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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Spring Valley Methodist Church is a Gothigc structure containing a meeting
hall in the basement and church space on the elevated first floor. Entrance is
gained through two doorways at the front, one located directly in the fa#cade, the
other located in the projected corner which supports the octagonal steeple, Building
materials are red brick for exterior facing, and limestone and common cream brick
for exterior accenting around windows, doorways and gable ends. The projecting
deck and side basement entrance are later additions, eliminating the original wood
stairs for each entrance, Also altered are the front doors which were originally
polychromed and highly stylized and the two chimmeys, front and back, which were
located at each gable end at the roof peak, The original shingles have been retained
but unfortunately the polychromed pattern of the steeple roof has been painted,

The church is a well preserved example of late Gothic church architecture as
it contains, especially on the front facade, overtones of polychromatic Victorian
design. It contains a set of seventeen original high quality stained glass windows
noted for their crystal-like brilliance and high color rendition. Four new windows
were commissioned by the locally noted stain glass artist, Arthur Larscheid, of
Minneapolis in 1938, The church interior, although partially altered, is well
preserved, i

The Spring Valley Methodist Church is located in a residential area one block
west of the main commercial district of the city.
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Built in stages between 1876 and 1878, the Spring Valley Methodist Church is an

excellent example of polychromatic GothioAfictorian architecture, Although now
slightly altered the natural polychromatic patterns of red brick, limestone and
cream brick are clearly discernable, especially on the front facade.

The church is locally renown for containing one of the finest sets of stained
and painted glass windows in southern Minnesota., Local stories of these windows
being unique to Minnesota are doubtful as other windows of similar design have
been found in a few Episcopal and Methodist churches in the area, However, few have
been found of the quality of these, and nowhere such a large set as here, The patterns
are basically abstract but upon careful examination religious symbols and floral
patterns are discernable, The church suffered damage in a windstorm in 1885 and the
windows on the western wall were repaired by an unknown arpist, In 1938, the church
was extensively repaired and altered inside, Arthur Larscheid of the famous Minnespolis
Glass Company, a major source of high quality stain glass in Minnesota, was -
commissioned by the church to restore the windows and to design four new windows.
Which windows and to what extent they were restored in unknown although it is
suspected that the graphic scenes in the two front wall vertical windows are his
design, It is known, however, that the beautiful rose window and the three windows

behind the altar are his work,

The architect for the church is unknown, but:.according to a letter by Rev.
H.C. Hennings, the pastor who completed the edifdce, the plans were obtained from
an architectual firm in Saratoga Springs, New York for $4000 and by the previous
pastor, Rev, J,J. Chaffee, The original twelve hundred pound tray bell obtained by

Rev, Jennings still hangs in the belfry.
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