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The University President's House has been deseribed as,

"a veritable museum plece, " because both the house and farmal
garden are such fine typlcal examples of the Greek Reviwval
period of design.:

Exteriors This fine example of the Greck Revival features a
three-gided peristyle with 1% Corinthian colymns which rest
0 red brick pillars and extend upward for two stories above
ish basement. There are § colurms on the front facade
with an gdditionali 3 columms extending along the two: slides of
the structure. These colummg are erowned with an entablature
which 1s plain except for _dentils.” In the manner typlecal fo

Georglals Piedmont, there is no pediment, There are entabla~-
tures over all win&aws and doorways, also featuring dentils.

Windows on the upper story are six-over-six, as are all other

windows with the exception of those main floor windows which
open onto the porticos These windows are six-over-nine, The

magnificent éntrance is set in a composition in vwhich a second
story doorway opening onto a balcony is also an integral part
of the désign, Here m_e_mf%eezival doorway with 1ts square
antae and consoles is used on the first floor with Corinthian-
pilasters but a Doric entahlature, while the second floor has
the normsl Greek Revival Dorig?ﬁfiasters with entablature.

Greer- shutters adorn all windows and complement the gleaming
white of the clapboard structure. The straight steps from the
walk to the portico have been replaced with two semi-elireular
wood stairecases with iron ballusters and railings,” The reéar
of the structure 15 gra¢ed with another two story portico, in-
set between wings ofithe houss, which Teatures Doric columms,
Broad wood steps cdome straight down to the ground Ievel from:
the main floor porch and there 1s also a full porch on the
second story levell’ <

Interiort The plan of all levels may be described as the
simple, academie, four-room, center-hall version, with two:
small tear rooms against which the three-sided peristyle re-
turns.. On the main floor, an ornate stalrway is located on
the left and to the rear of the central hall featuring an oc=-
tagonal newel post and ballusters which repeat the octagonal
notif. The two rooms on the right are Joined to form a double
parlor with twin white marbleefireplaces with arched openings
and intricate fruit-and-floral patterned cornices and celling
medallions, These are a perfect complement to two original
French thumb-print crystal chandeliers, The rooms to the left
have twin brown marble fireplaces and in the dining room is an
English crystal chandelier, e. 1810, made by Perry. The house
carefully furnished with period pieces, successfully portrays
the oppulent grandeur of mansions of the Greek Revival periode
Groundss A simple white pickett fence encloses the grounds of
this property. The house is separated from the street with a
formal boxwoad parterre garden with two large magnolias as
dominant’ elements on either side of the maln walk leading

from the gabte to the portico steps. This original (CONT
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

garden typifies the garden style associated with the Greek Revival in Georgia'
Piedmont. The rear garden ig designed in the informal style with sweeping
lawns and mature trees which are under-planted with flowering trees and
shrubs. A feature of the rear garden is a rose garden designed by Dr. Hubert
B. Owens, Dean of the University's School of Environmental Design, when the
property was acquired by the University.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture
as built by John Thomas Grant in 1856. Grant later sold the
home: to Benjamin H,! Hill, Medora Field Perkerson reports in her
book, White Colwms in Georgla, that Hill, while living in
the house, was elected to the U.S. House of Representatlves and
later to the Senate, He is credited with influencing President
Hayes to withdraw Federal occupation troops and military rule
from Georgla, thus ending the: Reconstruction Era in 1877, a
dozen years after the end of the war. The house changed Hands
three: times in 1883, being sold to James White, Founder of the
First National Bank of Athens, in July of that year. It was
inherited by White's daughter, the late Mrse. W. F. Bradshaw,
and was acquired from her estate by the Bradley Fotindatiom,
of Columbus, Georgiag which presented it to the University of
Georgia as a home for 1ts presidentj subsequestt to its acquisi-~
tion of the house in 1949, the University has restored the
house and grounds to the luster of thelr earlier years. The
house and grounds are now of "museum" status and sefve as &s
an impértant example of the union of architecture and landscape
architecture within the context of the Greek Revival periéd in
Georgia's pledmont.’

Bv’

As the home of the President of the University of Georgia, it has
unusual cultural, historical and architectural significance for the
entire state. It is a magnificently maintained symbol; a public monument;
a work of architecture in the broad and profound senses of that term.

William R. Mitchell, Jr.
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John: C,. WAters, President

ORGANIZATION

Athens~Clarke Heritage Foundation

DATE

June 2, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

P.0., Box 5671

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

Athens

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
State

The recommended

Local

National
Name [/Z&L/ M%’q Q‘fyy—

Title tate Iiaison Offlcer

Date June 23, 1971

I herebyv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

W%Wm

Chief, Offxce of Archeology and Hlstorl teserv

MAR 161972
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