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\Hater Avenue Historic District consists of five of the six
blocks which front onto Water Avenue between Franklin and Lau-
derdale Streets\ The block between Washington and Broad on the
north side of Water Avenue has been omitted from the district.
The area consists of 21 buildings all of which are either com-
mercial establishments, offices or are vacant. Architectural
| styles are varied but all are distinctly 19th century commer-
| cial buildings. A1l are brick or stone construction varying
in height from one to three stories and several have one or
two story iron verandas which project out over the sidewalk. \ﬁ
A1l buildings are structurally sound and on some 1imited
facade restoration has been undertaken.
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#7 ADDENDUM
SCUTH SIDE OF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN FRANKLIN AND WASHINGTON
1224 Wicker Transfer Company {assessed to Frank Cothran)
1220 Cothran Feed and Grain (assessed to Frank Cothran)
1200 -
1218 Meadows Tire Recapping Company (assessed to R. C. Headews)
was the St. James Hotel 1837; a HABS structure,
NORTH SIDE OF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN FRANKLIN AND WASHINGTOR A
{ all are 1860's - 70's ) ; | " Riv.
| Fil 8 -l
1224 Adler Furniture (assessed to David Loeb)
1221~ | 7
1217 S & P Furniture and Men's Shoes (assessed to H. £.¢long}
1211 Dallas Wholesale Inc. f{assessed to Dr. G. C. Blanton)
1207 unoccupied {assessed to Dr. G. €. Blanton)
1203 Yellow Food Store (assessed to Mrs., Laura Carter)
1201 Hardin's Furniture and Antiques (assessed to Brace Lowoy)
SOUTH SIDE OF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND BROAD
1124- one structure _ '
1122 1124 occupied by Callen Feed {assessed to Ru55e11 Callen)
1122 unoccupied (assessed to Theo Coffee) b |
1118- 7
1120 Dallas Feed and Seed Co. (assessed to Margaret B. McCormick)
1112 Southern Clothing and Notions Co. {assessed to Harry Haéing, Jr.
1859
1104 assessed to Third National Bank of Nashville, Trustee 1858
NORTH SIDE OF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND BROAD
4 Y
OMIT :
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| e ADDENDUM ' s
~ SOUTH SIDE OF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN BROAD AND LAUDERDALE (a1l 1870's-1880's) |

Selma Times Journal
| Sloar Office Equipment {assessed to Margaret B, McCormick)
i | _ ' 1
S 1 ] P unoccupied {assessed to Margaret B. McCormick) - |
1070 Eastep-Haisten Realty{assessed to John Carot
one structure 1008 Mackin Elect. Co. {assessed to) thers
Mrs, Sarah F. Petty 1873 |

1006~ 1006 Bonnie's Beauty Salon (assessed to Mrs. W. S,

1004 one structurel004 United Brotherhood ﬂbolsey | |
of Carpenters and | ,
Jofmrs SR R TR T I T

1002- < 1002 Pet Safari assessed to Sol Tepper
1000 one structure 1000 Mutual Loans " s ARl "

HﬁETR-SIDE?ﬁF WATER AVENUE BETWEEN BROAD AND LAUDERDALE

1019~
iﬂt? assessed to S. A. and S. R. Sommers ¢. 1850
1 Broad St. ,

{  1005- | g A e WY N
{ 1003 assessed to Roy Childers . "~ »  °

e e
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\Hater Avenue {s one of the few surviving antebellum riverfront |
streets in the Lower South which has retained its waterfront charac- |
ter. \Of the 14 blocks which face onto this street 5 are of superior
quality, retaining much of their original design and features. The
25 buildings located within these five blocks were built between the
late 1830's and the end of the 19th century. One of them, built in
1837, the St. James Hotel, now the Meadows Tire Recapping Co., is
listed in the Historic American Buildings Survey.

P T B B B S L i Wb b

“Thts-areavaiﬂng the bluffs of the Alabama River was inhabited by
settlers as early as 1809-1810 and was called "High Soap 5tDHE"B}uff“?‘ﬁ
By 1815 the area had become known as "Moore's Bluff” taking this name
from Thomas Moore who settled at this location.

IHSTRUCTIONS

In 1819 the Selma Land Company was organized for the purpose of
trading and speculation in land, Large tracts of land were purchased
by the company at government sales, and at the area surrcunding Moore's
| Bluff the company laid out streets and planned the Town of Selma on -
| its present site. It was later incorporated by the State legislature
| on December &, 1820.

The wooden shanties which lined Water and Broad Streets during the
early years began to give way to more substantial brick buildings
during the 1830's and 1840's. Shortly thereafter economic reversals
in the state were felt in Selma and Tittle was built during this period,
but in 1848 new 1ife was infused into the town in consequence of a cha—‘ri
ter for the construction of the Alabame and Tennessee Railroad. A peri-
od of rapid development followed, with some of the present buildings
being constructed during this time.

\ Ouring the period of the Confederacy, Seima was the most important
military depot in the southern tier of states of the Confederacy. The
arsenal and naval foundry were located there, and the St. James Hotel
served as the main housing for Confederate #fficers and personnel who

SEE

é came to work in the arsenal and foundry,
E; When Federal forces occupied the city in 1865, all of the war-sup- |
? r
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porting industries and structures were burned, as was much of the city,

It has been estimated that as much as two-thirds of the business section
was burned. However, following the war, cotton speculation, created a ;
hoom and 1870-1890 buildings went up to replace thg burned ones. {
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Northside of Water Avenue between Franklin
& Washington
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