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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The Wyckoff-Bennett House is rectangular in plan with an extension on the north 
side containing a kitchen and a room said to have been used as a milk house. In 
the late 1890's, when the land was divided into lots and streets were laid out, 
the one-and-one-half-story house which had faced south was turned westward and 
placed upon a brick foundation. Dormers were added at this time, along with six 
slender columns on the existing full-length west porch to support the roof which 
sweeps down over the veranda in a gentle curve. The wood-frame structural system 
of the main part of the house and the extension on the north are sheathed by 
shingles except the front elevation of the former which is covered by clapboards. 
Two chimneys in the main house and one in the extension service the structure.

"Much of the handsome 18th century panelled woodwork is intact including panelled 
closets flanking the parlor fireplace, notable too, for several original Dutch 
tiles. The structure also contains original sash windows and panes, and a hori­ 
zontally divided front door penetrated by two original, thick, bluish-green bulls 
eye glass windows.

A wood-frame barn near the house was built in the 1890's, about the time the house 
was moved. The barn whose inscribed beam aids in dating the property is no longer 
standing."

1. New York Landmarks Commission files and the National Register form.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wyckoff-Bennett House is a superb example of the Dutch Colonial style that 
survives with little or no change and has been continuously occupied since its 
construction as the main house of a working farm. The present owners have 
inherited the property and maintain it beautifully giving visitors a unique 
glimpse of the early 18th century. The panelling survives and is of museum 
quality. The house also has important historical associations with the Revolu­ 
tionary War.

"In the two centuries of its existence, only two family names are associated 
with this house. In 1835 the farm, consisting of about one hundred acres and 
certain meadows and woodlands, as well as pew number sixty-two in the old Gravesend 
Dutch Reformed Church, were bought by Cornelius W. Bennett. The land was farmed 
by the family until the turn of this century. Four generations of the Bennett 
family have lived in the house since it was purchased from the Wyckoffs.

"From an inscription found cut in a beam in the old barn, we can assume that 
the house was standing in 1766. It is believed the farmhouse was built by Henry 
and Abraham Wyckoff. During the American Revolution, Hessian officers were 
quartered there. At least one of them recorded a lasting impression on the four- 
by-seven window panes with a sharp instrument, possibly a diamond. Two of these 
original panes are carefully preserved by the owners of the house. One is in­ 
scribed with the name "Toepfer Capt. of Regt. de Ditfurth" and the other "M. Bach 
Lieutenant Hessen Hanau Artillerie". ̂

The owner of the house has just published a fascinating book on the German 
mercenaries quartered there: The Hessian Lieutenant Left His Name.

"Singularly distinguished by its fine scale and proportion, this one and 
one-half story frame dwelling is a handsome example of one of the few remaining 
Eighteenth Century Dutch Colonial farmhouses still standing in Brooklyn. It is 
modest in size and in an excellent state of preservation; two hundred years of 
wear have done little to diminish the simple beauty of its clear cut profile 
and the dignity of its related parts. It has been declared, by Maud Dilliard 
the historian, to be the most beautiful example of Dutch Colonial architecture 
in Brooklyn."2

1. New York Landmarks Commission Report, 1968
2. Ibid.
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