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1. Name 

historic TpTTipIp Rinlflincr 

or NPS use 

received 

date entered 

018 

only ^^''^^^ 

PB 8 1983 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 149 Main St*'CGt not for publication 

city, town Marlborough N/A vicinity of 

state ^!assachusett.s code county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
JL_ building(s) X- private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both {L work In progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

J^'^being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
J L other: a ^ t s . no military 

transportation 
J L other: a ^ t s . 

4. Owner off Property 

"^""^ FraiCO anci I.ir.a D'Annnnyin 

street & number 11 Meadow Drive 

city, town Sudbury 4^//\vicinity of state M a c j q a r h i m P t t g 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 20R Cambridge Street 

city, town Cambridge state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s to r i c Assets of  

title the Ccmmcanwealth #107 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1979 federal X state county . local 

^ . ^ Massachusetts Historical Ccranission 
depository for survey records 294 Washington Street 

city, town Rnst state MA 
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Continuation sheet Temple Building Item number 7 Page ^ 

Main Street, Marlborough 

A major rehabilitation effort is currently underway on the Temple Building and the 
adjacent Warren Block. Following Secretary of Interior standards, the structures 
are being adapted to modern office and housing use. Remaining exterior architectural 
features on the Temple Building are being repaired and significant interior detail is 
being retained. At the rear of the building a new addition w i l l complement the 
original building in materials, scale and fenestration. 



8. Signifficance Temple Building. Main Street. Marlbnrnnph 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 

^ commerce 
communications 

conservation 
. economics 
. education 
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. industry - . • 
. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 

. military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1879-80 Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
The Temple Building possesses integrity of location, design, worknanship, feeling and 
association. The building is associated with Jfarlborough's major industry of the period, 
and i t embodies distinctive characteristics of the type and method of construction typical 
of late 19th century commercial structures in New England. Built by a prominent local 
citizen, i t meets criteria A § C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Temple Building's significance is derived from its survival as one of only a few 
late 19th century conmercial blocks extant in_ downtown Marlborough. By 1920, Marlborough's 
Main Strtet was characterized by an unbroken line of two to four story masonry blocks 
erected during the city's height of prosperity. Tlie city's growth, like many of New 
England's industrial centers, can be directly attributed to the arrival of the railroad 
which came to Marlborough in the 1830's. Railroad access to Boston brought an immediate 
boost to the cottage production of shoes, begun in 1835, quickly consolidating and mech­
anizing the process into an industry of considerable importance. In 1860 the city's 
boot and shoe industry peaked sales of $10 million. The manufacture of related products, 
particularly boxes, further added to the community's capital growth. In 1927 Marlborough 
ranked fourth in New England in shoe production and was recognized as the largest 
producer of footwear per capita in the nation. • : : i r 

The Temple Building was erected by Hiram Temple (1823-1901), a local entrepreneur who had 
been in the shoemaking business since the age of eleven, tTemple opened one of the city's 
f i r s t shoe factories in the 1840's soon after the railroad spurred the industrialization 
of the business. After a brief period in business in.,Ashland (MA), he returned in 1853 
to settle permanently in Marlborough, becoming a leading shoe and boot manufacturer. 
His enterprises extended to Boston where he operated a wholesale shoe business and to 
Natick where he owned additional factories. Temple had extensive real estate holdings in 
Marlborough and was active in local politics and business affairs. 

The Temple Building was built for retail use on the f i r s t floor and hotel rooms above; 
the hotel, one of seven in the city in 1887, has been known variously as the Temple Hotel 
and later as the Worcester Hotel. During its f i r s t forty years, the ground floor space 
were occupied by a bank, stationery store, barber shop, boot shop and offices. 

The Temple Building and the adjacent Warren Block today represent the most extensive and 
intact portion of Marlborough's late 19th century commercial district. 

Note: Litt l e research material relating to the city of Marlborough and specific buildings 
is available due to major fires in both the city hall and library." AccordirigTy, this 
nomination draws heavily upon general histories and architectural significance. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Bigelow, Ella, Historical Reminiscence of Marlborough, 1910 
Biographical Review Containing Life Sketches of Leading Citizens of Middlesex County, MA 
Boston: Biographical Review Publishing Co., 1898, vol. XXCII 
City Maps, atlases and directories 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property IP '^C; t h a n 

Quadrangle name M a r l b o r o i ^ h 

UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 1 :25 ,000 

Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 
The nominated property includes the entire lo t occupied by 149 Main Street. From the 
southwest comer, the lo t extends,north eighty feet along the party wall of the Warren 
Block, east s ixty-six feet , south eighty feet and West s ixty-six feet to the starting point. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county cbde 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins, Registration Director and Elizabeth Durfee Hengen, Preservation 

name/title Consultant for Marlborough Community Development Authority 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October, 1982 

street & number 294 WashinPt(;Tn S t r e e t telephone 517 r 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth4)y the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Director. Massachusetts Historical Cnmmi'̂ .sinn 
date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

^tered i n the 
National fieglstep 

date 

Sfieper of the National Register 

I t test : date 

Chief of Registration 



A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

•M»4 ttatos 
itiotiai Put STrtct 

fVALi lATlON / RETURN SHc 

Temple Building 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working Mb. FEB 8 
F«d. R«g. nat^' A • - ^ 
Date Du*- ^^/^"l^' y^>;A> 
Action: '^-^rrpPT -j/yj^r-^' 

_ _ rosubmission Enterea lu the RETURN 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant National Ee«fl!«ter R E J E C T _ _ 
ownar objact ion Fadaral Agancy: 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: _ sample request ^ appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments : 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited below 
.subs^Antive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c a 

summary paragraph , 
completeness 
Clarity 
-applicable cr i ter ia 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o q r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to '. 

Signed . D a t e . Phone: 202 272 - 35 















January 3, 1983 

Ms. Candace Jenkins 
Mass, H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
29U Washington Street 
Boston, Mass. 02108 

Dear Ms. Jenkins; 

I have received n o t i f i c a t i o n of the submission of my property. 

The Temple and Warren Blocks i n Marlborough, and f u l l y support t h e i r 

nomination to the National Register. 

Thank you for the Coimrdssion' s and your e f f o r t s i n making t h i s 

possible. 

Sincerely, 

Franco D'Annunzio 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
lOIIIII R R I I Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington street 
H I Q T O R I P A I Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O I V ^ n i O M L . Q2108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

February 4, 1983 

Ms. Carol S h u l l . Chief 
Nacional Register o f H i s t o r i c Places • 
Nat ional Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the follo w i n g nomination forms: 

Acton - Acton Center H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Cheshire - Hall's Tavern ( l o c a l ) 
Essex - David Burnham Hoiise (national) 
Framingham - Concord Square H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) 
Framingham - Paul Oibbs House ( l o c a l ) 
Gardner - Garbose Building ( l o c a l ) 
Hopkinton - Hopkinton Supply Co. Building ( l o c a l ) 

t-—Marlborough - Temple Block ( l o c a l ) • 
Marlborough - Warren Block ( l o c a l ) 
North Adams - Chj£^h Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( l o c a l ) • 
Weymouth - Fogg Building ( l o c a l ) 
Winchester - Philemon Wright - Asa Locke Farm (l o c a l ) 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have 
been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners 
were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 
days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to 
comment. Comments received to date are attached to the nomina­
t i o n forms. 

Sincerely, 

• N 
• y 

Candace Jenkins A7 yjCĈ A 
Regis t ra t ion Direc tor ^ 

c j / i k iH. 
r ' 

V 


