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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
____1_______   _____1_______  buildings 

 
____________   _____________  sites 
 
____________   _____________  structures  
 
____________   _____________  objects 
 
____1_______   _____1_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _EDUCATION/school_ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _VACANT/NOT IN USE 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _ LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _BRICK_________________ 

 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
In the shadow of the state’s center of government, Dunbar Elementary School stands as a 
physical reminder of the not so distant era of school segregation in Oklahoma City. Completed in 
phases beginning in 1922, Dunbar was named in honor of famed African American poet, Paul 
Lawrence Dunbar.1 The school is located at 1432 Northeast Seventh Street, on the south side of 
Northeast Seventh Street between North Kate Avenue and North Bath Avenue. Historically 
known as the “fairgrounds” neighborhood,2 today the residential area is referred to as the John F. 
Kennedy neighborhood. The school sits on 4.4 acres, encompassing all of Block 29 of the Oak 
Park Addition and lots 16 to 19 of the Park Place Addition, in the heart of northeast Oklahoma 
City. There is scattered residential development in every direction from the school. 
                         
1According to the National Park Service, Paul Lawrence Dunbar “symbolized opportunity to African Americans 
who struggled to avoid the industrial arts training that was prevalent for his race as well as to those who struggled to 
achieve their dreams despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles.”  Countless elementary, middle/junior high, and 
high schools across the United States were named in honor of Dunbar during the twentieth century; National Park 
Service, “Dunbar Schools,” available online at https://www.nps.gov/daav/learn/historyculture/dunbarschools.htm, 
accessed May 2017. 
2According to “Dunbar Elementary Alumni to Gather to Say Goodbye,” in the September 24, 2010 edition of the 
Oklahoman, the original location of the Oklahoma State Fair was in the vicinity of Dunbar Elementary; Beginning 
in 1907 and continuing at its east side till relocation to western Oklahoma City in the mid-1950s, the Oklahoma 
State Fair drew large crowds of visitors to the area each fall; see Larry O’Dell, “State Fair of Oklahoma,” Oklahoma 
Encyclopedia of History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2017). 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description 
 
The property includes two buildings, the Dunbar school building and a “temporary” classroom 
building. The 53,000 square foot school has a nearly continuous, brick veneer, 350 foot long 
north facing façade. It continues for another 122 feet to the west with the metal clad gymnasium 
which is set back by about 15 feet from the brick face. The east and west sides are different 
lengths and the south elevation steps in and out along the length of the building. The mostly two-
story building (does not include portions of the mechanical room and the gymnasium which are 
one-story) is constructed of concrete beams and columns with concrete floor slabs except for the 
gymnasium which has a steel column, beam and purlin structure with a concrete slab on grade 
floor. The brick portion of the school is designed in the Classical Revival style, the concrete 
frame is clad in brick with limestone and precast stone accents including stone clad entrances, 
water table/window sill belt course, and other restrained stone accents. The metal clad 
gymnasium contains about 7,400 square feet of the total school building square footage and is a 
clear span structure designed in no distinctive style. The temporary classroom building is a metal 
clad, one-story building. The school building retains a high degree of integrity and the temporary 
classroom building appears to be relatively unaltered. 
 
School Building (contributing) 
The red brick clad, Classical Revival styled portion of the school is flat-roofed with stone parapet 
caps. It is a two story, irregularly shaped building. The coal room, located on the south (back) 
side of the building is one story tall and the nearby mechanical room is one-and-a-half-stories 
with the half story height below grade. There is a perimeter pipe chase and crawl space under the 
first floor which is supported by concrete beams and columns. All window sills are either 
limestone or pre-cast stone. A stone belt course is aligned with the first floor window sills. 
Basket weave brick patterned panels fill the distance between the first floor window heads and 
the second floor window sills on the façade. The panels are outlined with soldier courses at the 
top and bottom and stretcher courses on the sides The same basket weave brick pattern with 
soldier courses at the top and bottom is used for the space between the second floor window 
heads and the parapet caps on the façade, the west side and a portion of the east side. Windows 
are metal framed replacement of the original wood framed windows. Each metal framed window 
is generally divided into three sections with the top as a transom and the lower two as a hung 
window type. The gymnasium has uniform vertical corrugations in the metal panel cladding, a 
shallow, metal clad, gabled roof and no windows. 
  
Façade (reference photographs 1, 2, 9 and 10) 
The brick clad portion of the north facing façade is divided into three nearly equal sections. Each 
section has three bands of five windows each with a continuous stone sill, vertically aligned on 
both the first and second floors. The sills on the first floor align with a belt course. The basket 
weave patterned brick panels between the first floor window heads and the second floor windows 
sills match the width of each five window unit band. The corners of each basket weave panel are 
square stone pieces. The basket weave pattern is formed with three soldier bricks alternating with 
three stretcher bricks. There are five rows and 29 columns in the basket weave panel. The middle 
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three columns and rows form a square with stone corners and a stone center as an alternating 
stone and brick accent. There is a soldier row at both the top and bottom of the panel and a 
column of sleeper brick on each of the panel ends. 
 
The façade sections are articulated by either a building corner or an entrance. The easternmost 
section was constructed in 1923; the center section, which includes the east entrance, in 1922; 
and the westernmost section, which includes the western entrance, in 1934. The metal clad, circa 
1980, gymnasium completes the western portion of the façade and is set back from the brick 
faced façade by about 15 feet. Centered on the brick areas that divide the banks of windows, at 
both the first and second floors, is a slender window with a stone sill set higher than the flanking 
banks of windows. The second story windows have sleeper brick on the sides and stone corners 
at the top. At the easternmost and westernmost ends there is a brick panel instead of a window. 
The brick panel has two sets of stone corners.  
 
