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1. Name 

^ For NPS use only 

received OCT I 3 I' 

date entered 

historic /^etlT^^Boyj^en^/^ —(-p-reifeTred) 

and/or common Oakwud 

2. Location 
street & number 135 Oak St3;«.«t—• N / A not for publication 

city, town Foxfeoro N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts Q̂̂g 025 county N o r f o l k code 021 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X bullding(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

K private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib ie 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no - -X 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 

Jll-^ indiistriar 
.'miUfary 

_2 museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

'"- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Roy 0 . Greep and Eun i ce E. Creep 

street & number 135 Oak S t r e e t 

city, town Foxboro KfA. vicinity of state Massachuse t t s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r f o l k County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number H i g h S t r e e t 

city, town Dedham state Massachuse t t s 02026 

6. Representation in Existing 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c Asse t s  

title o f t h e Commonwealth, #17 has this property been determined eligible? yes X pQ 

date 1967 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town B o s t o n state Mas sachus p t t g 



7m D e s c r i p t i o n Seth Boyden House, Foxboro, Massachusetts 

Condition Checic one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 
goQd . ,, ruins _X_ altered moved date N / A 
fair ' ' unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Seth Boyden House stands on the crest of a h i l l facing west and i s 
surrounded by 13 acres of undeveloped land. Set back 100 feet from Oak 
Street, the dwelling i s shielded from the main thoroughfare by a retaining 
wall and an informal garden. Qn the grounds of the property, i n addition 
to the main house, i s a gazebo constructed i n the early 20th century which 
l i e s i n the southwest portion of the grounds. A pond and stream are 
also located on the property to the southwest of the main b u i l d i n g . 

Constructed at the end of the 18th century and substantially added to i n 
1836, t h i s b r i c k , two-story, Federal s t y l e farmhouse stands on i t s o r i g i n a l 
foundation of large, cut granite blocks. Although i t s L-shaped plan i s not 
unusual, i t s asjnnmetrical elevations combined w i t h a hip and lean-to roof 
as w e l l as a large off-center chimney, render t h i s a most unique structure 
for i t s period of development. Fenestration throughout the building i s 
of 6/6 sash and the brickwork consists of a f i n e l y drawn common bond. 

The building's western elevation is i t s p r i n c i p a l facade. The f i r s t story 
has a t y p i c a l five-bay, center entry configuration, but due to the sharp 
and long p i t c h of the northern roof slope, i t i s only four bays on the 
second l e v e l , with windows on the f i r s t f l o o r capped with f l a t b r i c k arches. 

The s l i g h t l y longer southern elevation i s asyimnetrically organized and 
largely obscured by a 1%-story e l l added i n 1836. This clapboarded e l l 
features a f l a t roof with a simple spindle post balustrade and has an 'e. 
entrance on i t s western end. Fenestration on t h i s facade of the main 
building i s placed asyinmetrically. 

The four-bay northern elevation exhibits only one story, due to the p i t c h , 
of the lean-to roof. Additions made early i n the 20th century include an 
enclosed sunporch and patio placed on the western end of t h i s elevation. 

The eastern elevation has undergone a ntmber of alterations over the years. 
This i s p r i m a r i l y noted i n window replacement and the bricking i n of an 
or i g i n a l entry. ..̂  . 

On the i n t e r i o r , much of the o r i g i n a l decorative d e t a i l remains. Of note 
is the f r o n t staircase, which is finished i n v e r t i c a l pine sheathing with 
a very f i n e l y wrought decorative bead. The hand r a i l , part of the sheathing, 
i s curved to follow the staircase w a l l . Also of interest are the two f i r s t -
f l o o r parlors which have Federal period mantles and cupboards above the 
fireplaces. 

In the c e l l a r , evidence indicates the existence of two tunnels which may 
have led to a barn to the southwest of the house and to the Borden workshop 
to the south. Neither of these buildings remain standing, but three sides 
of a c e l l a r exist on the s i t e of the barn. 

To the southwest of the house l i e s a secondary structure of note. This i s a 
small r u s t i c gazebo b u i l t early i n the 20th century and constructed of 
roughly cut branches. 



8. Significance Seth Boyden Ho\jse , Foxboro, Massachusetts 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

. 1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture — education military - social/ 

_X_ 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates l a t e 18th c e n t u r f ""''e''̂ '̂'c'̂ '*ect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Seth Boyden House retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, set t i n g , 
materials, and workmanship. Significant for i t s unusual a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
design as wel l as for i t s association with the Boyden family, whose 
members were prominent l o c a l l y and regionally i n the 18th and 19th 
centuries, the property meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of 
Hi s t o r i c Places. 

