east side of Main St. 

of Main St. and Moody St,and 

76. Mr. Edward Powell,Jr. 201 Mam St. 
77. ' Mr. Geoffrey Post 197 Main St. 
78. V M/M Gerald Morse 187 Main St. 
79. Mrs. Marion Dean 185 Mam St. 
80. M/M Harold C a r r o l l 181 Mam St. 
81. M/M Kenneth Walker 179 Main St. 
82. M/M Walter Sanieski . 179rMam St. 
83. Mr. Leslie Crochler 179rMain St. 
84. M/M Frederick B i l l i e l 177 Main St. 
85. M/M James Byron 175 Main St. 
86. Mrs. Harold Yoiing 173 Mam St. 
87. M/M John Thayer 169 Main St. 
88. Mrs. Katherine Holmes 167 Main St. 
89. Kenneth Miller,Velma M i l l e r , 

Kenneth M i l l e r Jr. 163 Main St. 
Elm Ave. 

90. Miss Marion Holton 159 Main St. 
91. M/M James Williams 155 Main St. 
92. M/M Charles Barrett 153 Main St. 

Holton St. 
Main St. 93. T r i n i t a r i a n Cong. Church Main St. 

94. - M/M Guy Cote 117 Main St. 
95. Dickinson Memorial Library Main St. 

Dickinson St. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
l l l l l l l m i Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 

H I Q T n D I O A l Boston, Massachusetts 

l 2 > i U r i l < ^ M L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

May 28, 1982 

Ms. Carol D. Shuil, Acting Keeper . . 
Division o£ the National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
440 G. St. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shuil, 
Enclosed are two National Register nomination forms which were retumed to us 
earlier this month for technical and substantive corrections. The substantive 
corrections include the following: 

Brockton - Li t t l e Red School House 
Section 8 has been expanded to include more information on the school's role 
within the community, as well as a statement of its architectural significance. 
This analysis is based on the recently completed state survey of the South­
eastern Massachusetts region. I t is hoped that this information w i l l justify 
the 1959 move of two blocks. 

(XNorthfield - Northfield Main Street Historic District 
Several areas of significance, checked on the top of Section 8 have been 
deleted leaving pre-historic and historic archaeology, architecture and 
exploration/settlement. ' : 

* Criterion D has been deleted since no sites have actually been located or 
evaluated although the potential for their existence is high. • 
The National Register staff question on the ccxitent of Section 8 appears • 
to be based on a misunderstanding. The additional information submitted on 
a continuation sheet in December 1980 was incorporated into t±ie form before 
i t was resubmitted in February, 1982. Therefore, the only change we have 
made at this time is to add a paragraph explaining the potential for historic 
archaeological remains. 

The two maps siisnitted were intended to coopare the boundaries of the 
; ' proposed National Register district with the existing local historic district. 

The NR boundaries are shown on both maps and are the same on both maps. The 
properties numbered 1, 2, 3, and 135 were deleted from the NR district 
because 2, 3, and 135 are less than 50 years old, and they separate #1 
from the rest of the district. 



We hope that these two nominations can now be listed in tiie National Register. 
I f there are any other questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
Registrat^W Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

CJ/sac 