The east and west entrances on the façade are near matches. They project by about three feet 
forward of the rest of the building face. Each entrance has watertable stone and a projecting 
stone pedestal on each side of the stone clad casing for the opening to an inset “porch,” elevated 
from the surrounding grade by two painted concrete steps. The top of the stone casing is 
comprised of a stone entablature. A painted iron gate secures the inset porch. Each entrance 
consists of three metal doors each. Above each entrance there is a pair of windows at the second 
floor level. The sides of the window pair is a column of sleeper brick with a stone corner at the 
top and the bottom. On each side of the window pair is a brick panel with stone corners. 
Centered and above the windows is a stone monument with engraved letters reading “DUNBAR 
SCHOOL.” On each side of the stone monument and above the brick panels flanking the 
windows is a stone square with diamond shaped brick infill. The stone parapet cap above the 
monument includes a stone pediment. The space between the head of the second story windows 
and the stone parapet caps is filled with continuous basket weave patterned brick similar to the 
panels between the first and second floor windows. The top of the panel is defined by a soldier 
course and a stretch course at the top and bottom. These courses corbel out up to the stone 
parapets. Stone squares with diamond shaped infill are centered over each brick panel, slender 
window and bank of five windows below. The basket weave parapet is interrupted only by the 
projection of each entrance. 
 
The circa 1980 metal clad gymnasium (reference photographs 2 through 4) is added to the west 
end of the brick clad part of the school. There is a shallow fascia on all sides of the gymnasium 
and gutters and downspouts on the north and south elevations. There is a pair of solid metal 
entrance doors at the east end of the gymnasium that leads directly into the gymnasium. The 
doors are protected by a flat metal awning. There are no additional openings in the façade of the 
gymnasium. The vertical corrugated panels are painted white with three, three foot wide, evenly 
spaced vertical sections that are painted green. At the west end of the façade is another pair of 
doors providing direct access to the gymnasium. 
 
West Side Elevation (reference photographs 1 and 3) 
The stone belt course at the first floor level continues around to the west side of the brick portion 
of the school. This part was constructed in 1934. There is one bricked in window opening on the 
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first floor and two bricked in window openings on the second floor level. The second floor infill 
panels are each flanked with a column of sleeper brick and stone corners at the top. The basket 
weave patterned brick above the second floor windows and the stone parapet continues for the 
full depth of this part of the west elevation including the square stone details with diamond 
shaped brick centers. 
 
The west end elevation of the metal clad gymnasium has painted, vertically corrugated, metal 
panels. Mechanical equipment for the gymnasium is on the north side of the elevation. Ducts 
from the equipment penetrate the north side of the elevation. There is one boarded opening on 
the south side of this elevation. This elevation has a shallow gable. 
 
South (back) Elevation (reference photographs 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7) 
The school’s south elevation has several inset and projecting portions. Although the projections 
face east or west, they will be described in this section as being part of the overall south 
elevation. 
 
The south elevation of the gymnasium (reference photographs 3, 4, and 5) has one pair of doors 
on the west end. The doors are protected by a metal awning. The east side of the gymnasium 
continues in the same manner with two small openings, one at the north end and one at the south 
end, both near the top. The openings are filled with louvers. Near the north end of this east face 
of the gymnasium is a shorter section of a metal clad construction projecting from the south side 
of the 1934 brick building portion. This, shed roofed, metal clad section is nestled between the 
gymnasium and a south projection of the 1934 brick portion (reference photograph 5 and the 
construction timeline and photo key in Section 11). The second floor of the 1934 brick building 
portion does not have any openings. The soldier and sleeper borders of the basket weave 
patterned parapet of the west and north elevations remain on this building face, but without the 
basket weave patterned infill. 
 
There are two south projections of the 1934 portion of the school (reference photograph 5). The 
westernmost one is the smaller of the two. It has a scupper, collector head and downspout on the 
west end of the south side. It has no window openings and the parapet treatment continues with 
sleeper and soldier courses less the basket weave infill. The south wall of the larger projection 
also has a similar scupper, collector head and downspout on the west end. From west to east of 
this building face there are boarded openings on the first floor. Several of the boarded openings 
appear to vertically align with openings on the second floor including a bank of five windows, 
then a smaller narrow window with a high sill. The next opening on the first floor appears to be a 
door with a transom (boarded) followed by a wider window with a slightly lower sill with a 
much lower window on the east end. On the second floor, east of the narrow window is a pair of 
windows matching the height and width of the bank of five windows. There is one additional 
opening on the east end that has a much lower sill and corresponds to a mid-level stair landing on 
the interior. There is a scupper, collector head and downspout on the east end. 
 
The east side of the projection includes a continuation of the parapet treatment and a window on 
each of the first and second floors, vertically aligned and near the north end of that building face. 
The south elevation continues to the east which is also the continuation of the remaining part of 
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the 1934 building phase. This part of the south elevation includes three individual, vertically 
aligned, windows on both the first and second floors. The first floor windows are boarded over. 
Adjoining the east end of the 1934 portion of the building is the west side of the first (1922) 
building phase which now serves as the west face of the adjoining south projection. The 
projection itself was constructed at two different times. 
 
The north end of this projection (reference photographs 5 and 7) dates to 1922 while the south 
half dates from 1930. Several features of the north elevation reappear on the west side of this 
projection including the basket weave infill and stone details at the parapet, the pattern of five 
banked windows with one narrower window between, and the basket weave pattern and stone 
details between the head of the first floor windows and the sill of the second floor windows. The 
continuous window sill and belt course at the first floor level also reappears. These treatments 
reappear because this face was the completed west building elevation in 1922-1930. There are 
two banks of five windows on each of the first and second floors and two of the smaller windows 
per floor. There are two scuppers, collector heads and downspouts, one at the center and one at 
the south end of the elevation. The south elevation of the 1930 projection resumes the simpler 
parapet treatment without the basket weave pattern. There is one window opening on each the 
first and second floors at the east end of the building face. There is no other basket weave or 
stone detailing.  
 
