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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mid-Continent Life Insurance Company Building - started in
1926 and completed im 1927 at a cost of $300,000 - a fine example of
classical architecture, inside and out, The four-story structure
faces south from a slight elevation, measures 150 feet east-west with
a depth of 70 feet. Its formal balustraded entrance portico, supported
by four massive Corinthlan colummns, spans the second and third levels.
Three broad flights of stone steps lead up to the porch, Ground level
of the four=-story building (it has no basement)’ contains the vaults,
files, office equipment, and service facilities,

The second level is the main "business" floor of the building.
Once through the massive bronze doors one is greeted by the Mid-
Continent Life insignia worked out in colored tile in the center of
the main lobby. The mosaic includes the earth, the blue sky, and
drifting clouds - “representing things that endure the test of time,"
according to a company brochure - nestled in the cradling words,
MID-CONTINENT LIFE. The lobby itself is rich with Italian marble,
(Floors are of Alabama marble, exterior walls of selected white lime-
stone,) The slabs forming the marble columms are each of ome plece.
The ceiling is tadtefully ormate, Original electrical fixtures imn
the lobby are of hand-hammered bronze,

A marble staircase, with bronze ballustrade and mahogany hand-
rial, leads from the main lobby to the third floor and most of the
company offices. Interior fimish throughout the three upper floors
(the building also accommodates two penthouses) features quality
Honduran mahogany, especially in the president's reception room,
private office, and directors' room. Each room is paneled from a
single large tree, the panels sawed in two and across and matched
to the center,

Mid-Continent Lite has remained in the Stuart family and a
conscious attempt has been made to maintain, protect, and preserve
the building that houses it,
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The Mid-Continent Life Insurance Company was organized in 1909
in Muskogee, Oklahoma. In 1516, R. T. Stuart became president and
promptly moved the relatively small, conservative company to Oklahoma
Gity, Throughout the following decade growth was steady and sub-
stantial -'its insurance in force climbimg from $3,216,413 in 1916
to $37,320,048 in 1926, And in that year the decision was made to
give Mid-Continent a more suitable home office.

4 site was chosen between two small city parks just north and
west of the downtown business district and the city's finest resi-
dential area. (This still handsome section is now being protected
as the Heritage Hills Historic Preservation District.) Solomon
Layton, Oklahoma's best known and perhaps most influential architect,
drew up the design for the impressively classical structure (cf. No.
7) and spotted it on a slight ridge bhat was the highest elevation in
the city at that time,

Ground was broken May 10, 1926, Counstruction was completed - and
properly celebrated - exactly one year later, May 10, 1927. (The
cornerstone had been laid, also with appropriate ceremony, November 3,
1926.) Pat Neff, former governor of Texas and.a friend of Texas-born
Stuart, was the guest of honor, William J. Pettee, Oklahoma City
pioneer business man and '89er, headed the reception committee for a
gala banquet attended by some 700 people. The following day the
Oklahoma Bankers Association, then in convention in the capital city,
came out in a body at noon for an "old time barbecue on the spacious
grounds." After that the doors of the new building were thrown open
to the public and as many as 35,000 are said to have inspected it,

In the 51 years since then the history of both building and com-
pany has been relatively uneventful. The company has continued to
grow steadily and is today one of the state's largest. As for the
building, it has stood virtually unchanged, but for routine modern-
izatioms of heating and cooling, lighting, communications, and the
like. Its sternly classical lines are as handsome as when constructed,
softened only by the growth of shrubs and trees.
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