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GBS QQADRANAE  Reading, Mass.
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AREA RIRVIND
D 290
Town Wakefield
Addr ess 371 Main Street

Historic Nane VJakefield Trust GCoTnoanv

se:  Present Bank
Original Bank

CESCR PTT AN

Dat e 1924

Source History of Wakefield
Style Neo- Cl assi cal
Arciiitect NA

Exterior Wall Fabric Limestone

Outbuildings None

1960s
Magor Alterations (with dates) Addition on
west; sidewalk window cn north; main
entry replaced. iQ4n.q

Oondition ~ Good

Mosd NA Date NA
Acreege  Under .1 acre.

Setting Faces east on corner |ot in

downt own center.

Recorded by Architectural Preservation
ASBOCiates

CrgeuiizaticnWakefield Historical
Cominission

Date March 1985



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATai ENT (i applicable)

Meeting a design standard already set by t he Beebe Library (1922)

and closely followed by thetown Post Office (1936), t he Wakefield
Trust Co. building i sa classically inspired building lending dignity
to t hedowntown commercial area. |t retains integrity of location,
setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and
meets Criterion C of the NRP on thelocal level.
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ARCH | EOURAL SIQN FI CANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of

other buildings within thecommunity.
Together with thelibrary and post office, this building forms a trio
of historicizing institutional buildings which useclassical elements
to lend dignity totheir appearance. This i sa twostory |imestone
building whose east facade has four columns | nantis supporting a
pedi mented portico beneath which i san arched entry. Pilasters
separate t heremaining bays on east and north facades topped by a
full entablature i nwhich "Wakefield Trust Conpany” i sinscribed on
both facades. Fl ower medallions and a strygil pattern ornament t he
frieze as well. ' ,

HSTCGR CAL SIGNFH CANCE Explain the role cwiers played in local or state history and how t he
building relates tothe developrjent of the community.

Banking as a business began i nSouth Reading at approximately thesame
time as industries began settling i nthetown. An early start was mnade
by South Reading Mechanical and Agricultural Institution formedi n
1833, but i t was later closed. | n 1856 rattan manufacturing began and
in 1854 t he South Reading Bank, theforebearer of this bank, was
organized as a state bank with historianLilley Eaton ascashier.In
1865 i t was reorganized as t heNational Bank of South Reading and i n
1902 bel atedly changed itsnane toreflect thetown's nane change as
the Wakefield National Bank. Once again thebank was reorganized, this
time i n1926 when i t becane t heWakefield Trust Conpany as i t i s known
today.

The bank building which went up i n1924 for $300,000 met t he archi-
tectural standard set by t heBeebe Library of 1922. The Post Office
.of 1936 provided a third building of high standards, thereby creating
a town center with three classically derived, substantial buildings

as i tscore. o o o - ne' -Use, - o
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