The east side of this projection (reference photographs 6 and 7) is from the 1930 building period 
with the exception of the northernmost part which dates to 1922. A slight offset in the brick 
material and difference in the brick color is evident and distinguishes the two building phases. 
There are no patterned brick panels and only a few cast stone corners. The northernmost end 
contains a slightly projecting brick surround for an entrance at the first floor and a pair of 
windows at the second floor. East of this section is another portion of south facing wall from the 
1922 construction phase. This narrow part of the 1922 building face includes two modified 
openings on the first floor. One opening has been bricked in on the lower half and boarded on the 
upper half. The opening to the east has been bricked in. On the second floor there are two 
window openings. East of this section the building again steps in toward the north. The east and 
west walls of this inset have no openings. The south wall of the inset has three window openings 
on each the first and second floors that are vertically aligned. There is a tall chimney in the very 
northwest corner near the inset. The inset has been filled in part with what is noted on the 
Sanborn maps as a coal room which covers the lower part of the first floor windows of the inset. 
The south wall of the coal room aligns with the outer, southern face of the 1922 wall to the west. 
There are two small openings near the top of the wall, one at each of the west and east ends of 
the coal room. One opening retains the metal door through which the coal was loaded into the 
room. 
 
East of the coal room, the south face of the 1922 construction continues in alignment with the 
west side (west of the coal room and inset). There is a 1923 mechanical room addition to this 
part of the building. It projects toward the south and obscures any windows that might have been 
on the first floor. The mechanical room addition has a pair of tall wooden doors on the west end 
of the south face.  There are two individual boarded windows east of the doors with a metal 
scupper, collector head and downspout between them. The second floor (1922) north of the 
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mechanical addition includes two individual windows on the west end, a bank of five windows to 
the east and a narrow window in the far east end. East of the mechanical addition there is an inset 
at the first floor and there are two individual, boarded windows on the south face of the inset 
(which is also the continuation of the 1922 south building face). A round exhaust duct protrudes 
from the east side of the boiler room addition; it turns toward the north and rises along the south 
wall to a height several feet above the parapet and terminates with a wider, round metal cap. 
 
East of the 1922 building section is the remainder of the 1930 addition (reference photographs 6 
and 7). On the west end, it projects slightly south of the 1922 section. On the west end of the 
south elevation of this portion of the building is a single window and a door (boarded) with a 
transom. There are concrete steps up to the door. A metal scupper, collector head and downspout 
is positioned east of the door. The remainder of this portion, east of the door, includes two sets of 
three banked windows and a pair of windows on the east end. The openings are matched and 
vertically aligned with the openings of the second floor. Around the corner and on the west side 
of the south projection of this part of the 1930 construction (reference photo-key and 
construction timeline, section number 11 pages 1 and 2) there is a pair of windows matched and 
vertically aligned on the north end. The south side of this projection has an inset porch at the top 
of a set of five steps with a single window opening centered above at the second floor level. The 
west side of the next projection to the east is devoid of openings except for a horizontal louver a 
few feet off the ground. The easternmost portion of the school’s south elevation has a bank of 
three windows (boarded) centered on the building face at the first floor level. 
 
East Elevation (reference photographs 8 and 9) 
The south two-thirds of the east elevation was constructed in 1930. The north third was 
constructed in 1923. The south end has a one story bay with a window on each angled side and a 
pair of windows on the east face. Above and centered on the window pair there is a square stone 
detail with a diamond shaped brick center. Above the bay there is a bank of five windows 
(boarded) on the second floor. North of this feature there is a single small window on the second 
floor. It is balanced by another similar window on the north side of a bank of five windows 
between. On the first floor below the bank of five windows is a bank of four windows with the 
south side aligned vertically with the windows above. An individual window is north of the bank 
of four windows. The stone belt course reappears at the sill of this single window.  
 
The transition to the 1923 portion of the construction is accentuated by about a two foot deep by 
two story tall projection similar to the entrances on the north facing façade. Instead of a 
continuous stone “frame,” the details around the door opening are brick with stone and brick 
accents. The entrance is four steps above the surrounding grade. 
 
Interior (reference photographs 11-19) 
The interior retains plaster ceilings and walls. All classrooms retain original wood floors. Some 
of the wood floors have been covered over with vinyl tile or carpet. The corridors have 
contemporary vinyl tile and underlying surfaces are unknown, and presumed to be concrete. The 
layout of spaces appears to be nearly unmodified from each of the original building periods. 
Corridor doors and stained window trim remain from the original construction periods. 
Chalkboards remain although most of them have been resurfaced with green writing surfaces. 
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Stairways retain their openness and materials of concrete steps, plaster finished walls and short 
knee walls with wood caps. 
 
Site 
South of the building the site remains very open. Contemporary playground equipment remains 
in the southeast area of the site south of the parking lot. 
 
Modifications 
The building exterior has been repointed. Originally concave joints were transformed to flush 
joints. Some of the originally joint tooling is visible behind downspouts and on the interior 
surfaces of the exterior inset entrance porches. Windows were replaced at an unknown date, but 
appear to be from the 1970s when window replacement was a common trend during the energy 
crisis in the hopes of making buildings more energy efficient. Two original, wood framed hung, 
multi-light windows between the 1922 and the 1930 sections of the building above the west 
entrance (on the second floor) on Northeast Seventh Street remain visible on the interior. The 
replacement windows retain the stained interior casings and the overall size of the original 
openings and subdivisions of grouped windows. They are aluminum framed, hung and with 
transoms. 
 
Integrity 
The building retains excellent integrity even with consideration of the noted modifications. 
 
