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The style of the Boston Building is a combination of Renaissance Revival and
Richardsonian Romanesque. The building has eight stories and a ground floor level
a few steps below street grade. Characteristic of the Renaissance Revival style is
the building's shape, that of a cube block without any projections or recessions, and
Fusticated stone blocks on the ground floor and the first and second floors. The
Romanesque style is apparent in the arcaded window arrangement which is similar to H.H.
Richardson's Field Building in Chicago, I11.

The entire building is faced with Greenlee red sandstone, quarried near Manitou
Springs, Colorado, and all of the decorative ornament is carved from the same stone.

_The Boston Building has a symmetrical arrangement of flat lintel and round arehed
windows, grouped together vertically within arcades. The arched windows form the tops
of the arcades, with the flat lintel windows beneath, divided into rectangular lights
by stone mullions and colonnettes. The building consists of four arcaded levels which
vary from three stories on the bottom level to two stories on the three levels above.

The bottom level of the building consists of the ground floor and the first and
second floors. The main entrance is centered beneath three carved arches in the seven
arch arcade along 17th Street. The first and second story windows have flat lintels with
the first story windows divided by colonneties. On the second story there is a wide band
of carved sandstone at the spring line of the arches which spans the space between the
windows. The sacond level arcade--the third and fourth $tories--is divided from the
third level arcade--the fifth and sixth stories--by a stringcourse. There is a narrow
band of carved sandstone at the spring line of the sixth floor windows spanning the space
between the windows. The round arched windows of the top level are half the width of the
other windows in the building and are arranged in groups of tweo, divided by colonnettes.
two stories high that end at the central meeting point of the two arches.

Throughout the “years, die to “the weathering of the sandstone, ther€ have been some
changes made in the exterior to maintain it and to prevent further erosion. The flat
roof of the building was originally embellished with a narrow ‘but’elaborate cornice with
carved heads spaced at regular intervals along the soffit and below was a narrow frieze
of rusticated sandstone. ' The cornice has been removed,and the rustication of the frieze
is now smooth. Between the sixth and seventh floors there was a decorative stringcourse
which has also been made smooth. Originally there was a red sandstone balcony with a Tow
balustrade over the top of the three entrance arches now gone. The rustication of the
large sandstone blocks on the bottom floors has been smoothed to have the appearance
of the dressed stone found in the floors above. In 1959 the front entrance was modernized

Except for these changes, the building has been well maintained through the years
and preventative measures have been taken to stop further erosion of the sandstone. This
handsome landmark retains the flavor of a 19th century office building and reflects the
architectural charm of Denver in the early 1890's amid the ever growing number of sleek
20th century skyscrapers. ' I o .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Boston Building, one of the earliest commercial office bujldings constructed

in Denver's financial district, is one of the few remaining examples,of 19th century

commercial architecture in the downtown area built before the silver crash of 1892-93.

The Boston Building, located on the southeast corner of 17th and Champa Streets,
was built on the site of the largest ladies' seminary in the West, Wolfe Hall, which
was constructed in 1867 under the direction of the Right Reverend George Maxwell Randall
of the Episcopal Diocese of Denver. At that time, the site was described by a Rocky
Mountain News articile as being, "unsurpassed for beauty and healthfulness, commanding an
extensive and charming view of the mountains."

In 1888, the school property was sold to the Boston Building Company for the develop-
ment of an elegant office structure. The school was demolished in 1889. Construction
began in 1890. Henry R. Wolcott, a prominent Denver businessman, contributed a large sum
of money to the new building and engaged the services of the Boston firm of Andrews,
Jagues and Rantoul. This was the same firm that designed the Equitable Building.

The Boston Building had the latest and most up-to-date design in office building
construction. .Denver historian Jerome C. Smiley noted the Boston Building-as being
the first "strictly modern office building" in Denver and compared it with such other
outstanding Denver landmarks as the Colorado State Capitol Building. . €ivic Center
National Register District),the Brown Palace Hotel (National Register), the Equitable
Building, the Cooper Building (demolished), and the Ernest and Cranmer Building
(demolished). In Smiley's opinion, these buildings were “fine examples of modern ideas
in design and. construction.” ’ Co

The new Boston Building attracted prosperous and progressive businesses as tenants.
Among the first occupants were the Postal Telegraph and Cable Company, the Colorado Mid-
land Railroad Company, the Denver Land and Water Storage Company,and the Security Abstract
and Rating Company. There were numerous real estate offices in the building such as John
M. Berkey and Company, the oldest real estate establishment in the state; Ralph Voorhees'
West Colfax Subdivision office; and §h  firm of Whittmore and Miller. Other occupants
were insurance companies:’ the Aétna Lifé Insurance Company and the Mutual Life Insurance
Company and several investment companies: the Brookline Investment Company, Peabody
Investment and Trust, and F.D. Carper and Company. The building industry also had re-
Presentation among the building's tenants: the Colorado Coal and Iron Company, the only
company of its kind in Colorado at that time that manufactured iron, steel rails, pig iron
and cast iron; F.H. Lancaster, a wholesaler in red cedar shingles; the Warming and Ven-
tilating Engineers; and the Mycenian Art Marble Company, a new company to Denver which
manufactured artificial marble and reproduced the color and veining of real marble. One
occupant of special note was the bar and cafe, owned and managed by Mr. Groff and Mr. Col-
lins, which provided excellent foreign and native dishes served with the finest domestic
and imported wines.
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In 1920, the Boston Building was purchased by the Dome Investment Company,
whose principal partners were Frederick G. Bonfils, co-owner of the Denver Post, and
Claude K. Boettcher, a wealthy and influential Denver financier. In 1968, the
Boettcher Company, a stock brokerage firm and offspring of the Dome Investment
Company, bought the Boston Building and is the current owner. Boettcher and Company
has had offices in the building since 1924,

The Boston Building has been adapted to present day office needs of the
business community and is surrounded by the progress of the 20th century and the
ever changing trends of building construction and design. It is a warm hued
contrast to the steel and concrete of its neighbors and stands proud and tall as
a beautiful monument to a bygone era: Victorian Denver.

The Boston Building has significance both in the architecture and through the
use of the building by firms which provided a backup of services to the city and
the state. The architecture is exemplary of commercial construction and design
during the late Victorian period in Denver. The commerce negotiated within its
walls was critical and supportive to the functions and developments wrought in
other structures of Denver,'s Financial District. Realty, insurance, utilities,
building materials, and investments; these were the day to day activities pursued
within the building which were as vital to the proper functioning of commerce
as the broader, higher level decisions made elsewhere in the city's finance center.
The Denver financial district was composed of many parts and its impact on the city
and the state could not have occurred without a balanced output of directive and
supportive actions. The Boston Building's commercial significance is of this
important supportive nature, without which local development could not have occurred.
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