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Whitefeather Spring is located at the bottom of a wide grassy ravine in a
residential neighborhood which is now part of Kansas City, Kan., and it is approxi-
mately 90 feet west of the house at 3818 Ruby avenue. The spring is legally
described as in Tract G, Gibbs and Payne's Second Addition to Argentine, which
became part of Kansas City after the turn of the century.

The banks of the south-to-north ravine are steep and irregular. The spring
comes from under a thick ledge of rock in the east bank, flows on a ledge of soap-
stone and then drains into the small creek which runs through the ravine. At the
site of the spring the ravine is about 100 feet wide at the top, 60 feet at the
bottom and about 25 to 30 feet deep. Ruby avenue dead ends at the ravine, and
the spring is about 40 to 45 feet north of the street. The floor of the ravine
is grass, which the owner keeps mowed, and a few wild flowers. The steep banks
have a natural growth, buckbrush, elderberry bushes, and trees. North of the
spring on the ravine floor are some picnic and “cook-out" facilities. A wire
- fence has been placed around the property.

The spring has never been known to stop flowing in spite of modern day
vandalism, including dynamite attempts. Until 1967 or so the spring was about
six feet above the flood plain on the west side -of the creek. Because of "buildup"
on the ravine floor, the spring is now below the flood plain and is threatened with
"drowning" in case of a flood. The problem has been caused by some of the neighbors
and certain building contractors illegally dumping dirt, construction debris and
other trash into the ravine above the spring. From time to time dirt and solid
wastes have partially filled the creek and the owner of the spring has had to clean
that portion running through his property. (Reportedly the owner of the adjoining
property to the south has no interest in preserving the spring and will do nothing
to alleviate any of the problems.) Also, the flood plain has been raised some
five feet or so by the silting; the owner is considering trying to blade it down
to afford some protection to the spring.

The owner wishes to preserve the spring and the park-like setting in which it
is located but has so far received little cooperation from city officials in trylng
“to stop the unauthorized dumping.
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Whitefeather Spring takes its name from the first owner of record, Susan Whitefeather,
a Shawnee Indian to whom the 200-acre tract which included the spring was patented in 1859.
The sprlng has never been known to stop flowing; it has served both the Indians and the
19th’ century white settlers; when other water sources failed during times of drought even
in the 20th century, Whitefeather Spring supplied residents of a wide area with water.

In more modern times, when the flood of 1951 prevented use of the public water system,
the spring provided the water for people of the area.

Whitefeather Spring is believed to mark the last home and the final resting place
of Ten-Squa-Ta-Wa, brother of the great warrior chief Tecumseh, and known to history as
the Shawnee Prophet. One of the most influential Indian leaders in the early 19th century
(and one of the strangest), the Prophet had helped his brother put together a confederacy
of tribes to fight the whites. Prior to 1805 he had been a person of no particular repute,
but then he announced that he had been chosen by the "Master of Life" to show the
Indians, all Indians, a new way of life which would lead to the defeat and removal of
the whites and their influences. He also claimed power to foretell and to heal. The
Prophet had widespread acceptance and his emissaries went from tribe to tribe, spreading
his teachings. Both the Prophet and his new doctrines were discredited after Indian
forces under his leadership were defeated by Gen. William H. Harrison's men at the Battle
of Tippecanoe in 1811.

The Prophet then lived in Canada until 1826; after brief stays in Ohio and Missouri
he came to what is now Wyandotte county, Kan., in 1828. Location of the last "Prophet's
Town" is generally placed about one mile southeast of the spring, but apparently soon
after arriving the Prophet, hig immediate family and some close associates withdrew to
the area of the spring. He died in a log cabin close to the spring in 1837 and was
buried nearby. | ' ‘

Chief Charles Bluejacket, who had been present at the burial, returned to Kansas
City in 1897 to locate the grave. At first he was apparently disoriented because of the
many changes made to the land, but after being taken to the spring he reportedly
pointed out the spot of the Prophet's cabin and the area of the gravesite. The grave
was said to be on top of the bluff about 100 feet north and east of the spring. Periodic
attempts have been made by the local historical society and others to find the exact
spot of the Prophet's grave but without success.

The material on the Prophet and his grave is included in this nomination to provide
background. The area being nominated is the spring and the portion of the ravine around
it. The spring and its area are well-known to older local residents, having at times in
the past served as a private park and picnic area. It has been in the family of the
bresent owner for almost 80 years. '
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The spring has significance to the Shawnee Indians for its historic associations
with their people's brief 19th century stay in Kansas and for its association by oral
tradition with the Shawnee Prophet. It is regarded as one of the few surviving
historic places linked to the Shawnee Indians in Kansas. Also, the spring provided
a plentiful supply of good water to red man and white. It is hoped that listing the

broperty on the Register will assist the owner in his efforts to preserve the spring
and its surroundings.
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