Temporary Classroom Building (non-contributing) (reference photographs 5 and 6) 
The recorded aerial map photographs confirm the construction date of the temporary classroom 
building south of the main school building to be circa 1990. It is a metal building that appears to 
be older, but as a temporary structure was likely to have been moved to the site after it was no 
longer needed at a previous location. This building is non-contributing due to age and lack of 
association with the property during the period of significance. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 

X 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
_EDUCATION______  
_ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK  
_ARCHITECTURE__  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1922-1954__________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1922, 1923, 1930, 1934, 1954 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
_N/A_______________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _ANDREW SOLOMON LAYTON 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
Dunbar Elementary School in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C at the local level. The school is the only extant 
“separate” elementary school in Oklahoma City and is a notable example of the Classical 
Revival style, designed by renowned Oklahoma architect, Solomon A. Layton. The areas of 
significance associated with the school are education, black ethnic heritage, and architecture. 
 
The period of significance for Dunbar Elementary spans from completion of the original eight 
rooms of the school in 1922 to 1954, when the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) 
declared “separate but equal” educational facilities to be unconstitutional. Although Oklahoma 
City School were slow to implement desegregation, the SCOTUS ruling marked the turning 
point in school desegregation. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.) 
 
Historical Significance 
From 1891 thru the mid-1960s, children living within the boundaries of the Oklahoma City 
Public Schools system attended elementary thru secondary school in racially segregated 
facilities. During that time, “black” only and “white” only schools were built across the district 
to serve a growing student population. With the passage of time, some of the “white” only 
schools became “black” only schools as populations shifted and needs changed. Dunbar 
Elementary was designed and built to serve the African American community by which it was 
surrounded. It is the only remaining “black” only elementary school in Oklahoma City. 
 
Historical Development/Historic Context 
Oklahoma City experienced tremendous growth in the first decades of the twentieth century. The 
city’s population doubled between 1890 and 1900, a trend that would continue and create a 
significant need for housing in the area. Although the local economy was initially tied to 
agriculture, gaining the state capitol and its associated governmental functions along with an 
increasing industrial presence and proximity to rail transportation boosted the city’s economic 
importance in the region. The discovery of oil within the city limits in 1930 also dramatically 
affected the local economy.3 
 

                         
3 Linda D. Wilson, “Oklahoma City,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org 
(accessed September 10, 2015). 
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African American Settlement 
African American settlement in what would become Oklahoma began with removal of 
southeastern Indian tribes to the territory in the 1830s and 1840s.4 With allotment at the end of 
the nineteenth century, some African American settlers acquired land as tribal members. 
Additional African American settlers were drawn to the area during the land run period, as 
promoters such as Edward McCabe touted the territory as a potential safe haven.5 When 
Oklahoma Territory was founded in 1890, African Americans accounted for approximately eight 
percent of the population, a number that would increase roughly until the Great Depression.6 
Tulsa County had the most African American residents, with the second highest concentration of 
African Americans living in Oklahoma County.7 
 
The African American community in Oklahoma City developed just north of the Canadian River 
in an area that would become known as “Sandtown.” This area was east of the Santa Fe railroad 
tracks and spread from the river north and east along Second Street. The commercial area that 
developed along Second Street would become known as “Deep Deuce,” popular for the 
businesses and entertainment venues located therein. Residential development for African 
Americans spread out to the north and east from this commercial area, but this northeast area of 
the city would develop at a different pace than the rest of the city. In the first decade of the 
twentieth century, some residential neighborhoods were platted in the African American 
community into what were known as “garden lots”, oversized, five acre plots of land. Gradually, 
some of these areas were re-platted into more standard size city lots but development in the area 
remained scattered. 8 
 
Construction of the Oklahoma State Capitol Complex at Northeast Twenty-Third Street and 
Lincoln Boulevard significantly impacted development in northeast Oklahoma City. The 
decision to move the capitol from Guthrie to Oklahoma City occurred in 1912, with the new 
capitol building being completed in 1919. This project “encouraged development of nearby 
existing and new subdivisions …”9 in the area. There was significant growth in the area in the 
1910s and 1920s. By the 1930s, there was overcrowding in the African American 
neighborhoods, as existing homes could not keep up with increased demand and little to no new 
construction was occurring in that section of the city.10 
 
Informal segregation of the African American neighborhoods reportedly began for economic 
reasons but was later formalized. As available housing in traditional African American 

                         
4 Jimmie Lewis Franklin, The Blacks in Oklahoma (Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 1980), preface. 
5 James M. Smallwood, “Segregation,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org 
(accessed September 10, 2015); Jimmie Lewis Franklin, The Blacks in Oklahoma, 6. 
6 Ibid., preface. 
7Cynthia Savage, “Historic Context for the Julius Rosenwald Fund in Oklahoma,” Oklahoma State Historic 
Preservation Office, 1997: 23. 
8 Douglass High School National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 7. 
9 Edward Heights National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 71. 
10 Edwards Heights National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 74. 
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neighborhoods became scarce, developers, property owners, and other concerned citizens 
worked to ensure that African Americans remained in a very restricted portion of northeast 
Oklahoma City. The justification for this practice was that white owners and others believed that 
a “racially restricted neighborhood was necessary to maintain property values.”11 This was 
accomplished through restrictive covenants in plats, as well as formal zoning. In 1933, two 
“boundaries” were established. The northern boundary for African Americans was Northeast 
Eighth Street. The southern boundary for white housing was set at Northeast Tenth Street. 
According to the ordinance originally proposed, the area in between Northeast Eighth Street and 
Northeast Tenth Street would be subject to the ’75 percent rule’ which dictated that “no person 
of one race could move to any block that was occupied by 75 percent or more of persons of the 
other race.” The city ordinance actually implemented in 1934 codified the limit as 51 percent 
instead of 75 percent. A fine of $19 per day per violation was established.12 Segregation in 
housing would continue for decades as restrictive covenants in plats for new subdivisions would 
expressly forbid selling properties to African Americans. Racially motivated deed restrictions 
remained legal in Oklahoma City until 1948 when Judge Lewis R. Morris declared them 
unconstitutional.13 
 
