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AREA PCRM NO. 

D 290 

Town Wakefield 

Address 371 Main S t r e e t 

Historic Name VJakefield Trust CoTnoanv 

Use: Present Bank 

Original Bank 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1924 

Source History of Wakefield 

Style Neo-Classical 

Arciiitect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric Limestone 

Outbuildings None 

1960s 
Major Alterations (with dates) A d d i t i o n on 
west; sidewalk window cn n o r t h ; main 
e n t r y rep laced . iQ4n.q 

Oondition Good 

Moved NA Date NA 

Acreage Under .1 acre . 

Setting Faces east on corner l o t i n 

downtown center. 

DTM REFEMUCE 19/329800/4707580 

OSGS QOADRANGLE Reading, Mass. 

SCALE 1 = 25,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preserva t ion 
A S B O C i a t e s 

CrgeuiizaticnWakefield H i s t o r i c a l 
Cominiss ion 

Date March 19 8 5 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATaiENT ( i f applicable) . .. 

Meeting a design standard already set by the Beebe L i b r a r y (1922) 
and c l o s e l y followed by the town Post O f f i c e (1936), the Wakefield 
Trust Co. b u i l d i n g i s a c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d b u i l d i n g lending d i g n i t y 
t o the downtown commercial area. I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n , and 
meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

• • • I" ^ , • . . • -. - 7 

••• . • • i / ' • • ••• 
ARCHIlECrURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Together w i t h the l i b r a r y and post o f f i c e , t h i s b u i l d i n g forms a t r i o 
of h i s t o r i c i z i n g i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s which use c l a s s i c a l elements 
t o lend d i g n i t y t o t h e i r appearance. This i s a two s t o r y limestone 
b u i l d i n g whose east facade has four colum.ns I n a n t i s supporting a 
pedimented p o r t i c o beneath which i s an arched e n t r y . P i l a s t e r s 
separate the remaining bays on east and north facades topped by a 
f u l l e n t ablature i n which "Wakefield Trust Company" i s i n s c r i b e d on 
both facades. Flower medallions and a s t r y g i l p a t t e r n ornament the 
f r i e z e as w e l l . ' , 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developrjent of the comnunity. 

Banking as a business began i n South Reading at approximately the same 
time as i n d u s t r i e s began s e t t l i n g i n the town. An e a r l y s t a r t was made 
by South Reading Mechanical and A g r i c u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t i o n formed i n 
1833, but i t was l a t e r closed. I n 1856 r a t t a n manufacturing began and 
i n 1854 the South Reading Bank, the forebearer of t h i s bank, was 
organized as a s t a t e bank w i t h h i s t o r i a n L i l l e y Eaton as c a s h i e r . I n 
1865 i t was reorganized as the N a t i o n a l Bank of South Reading and i n 
1902 b e l a t e d l y changed i t s name to r e f l e c t the town's name change as 
the Wakefield N a t i o n a l Bank. Once again the bank was reorganized, t h i s 
time i n 1926 when i t became the Wakefield Trust Company as i t i s known 
today. 
The bank b u i l d i n g which went up i n 1924 f o r $300,000 m.et the a r c h i -

' t e c t u r a l standard set by the Beebe L i b r a r y o f 1922. The Post O f f i c e 
. o f 1936 provided a t h i r d b u i l d i n g of high standards, thereby c r e a t i n g 
a town center w i t h three c l a s s i c a l l y d e r i v e d , s u b s t a n t i a l b u i l d i n g s 
as i t s core. • • • • - n- • ' - u •„ - • 

BXBLIOGRAEHY and/or REFERENCES 
Eaton, Wm. and H i s t o r y Committee. H i s t o r y o f W a k e f i e l d , Massachusetts, 
W a k e f i e l d , 1944. 
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Wake f i e ld Expansion Board. W a k e f i e l d , T^assachusetts, n . d . 
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DESCRIPTION 
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