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1 . Name of Property
historic name Hickorv
other names/site number

Springs
Hickorv

Methodist Episcopal Church
Springs Church

2. Location
street & number O f f LA
city, town Chatham
state Louisiana

499 TtX/.not for publication
JL vicinity

code LA county Jackson code 049 zip code 71226

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
[~X| private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
13 building(s) 
I I district
|_| site
I I structure
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

1
Noncontributing 
____buildings

.sites (cemetery)
. structures
. objects 
Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A ____

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
EH nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In myjopinion, the^greperty [_____! meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Leslie Tassin, LA State Historic
Signature of certifying official Preservation Officer 
Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

April 3. 1989 
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
EH See continuation sheet. 

EH determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

EH determined not eligible for the
National Register.

EH removed from the National Register. 
EH other, (explain:) ___________

jgnature of the Keeper Date of Action

I



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

RELIGION/religious structure________ RELIGTON/rel igimis

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete_________
NO STYLE________________________ walls ______weatherboard

roof______tin
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Hickory Springs Methodist Episcopal Church (c.1900) is a single story plain 
frame structure located in a very remote wooded setting just inside the eastern 
boundary of Jackson Parish. Alterations have been minimal.

The church is a four bay, gable fronted, unpainted board and batten 
building. It is entered through a central double door, with a single leaf door 
on the rear elevation. The pediment-shaped gables front and rear are sheathed in 
clapboards and feature gable end returns. These returns as well as the pediment- 
like proportions mark Hickory Springs as a remote descendant of Greek Revival 
temple form churches.

The walls and ceiling of the interior are sheathed in narrow gauge unpainted 
beaded boards. There is a simple lectern, made of the same boards, resting on a 
platform. The wooden flooring is original and remains uncovered. The original 
pews had rotted beyond repair, but the present primitive ones are an appropriate 
replacement.

Alterations

(1) Three of the six over six windows are replacements. Because they are 
too tall for the openings, the sashes overlap. The window surrounds 
are original.

(2) The roof originally was wooden shingles, and now is tin.

(3) The original wooden piers were replaced with concrete piers.

(4) The present concrete steps front and rear replace the original wooden 
ones.

Assessment of Integrity

When one considers how much of the original church survives on both the 
exterior and interior, the above alterations are, on balance, minor. Hickory 
Springs easily conveys its turn-of-the-century primitive rural church character 
and hence its significance as a rare survivor of a North Louisiana vernacular 
archetype.

Adjacent to the church is a cemetery with the earliest marked grave dated 1857, 
although most of the monuments are modern. It is listed QSee continuation sheet 
as a non-contributing element.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally Q statewide [X~| locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A I IB UTIC I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [x~lA I IB I Ic I ID I IE I IF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
architecture_______________________ c.1900____________ c.1900

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A___________________________ ____unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Hickory Springs Church is locally significant in the area of 
architecture as an almost perfectly preserved example of an austere turn-of-the- 
century country frame church. It represents a local North Louisiana 
unpretentious building tradition. Architecturally speaking, churches of this ilk 
should be regarded as remote descendants of provincial Greek Revival temple form 
churches. They are generally associated with the Methodist and Baptist sects and 
represent a building type which is a vital part of the material culture of the 
Upland South.

But it is an archetype which is rapidly disappearing. Because these 
churches are in rural locations, many are no longer actively used and hence face 
an uncertain future. Many are already gone. Although there is no exact count or 
survey to indicate how many churches of this type there once were across northern 
Louisiana, it is reasonable to assume that many rural communities had them. But 
today, for example, there are probably fewer than ten remaining examples in the 
nine parishes in the eastern half of North Louisiana.*

* This figure covers the following parishes; Madison, East & West Carroll, 
Ouachita, Jackson, Richland, Union, Lincoln and Morehouse. It is based upon a 
windshield survey of East Carroll and Madison parishes, comprehensive surveys of 
Union and Lincoln parishes, and general knowledge of the remaining areas on the 
part of the staff of the State Historic Preservation Office.

Historical Note

Hickory Springs was established in 1841 as a Methodist Episcopal church. 
The original log structure served as both a church and school. The current 
church was built c.1900. Regular services have been discontinued, but a 
homecoming service is held once a year.

I I See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Louisiana Historic Structures Survey Files, LA State Historic Preservation Office

Historical information supplied by applicant, copy in Register file, LA State 
Historic Preservation Office.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # _________________________ 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # ___ ____

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
[y~l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency

I Federal agency
I Local government
I University 

D Other 
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 1.67 acres

UTM References
A IliSl I5l6i4l3i5i0l 

Zone Easting

Cl . I I I . I . i I

I3i5l6i0l0i0i0 
Northing

J_I

Zone Easting

Dili I I i i i

Northing

I.I.

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
Please refer to enclosed property plat map

I I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
Boundary lines follow the property lines of the 1.67 acre tract of land on which the 
church stands.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title ___ 
organization __ 
street & number 
city or town __

National Register Staff
Division of Historic Preservation______ date _ 
P. Q. Box 44247____________________telephone 
Baton Rouge________________________ state ___LA

February 1989
504-342-8160

zip code 70804