Separate Schools in Oklahoma 
An 1866 treaty mandated free education to Freedmen children, but it was not until 1874 that the 
first school to serve freedmen was built in what would become Oklahoma. That school was later 
burned in retaliation.14 The concept of “separate” schools originated with Plessy v. Ferguson in 
1896, which mandated that schools separated by race were constitutional as long as they were 
“equal.” The first separate school in Oklahoma Territory opened at Oklahoma City in 1891, with 
another opening at Kingfisher in 1892. Segregation in education would be codified in 1897 when 
the territorial legislature mandated segregation of black and white children, with severe 
repercussions for individuals and schools who did not comply. The law stated that “if as many as 
eight black children between six and twenty-one years old lived in a school district, the district 
should either provide a school for them or pay their expenses to attend school in another 
district.”15 To prevent racial tension, the territorial legislature authorized the creation of Langston 
University in 189716 with a primary goal of the university being for teacher preparation. 
Langston University quickly became “an important educational and social institution” for 
African Americans in the territories.17 
 
Permanent separate school funding was authorized by the state legislature in 1913. Afterwards, 
counties could levy up to one mill for maintenance of separate schools as long as the total 
millage did not exceed the state constitutional maximum. This funding system created a hardship 
for communities with higher numbers of separate schools as the funding was generally not 

                         
11Edward Heights NRHP, 73. 
12Edwards Heights NRHP, 73-74. 
13Edwards Heights NRHP, 74. 
14 Jimmie Lewis Franklin, Black History in Oklahoma, 187. 
15Frank A. Balyeat, “Segregation in the Public Schools of Oklahoma Territory,” The Chronicles of Oklahoma 39, 
180, available online at http://digital.library.okstate.edu/Chronicles/v039/v039p180.pdf (accessed June 2017). 
16 Ibid., 13. 
17 Ibid., 14. 
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adequate to meet the needs for multiple school sites.18 Many were without the basic furnishings 
necessary for instruction and student performance including desks and heaters. Districts often 
reduced teacher pay and shortened the school calendar to offset such deficiencies. Perpetual 
funding issues also made it difficult to attract quality African American teachers.19 In 1928, the 
Oklahoma State Board of Education declared many of the separate schools in Oklahoma: “unfit 
for human occupancy.”20 
 
The Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers (OANT) and Langston University Alumni 
Association worked to bring about legislation that provided tuition assistance for black teachers 
to attend out of state universities for additional training and education.21 There was extensive 
lobbying by the OANT after World War II to improve conditions in separate schools. In 1946 
and 1948, Oklahoma voters approved constitutional amendments resulting in an increased $18 
million in funding specifically for separate schools.22 
 
Brown v Board of Education of Topeka (1954) declared the policy in education of “separate but 
equal” unconstitutional and gradually educational segregation came to an end. According to 
Jimmie Lewis Franklin, noted Oklahoma African American historian, “Oklahoma readily 
complied with the decision (SCOTUS), and unlike some other places, no major violence took 
place in the state. Much of Oklahoma’s success resulted from the bold leadership of its governor, 
Raymond Gary, a native of Little Dixie, the southern part of Oklahoma.”23 In 1955 Oklahoma 
voters approved a constitutional provision, the Better Schools Amendment that effectively 
spelled the legal end to segregated schools in the state. Although some pockets of re-segregation 
reappeared in later years after an experiment with busing, a rebirth of the principle of legalized 
segregation never seemed likely in Oklahoma.24 
 
African American Schools in Oklahoma City 
Between 1891 and 1954, a number of separate schools were built in Oklahoma City. A 2001 
architectural/historical survey of Oklahoma City Public Schools identified many of the historic 
black schools but there remain gaps in records, not uncommon for separate schools in Oklahoma. 
Oklahoma’s first “separate” school was known as Webster and was located at 200 East 
California Street in Oklahoma City. That building was constructed around 1891 but it burned in 
1903. The school was rebuilt that same year. Its name was later changed to Douglas. Douglas 
moved in 1934 and the original separate school building became Wheatley and served as the 
city’s separate junior high.25 Other separate schools in Oklahoma City included Choctaw, 
Dunbar, Orchard Park, Sandtown, and Bryant. Choctaw, Orchard Park, Dunbar, and Sandtown 
were all built in the first two decades of the twentieth century. Additional schools were built in  
                         
18 Verden Separate School National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 14. 
19Savage, 8. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Melvin R. Todd, “Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers, Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2017). 
22Ibid. 
23 Jimmie Lewis Franklin, “African Americans,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2017). 
24Ibid.   
25Jo Meacham, “Architectural/Historical Survey of Oklahoma City’s Historic School Buildings,” 2001:  11. 
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Oklahoma City during the Great Depression and in the post war period, but other than the 
construction of Douglas High School in 1951, it is unclear which of the post-war schools were 
built exclusively for African American students.26 There was a city bond issue in the 1950s 
aimed at constructing additional classrooms, including classrooms in separate schools, and 
students from separate schools, including Dunbar Elementary, participated.27 
 
Although “separate but equal” was declared unconstitutional in 1954, integration was a slow and 
contentious process in Oklahoma City. In fact, the Supreme Court Decision “was ineffective in 
causing changes in the classroom, so that segregated classrooms remained in the Oklahoma City 
schools for almost twenty years after the landmark decision.”28 In 1961, Dr. A.L. Dowell sued 
the Oklahoma City Public Schools claiming that segregation persisted in the district. 
Specifically, the district had refused to allow Dowell’s African American son to attend the all 
“white” Northeast High School. Dowell’s case remained in the court system for over thirty years, 
being heard before the Supreme Court of the United States in 1990. As a result of the ongoing 
lawsuit, in 1972, the Oklahoma City Public Schools began the “Finger Plan” to transport some 
students from their neighborhood school to other schools in the district to ensure a more 
equivalent racial distribution in schools. The “Finger Plan” remained in effect until 1985 when 
the OKCPS Board of Education voted to end mandatory busing of elementary students in favor 
of voluntary busing. Students had the option to attend any school, but according to district 
officials, families overwhelmingly chose to send their children to school in their respective 
neighborhoods. 29 
 
