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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lamar Main Post Office is a rectangular structure, with a
two-story portion along the southern side. The building
(1936) is in the Starved Classicism style, with certain
Spanish Colonial motifs. It has an asymmetrical front
elevation and a tile roof.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Lamar is an agricultural and cattle raising center in the
Arkansas River Valley. It was founded in 1886 and named for
Lucius Quintius Lamar, Secretary of State under Grover
Cleveland. The historic Santa Fe Trail once passed through
the town. The post office is located one block west of the
central business district, and area which contains a number
of early 20th century buildings. There is an excellent
neo-classic courthouse built in 1927 located several blocks
east of the post office, and there are no designated historic
districts in the community.

The original site survey in 1935 indicates that there were
two small two-story frame residences and one small
single-story frame residence on the site. These houses faced
south. There are no known historic, archaeologic, or
paleontologic sites within or adjacent to the subject
property.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building appears to be in excellent structural condition,
and both it and the site are being well maintained.

The structure is constructed of hollow tile block and brick
covered with stucco. It has a composition roof with a raised
Spanish tile section along the length of the front elevation.
The front of the public area is carpeted over the original
tile and there is a limestone wainscotting. The workroom
floor is maple. The foundation is brick.
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The structure is considered in the Spanish Colonial Revival
style. Features of note are: the ten course high brick base
along the foundation line; pilasters with simple capitals;
heavy wooden shutters, and a small upper window with inset
molding and a peaked top on the second story, south side of
the front elevation; "rosette' vent on the north elevation;
fancy brick work under the windows on the side and rear
elevation; and standard specification lanterns flanking the
entrance. This structure is stylistically similar to several
post offices in Southern California, notably La Jolla,
Alhambra, Anaheim, Oceanside, and Orange. No similar
buildings are known to exist in Arizona or New Mexico.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lamar Main Post Office is unique as the only remaining
post office of its type in Colorado. It is an especially
pleasing example of the Spanish Colonial/Mediterranean
influence on Starved Classicism of the mid-to-late 1930s.

ARCHITECTURE

The building is significant under National Register Criterion
C as embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, as
well as possessing high artistic values. Most smaller post
offices relied on a standard, rigidly symmetrical plan, and
simply applied pre-cast ornament to give the building its
identity. This building, though conforming to the functional
requirements of the Postal Service, exhibits more irregular
volumes and asymmetrical plan typical of the Spanish Colonial
and other Mediterranean Revival styles commonly employed in
private projects.

The building is unique to Postal owned facilities in
Colorado, although there is another Mediterranean inspired
designed post office located in Alamosa, which is now owned
and used by the local government. However, many smaller post
offices constructed in Southern California in the
mid-thirties were designed in some form of the Spanish
Colonial/Mediterranean Revival. Most of these buildings have
been heavily modified, not uncommonly beyond recognition as
Mediterranean buildings.

The architect of the Lamar Post Office is identified on the
original plans as being Walter De Mordaunt, 738 Thatcher
Building, Pueblo, Colorado. No other information about him
was discovered.
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Townsite. (see attached map)
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