FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll

20 |

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north.

30M-5-77

,OTH

(over)

1. Town

. Recorded by

Form no.

132-A

In Areano.

V.orcester

Address 13c Plani:atier Street
Name Beniamin i“lagg | | Home stead
Present use residence

Present owner Arthur and Helen Carriei

3. Description:

Date ca.1717-171F

Source see Bibliography
Style t imber-fl'ame vernacular
Architect probablv none
Exterior wall fabric siiin e
Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features h™'imered granite founda-

Lion, central chimney, center-
entrance facade \-}t+zh one winaovi on

each side of entry, fa9 sash
sasn added--v —ca.lo7’
Altered chiioney par- Date mld-19th
tiallv capped centur;,.
Moved no Date
Assessors' Book 18, p.1l7
. Lot size; Lot 19 10,376 sq.ft.

ne acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 50'

Approximate distance of building from street

30»
VI, H, Sear:an
ed. 3.H. Pfeiffer
Soc.

Organization \;or-c. .-.erita-.-e Pres.

Date Januarv 197- e



7. Original owner (if known) Henjanin Hla? I
Original use residence (farMhouse)
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates sane

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recr eation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military X humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

he of t he oldest houses i n Worcester, theBenjamn Flagg || Honestead
is of thelocallj popular central-chimey, center-entrance, three-w ndow
facade type of house built by a nuiabei' of thecity's earliest settlers.
Recently restored, theFl ag? House now appears as i t does i n nineteenth-
century photographs except for theaddition of a Colonial Revival door
(facade) and a large multi-paned V7/indow (south). As early as 1833S KA-P
of V/orcester noted the construction date of 136 Plantation Street as
1718, recognizingthe house as one of thetov/n's oldest. Accordingto
secondary sources, Benjamn Flagg |I, the sonof Benjamn Flagg | of
Watertown, |ater of Auburn, was born i nV/atertowmn, Mass,, i n 1691,
Eeginniiig 1 n1717-1713, Benjamn Flagg | | bought extensive tracts of
land i nVvorcester, A carpenter by trade, Flagg i sbelieved t ohave
built thePlantation Street house around this time; by 1725 Flagg was a
selectman, i n1729served as local schoolmster, andi nl1l751 as sheriff
of thecounty. For reasons not clearly explained, Benjamn Flaggl |
had thetitle of captain,

Benjamn x-'lagg I'Il, whose name i snost often associatedwith this
house, was born 1 n Worcester i nl72)4, Having served i ntheFrench and
Jndian Viar, Benjamin IIl marched with Col, Tiraothy Bigelow s conpany
of Mnute Hen onApril 19, 1775* During theHevolutionFlagg roseto
the rank of captain andi nl1777t othat of |ieutenant colonel. Upon
his death i nl8lb Benjamn [l left four children, forty-two grandchildren
and eighty-three great-grandchildren,

(cont,)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

1833 Map of Worcester

Nutt, G History of Worcester, vol, I, pﬁ, 110-111 (Flagg geneal ogy)
p, 146 (photo)
Wall, G Eastern Worcester; ItsFirst Settlers (1691) p,|4.6.
Wall, G Map of Earliest Settlers (1877

Viall, G Ptem niscences,,, pp, 06-108 (Flagg family)



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORCAL  COVNSSON V/orcester 132-A
Office of the Secretary, Boston . o '

Benjamin i-'iagg iJ
Property Name  Homestead

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

o Marked on the 1833iliap as the property of Richard Flagg, the

Pl antation Street house was occupied by Aaron Flagg, son of Ben{ amn
IV unti| his death in 1836, After having been rented out by Flagg's
heirs t he house vjas sold in 1850 t oCGeorge S, Howe who, according to
Cal eb Viall remodelled the building. The extent of this remodelling
is unknown, Further, without exam nation of the structure, it is
unclear i f the whole building dates from ca.| 718, or whethert he
original structure was enlarged during the eighteenth century.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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