The “Finger Plan” had significant, unexpected consequences for the district and the 
neighborhoods it served. The year before busing began, enrollment in OKCPS was 
approximately 71,000. After busing, “white flight” took hold and within only ten years, some 
30,000 white students had left the district. With the removal of property deed restrictions, more 
and more African Americans left historically black neighborhoods resulting in the loss of 
approximately 10,000 African American students from the district. After mandatory busing 
ended in 1985, “nine schools in east Oklahoma City became more than 90 percent black.”30 The 
community contended that conditions and resources at the predominantly black schools were 
“substandard” by comparison to other schools in the district. Eventually, the Dowell lawsuit was 
refiled alleging a return to racial segregation at these nine “Dowell” schools, but ultimately 
SCOTUS ruled that OKCPS had met the “spirit of desegregation.” Several of the schools became 
repeat offenders on the state’s “at risk” school list in the 1990s.31 
 
 

                         
26Meacham, “Architectural/Historical Survey of Oklahoma City’s Historic School Buildings,” 11. 
27 “Negro Students to Boost Bonds in Two Parades,” Oklahoman, December 7, 1953. 
28 Douglass High School National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 11. 
29 Megan Rolland, “Integration Drastically Reduced Oklahoma City Schools’ Population,” Oklahoman, April 17, 
2011. 
30 Ibid. 
31Jerry E. Stephens, “Busing,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 
2017); Megan Rolland, “Integration Drastically Reduced Oklahoma City Schools’ Population.”  
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History of Dunbar Elementary 
In August 1919, the Board of Education of the Oklahoma City Public Schools acquired Lots 1-16 
and Lots 43-44 of Block 29 in the Oak Park Addition for $2,500.32 In September 1921, an article 
in the Oklahoman declared that “Negro Schools of City Overcrowded,” with up to seventy-eight 
students per classroom. Student capacity for separate schools in Oklahoma City in 1921 was 
1,500, but almost 2,000 were enrolled that fall.33 On November 22, 1921, the Oklahoman 
announced that a “New Negro School is Voted by Board.” The new school, to be located on 
Seventh Street, was to be designed by Solomon A. Layton, with eight rooms and space for eight 
additional classrooms to be built at a later date. According to the 1922 Sanborn maps, the 
original school sat on only Lots 3 to 8 of Block 29.34 Opening in the fall of 1922, Dunbar was 
considered “ultramodern” for its time, because it featured running water, electricity, and indoor 
plumbing. Such amenities gradually spread to the surrounding homes.35 
 
As originally intended, additional space was quickly added to the school. Additions in 1923 
included a kitchen and cafeteria on the east side of the first floor with second floor classrooms 
above. There was also a boiler room addition on the southwest corner of the original building. In 
November 1929, the Board of Education acquired Lot 31 and the west seven (7) feet of Lot 32 
for $1.00 and other good and valuable consideration. On the same date, the Board of Education 
paid $3,000 for the east ten (10) feet of Lot 33 and the west twenty-two (22) feet of Lot 34.36 In 
1930, an auditorium, kindergarten classroom, and bathroom were added behind the 1923 
addition. On the second floor, the 1930 addition included multiple classrooms, a library, and a 
bathroom. There was also a two story classroom addition built on the far southwest corner of the 
original building in 1930. In September 1931, Lot 28 was added to the school property for $1.00 
and other good and valuable consideration. Sometime between construction of the school and 
1933, the Board of Education acquired Lots 21-27, 29-30, the rest of Lots 32, 33-34, as well as 
Lots 35 thru 42. No record of any land transfer was found in Oklahoma County Records. On 
April 18, 1931, the school board acquired Lots 16 and 17 of Block 1 of the adjacent Park Place 
Addition. At some point, the school also gained title to Lots 19 and 20 of Block 1 of Park Place, 
but like the lots in Oak Park, there is no record of the transaction. However, in August 1933, the 
Board of Education deeded all these lots (1-17 and Lots 21-44 of Block 29 in the Oak Park 
Addition as well as Lots 16-19, Block 1 of the Park Place Addition) to the Board of County 
Commissioners of Oklahoma County.37 In 1934, a major addition on the west side of the 
building added multiple classrooms on both floors as well as additional bathrooms. In August 
1935, the Board of Education purchased Lots 17-20 of Block 29 in Oak Park for $1.00 and other 
valuable consideration.38 A metal gymnasium at the west end of the building was built circa 
1980. The freestanding metal building to the south was built between 1984 and 1995. 
 

                         
32 Oklahoma County Clerk 
33 “Negro Schools of City Overcrowded,” Oklahoman, September 22, 1921. 
34 1922 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
35“Dunbar Elementary Alumni Gather to Say Goodbye,” Oklahoman, September 24, 2010.  
36 Oklahoma County Clerk 
37 Oklahoma County Clerk 
38 Oklahoma County Clerk 
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As is true of most neighborhood elementary schools, the Dunbar became an important meeting 
place and center of community life. The school hosted a variety of sporting, artistic, and 
academic events. Enrollment at Dunbar varied over the years, at one point reaching as high as 
one thousand students. In the 1960s and 1970s however, outside events impacted the surrounding 
community and the school. 39 
 
Busing had a significant impact, but like dozens of other cities across the country, Oklahoma 
City participated in Urban Renewal efforts prevalent after World War II. The goal of Urban 
Renewal was the revitalization of aging and decaying inner cities thru massive demolition, slum 
clearance, and subsequent rehabilitation.40 In northeast Oklahoma City, the physical landscape of 
entire communities was altered as homes were bulldozed for re-development. In the areas around 
Dunbar, families were forced to leave their homes, with assurances that the area would be 
redeveloped. Urban renewal acquired a significant number of properties south of Northeast 
Twenty-Third Street. Some were rehabilitated, but many were bulldozed. Demolition was 
especially destructive in the area south of Northeast Tenth Street. Until recently however, there 
was very little new construction in the area.41 Today, a number of recently constructed single 
family homes are located to the east of Dunbar.42 Urban Renewal efforts in Oklahoma greatly 
impacted the neighborhood surrounding Dunbar. 
 