A number of aspects of the house's design contribute to i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d i s t i n c t i o n . With i t s date of construction a t t r i b u t e d to the la t e 18th 
century, both the building's Federal styl e and use of brick as a construction 
material are most unusual f o r a r u r a l farmhouse of t h i s period i n 
southeast Massachusetts. The roof design i s also most unique i n i t s 
asymmetrical combination of a hip w i t h a side lean-to. 

According to local records, the Boyden family owned farmland i n Foxboro 
as early as 1737 and continued to be a f f i l i a t e d with the property and farm-
through the early 20th century. 

Seth Boyden (1715-1777) was the f i r s t member of the family to own and farm 
the land i n Foxboro. During his l i f e t i m e he enlarged his holdings to 
600 acres, although only 13 acres encompass this nomination. Boyden family 
t r a d i t i o n indicates that Seth Boyden f i r s t b u i l t a small log cabin next 
to the big rock on which the gazebo now stands, and then planted an 
orchard. His son Seth, I I (1764-1840) came into possession of the farm 
a f t e r his father's death. During his l i f e t i m e , Seth I I f i l l e d various 
roles which included that of a blacksmith, inventor of a machine fo r 
s p l i t t i n g leather, and as a local p o l i t i c i a n who served as selectman, 
representative to the General Court, and Justice of the Peace. I t was 
during his period of ownership that the present brick Federal house was 
constructed. 

Of Seth Boyden I I ' s ten children, two achieved recognition and prominence 
i n American industry during the early 19th century. Although the two sons, 
Uriah and Seth, I I I , l e f t home at an early age, they probably returned to 
the town periodically,as the house remained i n the Boyden family u n t i l 1922. 

Seth Boyden, I I I worked prim a r i l y i n Newark, New Jersey and carried out 
extensive experimental work on malleable i r o n castings, the manufacture of 
patent leather, and the design of locomotive steam engines. He was also 
p r o f i c i e n t i n the f i e l d s of chemistry, astronomy, e l e c t r i c i t y and botany. 

; v^ \,,. . ' .st^f^'f : (Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1_2 
Quadrangle name M a n s f i e l d 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on P l e a s e r e f e r t o t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r ' s 
map, page #58, l o t #1766. The boundaries co inc ide w i t h those o f - t h e present 
ownership and i nc lude a l l , o f the h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s , gardens , . and<-stone w a l l s , 
compris ing a p o r t i o n o f the l and owned by Seth Boyden. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code 

TOT" 
county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
M a r i L . Myer, Program A s s i s t a n t , w i t h Mary E l i z a b e t h Pyne, 

name/title H i s t o r i c P rope r t i e s Research 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commissiorfate J u l y . 1983 

street & number 294 Washington S t ree t telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state _X_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

^at^on,Tl Reglotey date 

eeper of the Natioiial Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

.y.:'&.. 
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Uriah, the younger o f the two br o t h e r s , l i v e d i n Lowell, Massachusetts 
most of h i s l i f e , where he achieved prominence f o r h i s design o f water 
t u r b i n e wheels f o r several large c o t t o n m i l l s . The "Boyden Wheel" was j 
such an inn o v a t i o n t h a t i t changed the process by which the m i l l s were I 
b u i l t . As a r e s u l t o f h i s success as an engineer, Uriah's e x p e r t i s e i n 
t h i s f i e l d was sought by firms i n Boston, Lawrence, and Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. Later i n h i s l i f e , he conducted pure s c i e n t i f i c research 
i n such f i e l d s as water power and h y d r a u l i c s , heat and i t s e f f e c t on 
substances, chemistry, magnetism, and sound. He also l e f t a large . 
endowment ($185,000) to Harvard U n i v e r s i t y f o r the establishment of an 
astronomy observatory i n South A f r i c a and was a generous benefactor i n 
h i s home town, where he c o n t r i b u t e d to the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the l o c a l 
l i b r a r y . Memorial H a l l (NR 1983). 

The land surrounding the Seth Boyden House should be considered to contain 
subsurface archaeological resources associated w i t h over two hundred years 
of human occupation. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and research guided excavation o f , 
these resources, which may include s t r u c t u r a l remains, t r a s h deposits, and j | 
landscaping and land use evidence, may provide s i g n i f i c a n t i n f o r m a t i o n to 
our understanding o f r u r a l lifeways i n the 18th and 19th c e n t u r i e s . Research J 
using archaeological techniques may also address s p e c i f i c questions con- | 
cerning the l o c a t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n date o f an e a r l i e r house s a i d to 1 
have been b u i l t near the present gazebo, a f i r m e r c o n s t r u c t i o n date f o r 
the present house, and the use of the two tunnels. 
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• resubmission 
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Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

n good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CU ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph •' • •/••«.••; ' 
CU completeness • • 
• clarity i \ ' 
CU alterations/integrity 
CD dates : ••. •; . . <s 
I I boundary selection V 4" I ' f ' S i j 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

n summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity t 
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CU context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

Y.:.";u-

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

"•'.'fill':*-}, 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs " 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 




































