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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL/APPEARANCE

The University President f s House has been described as, 
11 a veritable museum piece. * because both the

are such fine typical examples of the
of design*:

Exterior* This fine example of the Greek Revival features a 
three-sided peristyle with 1& Corinthian __ _ 
upofr reil bric^iill^s. and extend upwaW^for twosSorfes above 
an EingTlsfa basement*^ !Kiere are S columns on the front faca€e 
with an additional! 3 columns extending along the two sides: of 
the structure* These columns are?, crowned with an enta^Hature 
which is plain except for .dentils * In the manner typical: £&> 
Georgia1 s Piedmont?, there is? no pediment, There are entabla 
tures over all windows and doorways, also featuring dentils* 
Windows; on the upper story are si^pver-sfx, asr are all other 
windows with the exception of those? maiia "floor windows which 
open onto the\3>orticjo^L. Theses^windows are? s&tx*»over»nine* !Sie 
magnificent entrance is set in a composition in \nhich a second 
story doouway opening onto a? balcony; Is also an integral part 
of the design*1 Here the (^eekRevi val doorway with it^ 
antae and consoles i^lJs^^acrtEe fiarst floor with 
piBMeacs butr ae Iferic entajijyaturfj while the second floor has 
t"Ee^ nj>rmal_Q3^e|E: Revival Doricr pilasters with

Adoasa al X ̂̂ jrindb^ws and complement1 the: gleainr
The straight steps from the

waik to the portico have been replaced with two s®mi-eirculap
wood staircases with iron ballusteaES said railings*1 Tge^reaor
of
set between ^nfs off the hp^s^ wBleti' features Boric
Byroad wood i£ep& come^straight Iowa to the ground lereH froaii
the main floor porch and there is also a full porch on the
second story level*

The plan of all levels may be described as? the
simple, academic, four-room, centeir-hall version, with two: 
small rear: rooms against which the three^sideed peristyle re>» 
turnsw On the main flooir, an ornate stairway is located on 
the left and to the rear of the central hall featuring an oe~ 
tagona^I newel post and ballusters which repeal the octagonaH 
notif.l 0!he tso rooms on the right are Joined to for® a double 
parlor with twin white ̂marbles fireplaces ^Lth arched openings 
and intlric^te fruit-and-floral patterned cornices and ceiling 
medafeLlionsi TOese are a perfect cofflplement to two original! 
Trench thumb-irintr crystal chandeliers* The rooms to the left 
have twin^ dining room is an 
English crystal chandelier, c* 1810, made by PerrF, The house 
carefully furnished with period pieces, successfully portrays 
the oppulent grandeur of mansions of the Greek Revival period, 
Gyoundst A simple white pickett fence encloses the grounds of 
this? property. The house is separated from the street with a 
f onaaH boxwood parterre garden with two large magnolias as 
dominant elements on either side of the main walk leading 
from the gate to the portico steps. This original (CONT)
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7. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

garden typifies the garden style associated with the Greek Revival in Georgia 1 
Piedmont. The rear garden is designed in the informal style with sweeping 
lawns and mature trees which are under-planted with flowering trees and 
shrubs. A feature of the rear garden is a rose garden designed by Dr. Hubert 
B. Owens, Dean of the University's School of Environmental Design, when the 
property was acquired by the University.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This outstanding example of Greek Revival architecture 
built by John Thomas Grant in l8?6v Gasantt Hatear sold the
tb Benjamin H»; Hill. Medora Field: Perkersmi reports in her 

book, White CbHpgans in Cteorgl'a* that Hill, while living in 
the house, was elected to the mis* House of Representatives and 
latexr to the Senates He is credited with influencing President; 
Hayes: to withdraw Federal occupation troops and military 
f roir Georgia, thus? ending the? Reconstruction Era in I877f 
dozen years after the end ot the W$TJV The house? changed 
three; times in 1883, being sold to James White, Founder of the? 
First HationaC- Bank of Athens, in July of that year:.. It was 
inherited: by kite's daughtieir, the later HPS. W* F» Efeadsilav, 
and was acquired from her estate by the Bradley^ Foindatio% 
of Coltuabus, Georgjaf which presented it to the Ifiiiversity of 
©eorgia as: a home for its president ̂ subsequent to its acquisi 
tion of the house in 19^9* the "University has restored the 
house and grounds to the luster of their earlier years* The 
house and grounds are now of lfmuseumtr status and serve as as 
an important example of the onion of architecture and landscape 
architecture within the context of the Greek Revival period 
Georgians piedmont*'

As the home of the President of the University of Georgia, it has 
unusual cultural, historical and architectural significance for the 
entire state. It is a magnificently maintained symbol; a public , monument; 
a work of architecture in the broad and profound senses of that term.

William R. Mitchell, Jr.
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Athens-Clarke Heritage, Foundation June
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I Tiereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National f^T State Fl Local n
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Title state Liaison Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic^resefvStion

MAR 1 6 1972
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