In November 2001, voters in Oklahoma City approved Maps for Kids, a temporary sales tax 
measure to fund construction projects, technology and other upgrades at schools across the city.43 
Dunbar Elementary was to be a recipient of Maps for Kids funds. By the late 2000s, however, 
enrollment at Dunbar had dropped to less than 200.44 Instead of a massive renovation, Dunbar 
Elementary was instead closed by Oklahoma City Public Schools (OKCPS) in 2010 citing 
“declining enrollment and a looming budget crisis.”45 Maps for Kids funds allocated for Dunbar 
were utilized elsewhere and students from Dunbar were moved to other nearby elementary 
schools.46 On November 20th 2013, the Board of County Commissioners of Oklahoma County 
deeded the land on which Dunbar Elementary is located back to the school district, after which 
the land was sold in 2015.47 
 
For most of the twentieth century, Dunbar Elementary School functioned as a “separate” school 
and provided educational space for elementary age children living in the “fairgrounds” 
neighborhood in northeast Oklahoma City. Renowned Oklahoma architect Solomon Layton 
designed the building that would evolve with the changing educational needs of the community. 
Today, the school stands as a tangible historical reminder of the African American educational 
                         
39“Dunbar Elementary Alumni Gather to Say Goodbye,” Oklahoman, September 24, 2010.   
40Arnold R. Hirsch, “Urban Renewal,” Encyclopedia of Chicago, 
http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/1295.html (accessed May 2017). 
41 Joey Stipek, “JFK Neighborhood in Oklahoma City Seeking a Renaissance,” Oklahoman, August 3, 2013. 
42 “Reconnaissance Survey of Portions of Oklahoma City,” Oklahoma City Planning Department, 1994:  12.   
43 “Maps for Kids,” City of Oklahoma City, available at https://www.okc.gov/government/maps-3/maps-
history/maps-for-kids (accessed May 2017). 
44“Dunbar Elementary Alumni Gather to Say Goodbye,” Oklahoman, September 24, 2010. 
45 Dana Hertneky, “Fire Investigators think Dunbar School Fire was Arson,” News 9, February 15, 2016. 
46 “Dunbar Elementary Alumni Gather to Say Goodbye,” Oklahoman, September 24, 2010. 
47 Oklahoma County Clerk 
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system in Oklahoma City and the only remaining segregated Oklahoma City elementary school 
building. It is also a symbol of the community’s pride and investment in the future. 
 
Architectural Significance 
The Dunbar Elementary School was determined individually eligible for the National Register in 
the Reconnaissance Survey Portions of Oklahoma City: Northeast (1994) for its architecture.48 It 
is a notable example of the Classical Revival style for an educational facility; specifically one 
built as a separate school. 
 
The Classical Revival style was inspired by the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
and was most popular from 1895-1950. It represents a new interest in the classical forms of 
architecture. Consistent with the formality and monumentality of the style, the Dunbar 
Elementary School is a notable local example. Although modest in detailing, there are several 
characteristics of the style that are present. Doors and windows on all elevations except for some 
minor variations on the back (north) elevation were intended to be in formal and symmetrical 
arrangement. The school was intended to be perfectly balanced once the entire structure was 
completed. The symmetry of the façade is exacting except for the gymnasium. 
 
Front entrances are centered on the façade and reside within masonry projections with stone 
details and accents to which a set of steps provides access from grade. Although full height 
columned porches are indicative of the Classical Revival style, this example is devoid of the 
common interpretation of “porch” and is appointed with entrances inset from the front building 
line and the steps. 
 
Solomon Layton, born in Iowa in 1864, began practicing architecture in El Reno, Oklahoma in 
1902.  Moving his practice to Oklahoma City shortly thereafter, Layton designed a large number 
of public and private buildings in the city and across the state over the next forty years, including 
the state capitol.  Layton’s firm was responsible for the design of approximately forty-five (45) 
school buildings within the Oklahoma City Public Schools district, including Dunbar 
Elementary.  Layton is considered the state’s “premier” architect.49 
 
Dunbar Elementary School is architecturally significant as the only separate school extant in the 
Classical Revival style in Oklahoma City and the only extant example of the Classical Revival 
style in the neighborhood.  The building remains in its original location and the site retains its 
open character. The setting remains residential with older houses still present, especially to the 
north. The building continues to convey a clear feeling and association as a school building even 
though it is no longer functioning as such. Workmanship and materials are intact with the 
exception of the original mortar joint character and original wood framed windows. Additions to 
meet the changing needs of the facility over time and as funding was available were made as 
originally planned. 
 
                         
48“Reconnaissance Survey of Portions of Oklahoma City,” Oklahoma City Planning Department, 1994:  12.    
49 Mary Jo Nelson, “Layton, Solomon Andrew,” The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2017); Mary Jo Nelson, “Layton, Solomon,” Encyclopedia of the Great Plains, 
www.plainshumanities.unl.ed/encyclopedia/ (accessed May 2017). 
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Primary location of additional data:  

____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property _4 acres (more or less)___________ 
 
 
 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: 35.474659  Longitude: -97.486334 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
All of Block Twenty-Nine (29), Oak Park Addition to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County, 
Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat thereof, and Lots Sixteen (16) through Nineteen 
(19), both inclusive, Block One (1), Park Place Addition, to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
County, Oklahoma, according to the recorded plat thereof. 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The described boundary description includes the legal description of the entire property 
historically associated with the Dunbar Elementary School. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to 
the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the 
photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 
 
