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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present-day Highland House was built by Issac M. Small in 1907.
It lies in an area embracing the famous Highland Light (1797); an his-
torically early golf course, and a former summer visitor complex com-
prising some 86 acres.

Tdday, the building is used as a museum by the Truro Historical
Society. It is a two-story clapboard and shingled building, 32 x 92 feet,
Highland House was used as a restaurant as late as 1968.

The doors, double-hung windows, door and window casings, metal
ceiling, appear to be original; large, first-floor dining room, are as oOrig;
inally installed, and are typical examples of the construction of this periq
As a whole, the building is structurally sound.

The second floor bedrooms, placed on either side of a central corridor
which runs the length of the building, are supported within the corridor
walls by steel rods suspended from the wood frame trusses in the attic.
These steel rods extend across the building--the trusses are supported by
the side walls.

Externally, this building presented a veranda around the West and
North sides. Part of the West veranda remains--the North half, facing
part of the historic golf course, has been converted to an extra room,
leanto. Other changes include a kitchen built on the East end, and an ell
added to the South side.

... . Besides the golf course, there were a half dozen "guest cottages"”" in
the complex; these structures, several of which have been removed, once
served an important visitational use in the life of summer visitors to
Cape Cod.

Some minor alterations have been made to Highland House by the Truro
‘Historical Society, who uses the facility on Special Use Permit from the
National Park Service.

Significance: 3rd Order

Longitude and Latitude: See Section 10

Acreage: Less than one acre

The Highland House is used as the present time as a historical museum by
the Truro Historical Society, Inc., under a Special Use Permit. Some
amount of restoration/preservation should eventually be done. This could

cost from 520,000 to $40,000.

Photograph enclosed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1835, James Small built a two-story, clapboard farmhouse near
the present Highland House. Isaac Small, for 50 years a resident of the
area, states: "Henry David Thoreau visited our family twice on his journeys
down the Cape, the first time at the Lighthouse when my father was Keeper
in June of 1850, and again-in -1855 when he stopped with us at the Farm."
This "Farmhouse", the original Highland House, began accomodating summer
visitors as early as 1835. (This old building has unfortunately been
moved out of the vicinity). Isaac Small built the present House in 1907.
and continued the guest house tradition--he added several guest cottages.
and a golf course, one of the two oldest golf courses in the United States
(dating 1892), was part of the complex.

While the present Highland House is only 67 years old, it is import-
ant as a survivor of a way of life gone forever on Cape Cod=—-an architec-
tural structure designed for visitor use years. before the "summer people"
began individual land and house purchases for summer retreats.

Located as it is in the area explored by the Pilgrims in November,
1620, (before going on to Plymouth), utilized as the best farm site in
Truro, placed in approximity to the Important Life Saving Station (1872)
and Highland Lighthouse (1797), and continuously watched over by Marine
Weather Station Reporter, Isaac M. Small, the present Highland House,
now used as a museum, stands a%:a monument to a historical past embracing
some 350 years.
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Cape Cod National Seashore, National Park Service
PHONE:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

Massachusetts

CODE

State Liaison Officer recommendation:

[ Yes

1 No , —
X None g‘/zﬁ@éd/{ W wy)’l@cﬁm

State J.laison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby

nominate this property to the National Register, certify=-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 -
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The r

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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ATTEST:
Keeperﬁ The National Re \stet\"j
Date . JUN 3 1975
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