Photo Log 
Name of Property:  Dunbar Elementary School 
 
City or Vicinity:  Oklahoma City 
 
County:   Oklahoma    State: Oklahoma 
 
Photographer:  K. Aunchman 
 
Date Photographed: April 20, 2017; May 9, 2017; May 17, 2017 
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Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Number Subject Direction 
0001 Exterior: North facing façade Southeast 
0002 Exterior: North facing facade Southeast 
0003 Exterior: South (back) elevation Northeast 
0004 Exterior: West side and south (back) elevations of 

temporary classroom building 
Northeast 

0005 Exterior: Partial south (back) elevation, west end North 
0006 Exterior: Partial south (back) elevation, “center” North 
0007 Exterior: South (back) and east side elevations Northwest 
0008 Exterior: East side elevation West 
0009 Exterior: East side elevation and north facing facade Southwest 
0010 Exterior: Main entrance (1922) detail South 
0011 Interior: Main entrance (1922) and stair to second floor North 
0012 Interior: First floor primary corridor East 
0013 Interior: South staircase to second floor South 
0014 Interior: Typical first floor classroom East 
0015 Interior: Typical first floor classroom West 
0016 Interior: Second floor east corridor North 
0017 Interior: Second floor primary corridor West 
0018 Interior: Typical second floor classroom East 
0019 Interior: Typical second floor classroom West 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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35.474659; -97.486334 

Dunbar School ArcGIS map 
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PHOTO KEY AND CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE 
 

SITE AND FIRST FLOOR 
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CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE KEY 
DJ ORIGINAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTED 1922 
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PHOTO KEY AND CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE 
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CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE KEY 
(I] ORIGINAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTED 1922 

[l] FIRST ADDITION CONSTRUCTED 1923 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action : Nomination 

Property Name: Dunbar Elementary School 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: OKLAHOMA, Oklahoma 

Date Received: 
1/29/2018 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
2/26/2018 3/13/2018 3/15/2018 

Reference number: SG100002217 

Nominator: State 

Reason For Review: 

_Appeal 

_ SHPO Request 

Waiver 

Resubmission 

Other 

X Accept Return 

..!. PDIL 

_ Landscape 

National 

Mobile Resource 

TCP 

CLG 

__ Reject 

TexUData Issue 

Photo 

_ Map/Boundary 

Period 

_ Less than 50 years 

3/15/2018 Date 

AbstracUSummary The Dunbar Elementary School is locally significant under National Register Criteria A and C 
Comments: in the areas of Education, Ethnic Heritage-Black, and Architecture. Completed in phases 

beginning in 1922, the brick-veneered school building is a fine local example of Classical 
Revival-inspired school design with modest limestone and precast stone accents. The work 
of respected Oklahoma architect Solomon A Layton, the building served Oklahoma City's 
African American community during the period prior to desegregation (1922-1954). 
Constructed during a period of severe overcrowding in the city's black schools, the modern 
education facility remains the city's only extant historic "black only" elementary school. 

Recommendation/ Accept NR Criteria A and C 
Criteria 

Reviewer Paul Lusignan 

Telephone (202)354-2229 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Discipline Historian ------------
Date 3/15/2018 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 



State office 
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd Rm.· 507 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
FAX: 405-962-7667 
OFC: 405-557-7393 
1-800-522-8502 
George.young@okhouse.gov 

Legislative Coordinator 
Tanisha Woods, M.A., M.S. 

l!inust nf i!ltprtsentatiues 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

Committees 
Children, Youth and Family Services 

Common Education 

Health Services & Long-Term Care 

Public Health 

REP. DR. GEORGE E. YOUNG, SR. 
VICE CHAIR OF DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

CHAIR OF OKLAHOMA LEGISLATIVE BLACK CAUCUS 

December 21, 2017 

Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 
800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

RE: Historic Preservation Review Committee Meeting 
January 18, 2018 

Attn: Historic Preservation Review Committee: 

Thank you for the invitation to attend this important meeting on January 18, 2018 to review the nomination of 
Dunbar Elementary School for consideration by to be added to the National Register of Historic Places in the 
State of Oklahoma. 

Unfortunately, this is taking place during a time that the Democratic Caucus will be meeting outside of the 
Oklahoma City area. I just wanted to make sure that you knew that I would like to present but prior 
commitments do not permit such attendance. 

Please keep me abreast of the outcome. 

Thank you again, 

Warm Regards, 

·~·2 .. ~·~ 
Rep. Dr. George E. ~~ 
Democratic Caucus Vice Chair 
Chair of Oklahoma Legislative Black Caucus 



Oklahoma Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Founded May 27, 1893 

Oklahoma History Center • 800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive • Oklahoma gsw~~~~rs,iol 
(405) 521-6249 • Fax (405) 522-0816 • www.okhistory.org/shpo 

January 26, 2018 

J. Paul Loether 
Keeper and Chief National Register and 

National Historic Landmark Programs 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 7228 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

JP..N t 9 1.0\8 

---~Of:':'\\}S{~Ov:$~ •t--~~~ 

We are pleased to transmit five National Register of Historic Places nominations for Oklahoma 
properties. The nominations are for the following properties: 

1210-1212-1214 North Hudson Historic District, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County 
Dunbar Elementary School, 1432 Northeast Seventh Street, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma County 
First National Bank and Trust Company Building, 120 North Robinson Avenue, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County 
Enid High School Observatory, 611 West Wabash Avenue, Enid, Garfield County 
Okmulgee Country Club and Golf Course, 1400 South Mission Lane, Okmulgee, 
Okmulgee County 

The member of the Historic Preservation Review Committee (state review board), professionally 
qualified in the field of prehistoric archeology was absent from the public meeting at which each 
of these nominations was considered and the recommendation to the State Historic 
Preservation -·-Officer-was- -formutated: ··-Huwever,·-1he71lember -- possessing -the --requisite 
professional qualifications for evaluation of each nominated property was present and 
participated in the recommendation's formulation. 

We look forward to the results of your review. If there any further questions regarding the 
nominations, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Deputy State Historic 

Preservation Officer 

Enclosures 
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